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	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Eric Cacace, Odyssey HealthCare of Wilmington

	Did Not Attend
	Victoria Cooke, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition

	Did Not Attend
	Mary Lou Galantino, University of PA, Oncology Rehabilitation

	Did Not Attend 
	Sharon Garrick, Heartland Hospice Services, Inc.

	Did Not Attend 
	Theresa Gillis, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	Sean Hebbel, The Wellness Community of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Madeline Lambrecht, Ed. D, Delaware End of Life Coalition

	Attended
	Ann Lewandowski, DE HelpLine

	Attended
	Susan Lloyd, Delaware Hospice

	Did Not Attend
	Pamela Maier, State Representative

	Did Not Attend
	Marybeth McGeehan, Vitas Innovative Hospice Care

	Did Not Attend
	Judith Ramirez, Beebe Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	Michelle Sobczyk, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

	Did Not Attend
	Patricia Strusowski, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Janet Teixeira, Cancer Care Connection

	Did Not Attend
	Jo Wardell, American Cancer Society


	Staff
	

	Attended
	Alisa Olshefsky, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Laura Rust, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	Donna-Marie King, Aloysius Butler & Clark

	Did Not Attend
	Karen Savin, DE Division of Public Health


	Public Attendees/Other
	

	Attended
	Melissa Gebhart,, Gebhart Consulting Services

	Attended
	Stephanie T. Herrera, GlaxoSmithKline

	Attended
	Heather Homick, National Cancer Institute’s Cancer Information Service




 
Committee members approved the September 17, 2007 Quality of Life Committee meeting minutes without changes.

Welcome/Introductions


Ms. Alisa Olshefsky, Division of Public Health commenced the meeting at 1 p.m. and announced to the group that Ms. Karen Savin, Public Health Specialist for the Quality of Life Committee, was not able to attend. Ms. Olshefsky welcomed the group and introductions were held around the room.  
Surveys
Ms. Olshefsky read aloud Goal 1 of the Delaware Cancer Consortium’s (DCC) 2007-2011 Purple Book recommendations, Eliminate Gaps in Quality Life of Services (e.g. Rehabilitation, Survivorship, Palliative Care and End of Life Care) to Meet Needs of Patients, Survivors and Co-Survivors Without Duplicating Current Services.  A brief overview was given.
Ms. Olshefksy asked the group to refer the document entitled, Proposed Plan of Action for Statewide Needs Assessment, included in their member packets. The assessment was prepared by Ms. Melissa Gebhart of Gebhart Consulting Services.  Ms. Gebhart gave an overview and background of the survey specifically addressing Goal 1.
Ms. Olshefsky noted that a survey is now being devised and is geared toward cancer survivors and current cancer patients. This survey will establish how patient’s needs were and are being met.  Another survey is being developed specifically for cancer care professionals and the question arose on whether the survey should be in hard copy form or available on-line.  
A member of the Committee asked how cancer survivors would be located for the survey and the possibilities discussed included:
~ Existing programs through Cancer Care Coordinators

~ Media campaigns to include print ads and TV that would encourage survivors to access an online link to the survey

~ Health care providers

Another key consideration discussed included distributing the survey by cancer type due to specific needs and different support criteria.

The majority of the group agreed that surveying cancer care professionals would be paramount for obtaining quality and useable information. Ms. Janet Teixeria with Cancer Care Coordinators noted that professionals are rarely questioned, even though they offer a world of knowledge and experience due to first-hand contact with patients and family members.  Professionals to be contacted for the proposed survey include care coordinators, physicians, hospice nurses, specialists and oncologists.
Ms. Olshefsky noted that the survey would need to be more qualitative and include in-dept surveys with categories that could lend itself to more detail.
Other questions and concerns arose that included confidentiality, simplicity, on-line security and feasibility.  

· A link to Survey Monkey is to be e-mailed to Committee members and staff to look over and discuss at the next meeting.

· A draft survey will be available for perusal at the next meeting.

Resources
Ms. Olshefsky read aloud the next agenda item pertaining to Goal 2, Create a Comprehensive Guide to Services and Resources Available to Patients and Families. 
 Ms. Olshefsky noted an all-encompassing presentation Dr. Gillis has available on survivorship and quality of life. Interest was expressed by the group to invite Dr. Gillis to a future meeting as well as Dr. Kendel who could give insight into the MDC and entire program offered.
The group established that Quality of Life resources should include Rehabilitation, Survivorship, End of Life and Palliation. 

Ms. Olshefksy distributed a tri-fold booklet/folder from Delaware Health and Social Services, “WE CAN Help You Cope with Cancer, Cancer Care Coordinators- Free service that guides you every step of the way.” The information given to newly diagnosed patients, includes cancer services phone numbers and is provided in both English and Spanish.  Ms. Olshefsky asked the group to consider other important information that should be included such as Hospice, Home Health Care and Pain Management. 

 Ms. Teixeira suggested creating a simple “card on a key ring” with pictures that give the patient clear direction and information. Ms. Teixeira expressed the difficulty in obtaining information and knowing exactly what to do when a patient is given a cancer diagnosis. Patients and their families tend to feel overwhelmed in a sea of brochures and literature.

Ms. Olshefsky passed around a copy of the publication, Cure Magazine, and asked the group if a similar publication would be advantageous, and most agreed it to be beneficial.
· Ms. Heather Homick was asked by Ms. Olshefsky to compile as many brochures and pertinent literature that she could find that may be offered to patients when first diagnosed as resource guides/links to services and bring to the January meeting.
· Ms. Alisa Olshefsky was asked to provide copies of the Committee Cross-Cutting Chart to all Quality of Life Committee members.
Updates/Other (related events held/to be held, related achievements, etc.)

Ms. Alisa Olshefsky reminded committee members of the Delaware Cancer Consortium’s full member retreat being held on February 7, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in room 727 of the Education Technology Building at Delaware Technical & Community College, Terry Campus, Dover.  A detailed event flyer and registration form was included in member committee packets and Ms. Olshefsky gave an overview of the event’s agenda and speakers. 
Ms. Alisa Olshefsky adjourned the meeting at 2:03 p.m.


Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Laura Rust at 302-335-1495 or via e-mail at Laura@ManageTool.com: 


~ DCC 1st Annual Retreat Flyer and Registration Form


~ We Can Help You Cope With Cancer Tri-Fold Handout 


~ Proposed Plan of Action for Statewide Needs Assessment prepared by Ms. Melissa Gebhart, Contractor



The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Quality of Life Committee meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 22, 2007 (Monday, January 21, 2008 is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) , 1:00 p.m. at Delaware Technical & Community College, Dover, DE. 
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