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	Members

	Did not attend
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of DE

	Attended
	John A. Hughes, Secretary, DE Dept of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Attended
	Meg Maley RN, BSN, Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	Did not attend
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson, Delaware Senate

	Did not attend
	Ann Tyndall, American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Kevin Eichinger, University of Delaware

	Attended
	Karen Tomic, University of Delaware and Healthcore


	Public Attendees/Other
	

	
	

	Attended
	Kim Furtado, CCP

	Attended
	John Austin, CCP

	Attended
	Coleman DuPont, Aloysius Butler & Clark


	Staff 
	

	Attended
	William Leitzinger, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Katherine Hughes, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Lisa Henry, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ed Hallock, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jerry Llewellyn, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ali Mirzakhalili, P.E. , DNREC

	Attended
	Allison Shevock, PhD, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Karen Nunley, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Thom May, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jill Rogers, Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jamie Mack, Division of Public Health



Committee members approved January 22, 2008 of the Environmental committee meeting minutes without changes. 

The meeting was called to order.
Update on Saturation Study (RFP) Goal 1
Discussion began related to the committee’s charge to evaluate monitoring, to include:

1) develop an RFP for an expanded study;

2) work on a team study; and 
3) confirm the hypothesis that the Seaford monitor was representative of the results they were receiving from the Millsboro facility.  
Mr. Mirzakhalili provided an update on the saturation study was initiated to do this particular study.  The study is using battery powered mini volume samplers at 3 sites around the facility with a 4th monitor located in Seaford along side a regular 2.5 sample so all 4 pieces of data can be measured together. A minimum of 15 samples must be collected in order to have the test statistically valid.  They are using canister monitors that are mounted on telephone poles.  Samples are taken every 3 days. These samples are manually collected at this time; no automated system for collection is in place. Mr. Mirzakhalili, shared some preliminary data with the committee, draft results of the numbers collected as of the previous Friday.  He gave an explanation of the air particles and what direction they were coming from.  The final data analysis should be completed by the end of March or early April. The report will be supplied at the next committee meeting. A further discussion was requested on the sampling process.  At this time there seems to be no significant difference in sample results. The committee will continue to review the monitoring design on a yearly basis.  This discussion closed with a financial overview of this project.  
There was a lengthy discussion between members of the public and Committee members related to local versus statewide studies as well as movement of monitoring stations and the current financial crunch the State is experiencing.  In addition, mention was made that representatives from Research Triangle Institute would be at the Environment Committee meeting in April to discuss a possible proposal to update and implement recommendations from the original SJR 11 report from 1996. 
Indian River Cancer Cluster Investigation, Goal 1
Dr. Allison Shevock, DPH, provided the committee with an update on the Indian River cancer cluster investigation. This update included information on how notifications are being generated, materials that have been mailed out, and media releases such as public service announcements. To date 36 churches throughout Sussex County have agreed to advertise the surveys in their weekly bulletin. Materials will also be distributed by senior center in Sussex County.  Surveyors have been trained and will participate in a follow up training prior to actually going out to meet with qualifying participants.  The goal is to have reached 600 participants by July 2008. Data entry of the findings with quality assurance control measure should be completed by mid September, and data analysis should wrap up by early December 2008. They anticipate publicly available results by January 2009. Dr. Shevock invited the committee as well as the public attendees to ask questions.
Healthy Homes / Healthy Workplace Media Campaign, Goal 3 

William Leitzinger, DPH, provided an update on the Healthy Homes / Healthy Workplace Media Campaign.  The goal is to redesign the Healthy Homes website and to focus on improving the ways of getting information to the consumer. The current website is basically 3 web pages. Improvements will make the design much more attractive and provide consumers with knowledge relating to indoor pollution. Mr. Leitzinger was able to show the committee a draft of the multilayer website and provided some handouts related to topics from the webpage.  There will be downloadable flyers and further links for each topic. The committee made suggestions of different topics that should be included on the site.  It is anticipated the site will be up and running by June 2008.  The committee was invited to ask questions and voice comments.
Occupational Health Program, Goal 2
William Leitzinger, DPH, reported that as of March 1 public sectors employers were contacted to offer them help with workplace hazards. Sandra Danner from the Department of Labor’s Occupational Safety and Health program is teaming with the DPH Office of Occupational Health to collectively approach public sector employers and provide services for them in effort to reduce exposure to carcinogenic materials. The focus is mainly for the public sector as the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) has regulatory authority over private sector employers. There currently is no incentive in the public sector to change behaviors. Delaware is only 1 of 13 states that do not have a program modeled after OSHA.  It is important to get the message out to employers that they must protect their employees from harmful exposures.  The next step, a few years down the road is to push for Delaware to require public sector to participate in this protection.  
DPH will make the initial calls and develop relationships with employers and provide information about hazardous conditions, particularly as it relating to indoor carcinogens. The Department of Labor will provide environmental testing and a work place assessment or walk through to measure, identify and record potential hazards and exposures.   In addition a website is being developed entitled Delaware Healthy Workplaces.  It is expected to be accessible within the next 2 months.  It will be designed similar to the Healthy Homes website and is to be used as a problem solving tool.   For the public sector, they are dusting off the Delaware Worker Right to Know Law. This law says an employee has a right to know what hazardous materials they could potentially be exposed to in the workplace.  The goal is to create awareness. The idea is to have billboards up throughout the state and a number to call for help to determine how to find this information.
Updates/Other

It was requested that updates on all the products in the works be provided before the next committee meeting. 

Meeting agenda and minutes are available at your request.  Any requests for documents should be emailed to PHS Katie Hughes at Katherine.hughes@state.de.us or 302-744-1078.
Documents provided at meeting:

· Handout related to the Indian River cancer cluster investigation
· Four (4) Healthy Home campaign ads

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Environment Committee meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2008 at DNREC Administration Building, Dover, DE.
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