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	MEETING MINUTES

Advisory Council

	February 17, 2004

8:30 am – 10:00 am

Young Conoway Stargatt & Taylor

Wilmington, DE



	Member Attendees


	no
	Alma Bartolomeo 
	DE Division of Public Health

	attended
	William Bowser Esquire
	Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	attended
	John C. Carney Lieutenant Governor
	State of Delaware

	no
	Maureen Dempsey MD
	DE Division of Public Health

	attended
	Matt Denn Esquire
	Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	no
	Christopher N. Frantz MD
	A.I. du Pont Hospital for Children

	attended
	Stephen  Grubbs MD
	Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	called in
	The Honorable Bethany Hall-Long PhD, RNC
	University of Delaware

	attended
	Patricia Hoge PhD, RN
	American Cancer Society

	attended
	 John A. Hughes 
	Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

	no
	Amy Koonce 
	

	no
	Meg Maley RN, BSN
	Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	attended
	The Honorable  David McBride 
	Delaware Senate

	no
	Julio Navarro MD
	Glasgow Family Practice

	attended
	Nicholas Petrelli MD
	Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	attended
	Jill Rogers 
	DE Division of Public Health

	attended
	Kathleen Russell
	DE Division of Public Health

	attended
	Paul Silverman
	DE Division of Public Health

	no
	The Honorable  Liane Sorenson 
	Delaware Senate

	attended
	James E. Spellman MD, FACS, FSSO
	

	attended
	The Honorable  Stephanie Ulbrich 
	Delaware House of Representatives

	attended
	Betsy Wheeler 
	Management Concepts


	Public Attendees

	attended
	Lisa Henry
	DE Healthcare Association



Lt Governor John Carney made a motion to approve the December 15, 2003 minutes. Dr. Nicholas Petrelli seconded the motion and the minutes were approved without further discussion.


Member Recruitment

All individuals or organizations that have been identified for membership have been recruited with exception of two individuals for the Disparities Committee, which will be the subject of Disparities Committee discussion on February 23, 2004.


Budget Discussion

Ms. Jill Rogers provided an overview of the Year 2 budget for Delaware Cancer Consortium activities. The original recommendation was for approximately $14 million. Since $10 million was put forward in the Governor’s budget, Ms. Rogers ex explained that the cost for treatment for the uninsured was updated to better reflect the costs of treating the target population. Lt Governor Carney questioned why, in some cases, the line of “funds released” is greater than the dollar amount recommended. Ms. Rogers responded that in those cases they likely represented a combination of Year 1 and Year 2 activities. Additionally, this budget does not reflect the totality of funding sources covering these activities.

Ms. Bethany Hall-Long indicated that she has some additional minor questions but will address those offline to Ms. Rogers.

Ms. Patricia Hoge offered a suggestion that the Disparities Committee provide active input to the subject matter of “Cover the Cost of Treatment for the Uninsured”.  Lt Governor Carney indicated that his Committee might want to consider increased spending on ORC research and interviewing. The Lt Governor indicated his lack of confidence that the number of ORC interviews will be sufficient to give thorough insight into Disparities for select populations in Delaware. Dr. Paul Silverman will be presenting the sampling and case finding methodology at the Feb23 Disparities committee.

Senator David McBride asked if Mr. William Bowser or other members of the group would be presenting to the Joint Finance Committee (since the budget has been suggested but not yet approved). Mr. Bowser agreed. Representative Stephanie Ulbrich suggested that elected officials serving on this council write letters of support to the legislature. 

ORC Macro Update

Ms. Jill Rogers distributed a final copy of the ORC literature review report. All Committee input on the retrospective study questionnaire has been provided to ORC for updating that instrument.  Lt Governor Carney sought clarification on the number of interviews (50 per 1 of 4 diagnosis type) and again expressed concern that this limited number of interviews may not be wholly representative of multiple cultures, ethnicities and geography. In order to get more interviews of cancer survivors (for a dx type), ORC will have to go back further in time, which could have an impact on an individual’s recall. The survey will be given by phone or by in person.  Ms. Patricia Hoge indicated that a study is also being conducted by ACS on cancer survivors and that we will need to be careful not to cross contaminate these two studies.

Dr. Stephen Grubbs questioned if hazard rates indicated on page 4 have been determined statistically significant or insignificant. Lt Governor Carney continued this questioning onto page 5 of the report and what he found to be some inconsistencies in summary charts presented approximately one month prior.

Dr. Paul Silverman stated that at the conclusion of the February 23, 2004 Disparities Committee, Delaware Public Health will work as indicated with ORC to address the needs of the Committee to assure confidence in the survey technique and its intended outcomes.

Introductions

Mr. William Bowser introduced Kathleen Russell, the new DE Division of Public Health Cancer Director,  to the group.

Committee Reports

Colorectal

Dr. Grubbs provided a “dry run” of the Colorectal Cancer Screening and Advocacy program (see attached). This presentation will be delivered to the Delaware Hospital Association in early March 2004, if all goes as planned. 

Lt Governor Carney questioned if this hospital centric model will be satisfactory for reaching special populations in the community. Dr. Grubbs indicated that the hospital provides only an administrative infrastructure for employees who will be completing outbound community-based activities.

The Lt Governor indicated his preference for updating the slides and the vision with actual verbiage for coordinating with other community-based orgzaniations, such as FOHCs. Ms. Patricia Hoge corraborated this concern and desire and suggested a schematic in the presentation that better depicts the role of community partners. The Council had a great deal of discussion around infrastructure, starting points and the ability to make this progam well rounded and not “hospital centric”. All present concurred. Mr. William Bowser suggested that the ORC disparities research be used as a platform for CRC work. Specific discussion ensued on the critical importance for tailoring outreach programs to reach minority populations. Ms. Hoge questioned if any thought has been gien to subcontracting with community organizations for outreach. The Lt Governor expressed his continued interest in seeking input on methods (and best practices) for the Disparities Committee.

Ms. Patricia Hoge questioned success of hospital meetings. Dr. Grubbs indicated his initial meeting with Joe Letnauchyn had gone well and a Board presentation scheduled in early March 2004. Informal dialogue has started with key contacts with individual hospital campuses. A Council member asked if the Veterans Hospital had been approached for participation. Dr. Grubbs answered affirmatively.

Dr. Grubbs made a request for adding a slide listing partners.

Quality

Mr. William Bowser reported that the Committee has split into two tracts; Care Coordination (co-chaired by Dr. Christopher Frantz and Dr. James Spellman) and credentialing, which will be chaired by Dr.Navarro. Dr. Spellman echoed Mr. Bowsers sentiment that this will lead efficiency to this Committee in forcusing on equally high priorities.

Pay for Uninsured
Mr. Matt Denn provided remarks on the Governor’s inclusion of these funds in her proposed budget, and expressed the importance for caution in regards to implementation due to the potential for unintended consuequences. Mr. Denn will be recruiting a Committee and working closely with Department  of Public Health officials to develop and monitor the mechanics of paying for treatment. Mr. Denn indicated that he sees potential for a broad membership in this Committee, particularly for advocacy and consumer interest groups. Dr. Grubbs expressed importance of ironing out the mechanics of this reimbursement system, given the complexities and difficulties in submitting and collecting on regular Medicaid claims.

Disparities

Lt Governor John Carney reported that the Disparities Committee is an active Committee ontrack with its objectives.
Provide Information

Jill Rogers reported on the following:

· Statewide alliance for creating consistant public education messages on cancer

· Progress is being made on certifying cancer registrars

· Contract process is in motion for directing the cancer registry (with vendor hopefully in place by Spring 2004)

· Dr. Silverman indicated that the Department of Public Health is currently entering contracts for various registry management projects that will make registry data more powerful.
Tobacco

Work has focussed on coordinating with the activities of the IMPACT Coalition and their tobacco control plan and assuring tobacco control and prevention in schools.
Environment

Jill Rogers reported on Environment Committee in Meg Maley’s place.  Radon recommendations are being reveiwed for good use of contract funds.  Air monitoring activities have started even without funds. Water recommendations are being refined for a narrower scope. TEAM studies will provide public education on indoor air exposure risks and is gearing up for activities.

Consortium Educational Sessions
Mr. Bowser provided a reminder that the Consortium’s intent is to provide general educational sessions to all present – above and beyond Committee work in progress.

The following education sessions are planned for upcoming Consotium meetings:

March – Cancer Statistics

May – “Care Coordination” will be presented as a reminder of the impetus for many green book recommendations as identified by consumers.
July – Cancer Planet is a NCI  tool that enables local communities to use data for planning and executing successful interventions.

Updated Green Report

Council members offered the following suggestions in regards to updating the report:
· Important to provide acknowledgements

· Good content. Dr. Petrelli would like to see basic updates.

· New cancer data

· Perhaps new recommendations

· A colum relecting progress

· Mid year progress distributed to all chair persons for review of accuacy and thoroughness

Announcements

Update on Cancer Leadership Institute in July 2004. A number of slots will be made available to Delaware, some are intended for categorical represenatation. Mr. William Bowser, Ms. Patricia Hoge and Ms. Kathleen Russell will receive specific invitations but more could be forthcoming for other council members. Ms. Hoge will keep the council apprised of this July 2004 activity.


Consortium Meeting

March 15, 2004

Delaware Technical Community College, Terry/Dover Campus

9am – 11am


Morning Session

11am – 12:30


Lunch

11:30am – 12:30pm
Lunch Presentation
12:30pm – 2:30pm

Afternoon Session

Advisory Council Meeting

April 19, 2004
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor Offices, Wilmington, DE

8:30am – 10:00am
Delaware Cancer Consortium





New Business





Next Meetings








Old Business





Review/Approval of Minutes











