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	Members
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of DE

	Did Not Attend
	John A. Hughes, Secretary, DE Dept of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Attended
	Ming Lau, MD, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Meg Maley RN, BSN, Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	Gilbert J. Marshall, P.G., Marshall GeoScience, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson, Delaware Senate

	Did Not Attend
	Laurel Standley, Watershed Solutions, LLC

	Attended
	Grier Stayton, DE Dept of Agriculture

	Did Not Attend
	Ann Tyndall, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	The Honorable Stephanie Ulbrich, Delaware House of Representatives


	Participated via Telephone
	Robert Zimmerman, DE Dept of Natural Resources and Environmental Control


	Staff
	

	Attended
	Pamela DeGour, Wheeler and Associates Management Services, Inc

	Attended
	Ed Hallock, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Bill Leitzinger, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Gerald Llewellyn, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Thom May, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Laura Mensch, DE Dept of Agriculture


	Public Attendees/Other
	

	Attended
	Coleman DuPont, AB&C

	Attended
	Dr. Robert Frelick

	Attended
	Robert Porter, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Bill Rohrer, DE Dept. of Agriculture Nutrient Management Commission



Committee members approved the January 16, 2007 Environment Committee meeting minutes without changes. 


.
DNREC Project Proposal

Dr. Ming Lau distributed copies of the DNREC Project Proposal: Conduct an Integrated Assessment of Delaware’s Environmental Monitoring and Public Health Surveillance Systems on behalf of Mr. Robert Zimmerman who joined the committee meeting via telephone.  Mr. Zimmerman proposed a series of two day workshops to analyze the monitoring and surveillance systems currently used by the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control and Division of Public Health as they relate to each other.  These workshops will also be used as a venue to improve communication between the two agencies.  Mr. Zimmerman suggested hiring a facilitator from the Public Health department of either Johns Hopkins or Berkley as both of these schools have expertise in the area of environmental affects on health.  The facilitator would be responsible for preparing and running the workshops as well as analyzing and presenting data gathered by the workgroup.  The project would address chronic disease in general, however, cancer would be a focal point.
Committee Chair, Ms. Meg Maley motioned that this project be part of the 2007-2011 Cancer Plan Recommendations with a budget of $50,000.  The group voted unanimously to support this project and adopted it into the Recommendations.
Finalize Steps for the Environment Committee Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan
Led by Dr. Ming Lau, there was lengthy discussion regarding the Environment Committee Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan.  The committee voted on each goal and objective separately.  The results were unanimous votes in favor of every goal and objective as presented in the Cancer Council Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan 12-11-06 Version that was distributed at the meeting.

Under Goal 1: Objective 1b, the group discussed the relevance of addressing bottled drinking water.  Specifically, they discussed whether or not the plastic bottles had any potential link to cancer.  Mr. Ed Hallock stated that he is not aware of any link.  He suggested that the group focus on public water during this time.  Ms. Maley supported Mr. Hallock and said that they could keep the topic of bottled water in mind for future projects.  The committee agreed.  Mr. Hallock stated that based on studies that have been conducted thus far, there is nothing in the ground water that seems to be a cause of elevated instances of cancer in Delaware.  He further stated that more tests and studies are being conducted to search for possible causes.
Under Goal 1: Objective 1d, Mr. Zimmerman requested that the prominent people from the Division of Public Health and the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control involved with water meet as there are issues and activities that intersect across both agencies.  Mr. Ed Hallock agreed.

There was lengthy discussion regarding Goal 3: Objective 3b involving dry cleaners.  Ms. Meg Maley concluded that the committee needs a full understanding of the situation before it can decide what actions to take.  Ms. Maley asked Mr. Ali Mirzakhalili, Department of Natural Resources and Environment Control, Air Quality Section Administrator, to develop a plan to assess the dry cleaning industry, determine a budget for this project and present the plan to the committee at a future meeting.

Ms. Meg Maley told the committee that the main issue of Goal 3: Objective 1 was continuing and broadening the Healthy Homes Awareness Campaign in general.  Ms. Maley will meet with interested parties at a later date to discuss what home hazards should be addressed as part of this project.
Water Project Update

Dr. Ming Lau presented three options for the water project for FY2007.


· Option 1 involves a water sampling study consisting of 1,000 kits with a budget of $130,000.  The Division of Public Health labs will be used to perform the testing, and existing Office of Drinking Water staff would be used to distribute and collect the kits as well as analyze the data.  
· Option 2 involves a Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) study consisting of 200 kits testing specifically for 63 chemicals with a budget of $30,000. The sampling and analyzing of data would be conducted by a casual/seasonal technician to be hired. 
· Option 3 involves a toxicology study that would be conducted in partnership with Johns Hopkins and requires a budget of $40,000. 
Mr. Zimmerman stressed the importance of well labeling, because well location is a vital piece of information when analyzing data and correcting any potential well water problems during the course of the study.   Mr. Hallock stated that this endeavor would need to be coordinated with the County Health Unit and the Division of Public Health lab.   Mr. Hallock noted concern with the feasibility of completing these studies by the end of fiscal year 2007.   The committee voted unanimously in favor of all three water studies.
Overview of Department of Agriculture

Ms. Meg Maley stated that this topic was added to the agenda in response to suggestions made by Representative Pamela Maier.

Mr. Bill Rohrer, Delaware Department of Agriculture, Nutrient Management Commission, presented information regarding the use of nutrients as used for lawn care and the certification process.  Nutrient certification requires nine hours of class and a passing score on a written test.   The focus is primarily on nitrogen and phosphorous, and the goal of training is to teach nutrient handlers how to apply the right amount of fertilizer at the proper time.  Continuing education is required to maintain nutrient certification.
Mr. Grier Stayton presented similar information with a focus on pesticides.  Pesticide handlers are required to attend a two day training and a passing score on a written test to be certified.  Continuing education is also required to maintain pesticide certification.
Ms. Maley suggested, and the group agreed, that safe fertilizer and pesticide usage should be incorporated into the Healthy Homes campaign.

The next step is to bring in an expert to speak to this committee specifically or possibly to the Cancer Consortium as a whole.  Mr. Stayton is aware of a contact person who is conducting a national agricultural pesticide study and has agreed to contact this person regarding the possibility of him presenting.
FY2007 Updates

With the exception of Delaware Air Toxics Assessment Study (DATAS) and fish sampling, which are both about one month behind schedule, all other FY2007 projects are moving forward smoothly with no reported problems.  Also, it was noted that the Occupational Health project has made major strides over the past two months.
DATAS Project Update
Mr. Ali Mirzakhalili updated the committee on the progress of the Delaware Air Toxics Assessment Study (DATAS) Project.  The project is behind schedule for Phase II by about one month due to a delay in the release of data from the Environmental Protection Agency.  Mr. Mirzakhalili expects that the Phase II report will be complete by September 2007, contingent upon the release of the Environmental Protection Agency’s data, if that proves necessary.  Mr. Mirzakhalili is exploring other ways to precede without the EPA data.  Thus far, there does not seem to be one particular element found in the air that is liable for the elevated cancer rate in Delaware.  It seems more likely that the cause is a yet unknown combination of factors.

Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Pamela DeGour, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. 302-335-1495 or via e-mail at PamelaD@ManageTool.com:    

~ Cancer Council Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan (Purple Book Goals & Objectives)

~ DNREC Project Proposal: Conduct an Integrated Assessment of Delaware’s Environmental Monitoring and Public Health 
   Surveillance Systems



The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Environment Committee meeting has been scheduled for May 21, 2007, 12:30 p.m. at Delaware Technical Community College, Dover, DE. 
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