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Committee members approved the January 20, 2009 Early Prevention & Detection meeting minutes without changes. 

Welcome, New Committee Member (s) and/or Staff Introductions:
Dr.  Stephen Grubbs called the meeting to order and an around the table introduction was ensued. 

HPV 
Ms. Nora Katurakes started the topic of HPV by saying that she wanted to know the goals that are set for the purple book and to make sure we the committee knew where we could collectively know what’s going on with HPV. Her  interest is that we are moving forward and under the Cancer Committee at Christiana to document. Ms. Katurakes stated that a lot of younger girls have been getting vaccinated and we have asked the Immunization Coalition to give us a better count of where the numbers are. Ms. Katherine Hughes was asked to email Ms. Katurakes so that they can double- team the Immunization Coalition to get our numbers. Ms. Hughes stated that the last data record was last Spring and the numbers didn’t indicate as many people getting vaccinated as anticipated for all the information that is out there. Ms. Katurakes informed the committee that it would be a good idea if we educated people on HPV. She stated that we can do a better job on communicating some of the options and to not fear the side-effects of the vaccine. We should teach the people the facts and give them additional information sheets. These information sheets are online from the Center of Disease Control or CDC. The 2nd vaccine is still in question on if it has been approved or not. The starting age available to receive this vaccine is 9 to 26 years of age. The reason for this is to get the vaccine in the system before the virus is exposed. This pass weekend, we have partnered with the HIV department and reached out to 400 teens and young women for our Sister Conference. Ms. Katurakes thinks that it would be a great idea to partner up with HIV more often and have them spread the word about HPV. The goal is for young women and teens to get this vaccine.  Dr. Stephen Grubbs added that although head and neck cancers are slowly going down in the United States, the number of cancers is still high due to the rise of HPV. Dr. Grubbs gave stated that he was in Orlando, Florida, at the annual G.U. symposium and  shed some light on the committee saying that the Penial cancer and Ovarian cancers are a form of HPV. Ms. Katurakes stated that the Immunizations Colaberent works statewide with Anita Muer and she brings together diverse groups. 

Dr. Grubbs added to the discussion that Dr. Estelle Whitney of a Private Practice, has not attended any meetings other than the November 2008 meeting. He wants to see what we can do to get her to participate due to Ms. Whitney being a member. Dr. Grubbs offered to call Ms. Whitney to inform her of the past meetings and meetings to come. Ms. Nora said that having Heather Bitner- Fagan, MD, on the committee is helpful because she sits with the Primary Health. Ms. Bitner is our representation. Ms. Hughes was asked by Ms. Naturkakes to get together and talk to see if Fred is pulling any data on where we are at.  Dr. Robert Sykes, represents the University of Delaware, and he told Mr. Gubbs that he would love to help look at our data and help putting there. Dr. Grubbs suggested that we should give Dr. Sykes a new name/ title.That  title will Data Evaluator/ Data Manager. Sykes wants to data- mine polyps. Ms. Katurakes asked Ms. Hughes what the media and the Division of Public Health is doing to get the word out on HPV and was wondering if the committee could team up with DPH and educate the Cancer Care Coordinators more on this issue. Dr. Grubbs stated and explained the talking points to get confirmed consent. Ms. Nora suggested that she and Ms. Bitner can help one another find any talking points.   

Colorectal Cancer Screening
Ms. Katie Hughes started by passing around hand-outs on colon screenings data. She announced that the data will not be further discussed now, but at the May 18th meeting. Dr. Grubbs explained the pie charts and how they represent the database. Local stage (1 & 2) has increased over the last 4 to 5 years. Most of the increase is from the regional and distant disease. Dr. Grubbs wondered why 7% of cancer patients are in those stages. Ms. Hughes added that not all of the information reported to the registry has someone who works with the Cancer Coordinator. But she offered to look into that for further explanation. The incidence of Colon Cancer has gone up. Dr. Grubbs indicated that in 1990, Prostate Cancer had increased by 60%- 70% and peaked out over some years, then started increasing again. That became the introduction of Prostate Specific Antigen or PSA. Survivor rates in our regional stages are at 60- 70% without Chemo Therapy. Our local stage should be at 90%.  Ms. Katurakes stated that our committee will combine with the Disparities Committee to look at : race, ethnicity, payer source, etc. Ms. Hughes stated that the Data Committee would be handling this matter. She also indicated that she would get with the Data Committee to see where they are thus far. Blue Cross Blue Shield is doing an intervention for Colonoscopy Screening at the new Colon Health Facility (on Route 4). About 50% of our practice is Medicare and Medicaid, and 20% is Blue Cross Blue Shield. We do track Medicaid. Quality Insights of Delaware have an intervention and it is to have better communication with primary care and patients. According to the CDC, Delaware has the highest cancer rate in the country. Medicare co- payments is a concern to Dr. Grubbs. The latest barrier is private under- insurance. Mr. James Tancredi asked if Delaware’s Blue Cross Blue Shield changed its position. Ms. Katurakes informed Mr. Tancredi that cards signed by Governor Jack Markell are mailed out to clients who are 50 years of age and older, as reminders for a colon screening. She also stated that she would like to have Ms. Alva Hutchison follow- up with Quality Insights of Delaware. Ms. Hutchison accepted the task given to her. Ms. Hughes brought up the Stool DNA Space Testing. 12 states are mandating coverage for this matter. Ms. Hughes asked the committee what their take on that was. Dr. Grubbs felt that the testing looked to be expensive. He stated that the Colonoscopy is the preferred screening technique. We don’t cover: virtual colonoscopy and DNA Stool Testing. We do cover: fit equal col- blood, barrien enima, and sagmuedoscopy. Dr. Grubbs suggested that in a month, we revisit other recommended colon screening test and understand what legislation says about the issue. This task was voted to be reviewed and reported on an annual basis. 2009 report cards were passed around the table for colorectal cancer. They were distributed to us through the CDC. Mrs. Paula Hess explained to the committee that we are at B because the guidelines are not specifically referenced. This report card is based on what insurances we must cover. The legislation was passed in July but the updated legislation was passed after. The American Cancer Society, the American Gastroenological Association, the College of Gastroenology,  and is Society of Gastroanology put the analysis together. We were at B last year, but are at B again. 5 committees were brought together to create the guidelines. Ms. Hughes was asked to contact the National Colorectal Cancer Research Alliance or NCCRA. She accepted this task. Ms. Hughes informed the committee that we are now collecting more data with cancers such as… Breast, Cervical, and Prostate, they are active. 
Cancer Screening Nurse Navigator Program: Data Collection

Ms. Katurakes wants to meet up with Ms. Hughes to discuss each of the contracts and the way we serve the community across the state, is the power of each of the Cancer Care Coordinators that works. Dr. Robert Sykes was interested in Inflamitory Breast Cancer and contacted the Delaware Breast Care Coalition and is on their agenda for that project. Ms. Katurakes checked with Ms. Hughes about adding the Ductal Carcinoma in Situ or DCIS. Ms. Hughes showed the committee the updates for the Purple Book. The Book stated that there were 10,000 informational letters and only 2 of those letters were complaints about the HPV vaccine. Ms. Katurakes reviewed with everyone the goals for year 1 accomplishments with cervical. The Mammography van is still down. Cervical components can be reported right now, but not the Breast. The committee is the Medical Advisory for the Screening for Life program. There are 30 imaging sites for SFL patients. There is no incentive program for the girls 11-12. 
Update and Other
Meeting was adjourned by Dr. Grubbs at 11:33 a.m.              
Documentation

Meeting agendas, minutes and handouts are available upon request.  Please contact RaTonya Quail at: ratonya.quail@state.de.us or 744-1040 for copies of meeting materials.

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Communication & Public Education Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 18, 2009 at Delaware Technical & Community College, Dover, DE.
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