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July 18, 2005
Delaware Technical & Community College
Dover, DE

	Members
	
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Cathy Scott Holloway
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Steven S. Martin
	Center for Drug & Alcohol Studies, University of DE

	No
	The Honorable David McBride
	Delaware Senate

	No
	John Ray
	DE Department of Education

	No
	Robert Simmons
	Independent Consultant

	Attended
	A. Judson Wells
	


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Ferdinando “Fred” Gatto
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Denise Stokes
	DE Division of Public Health



Minutes were approved as written.  


Legislative and Public Policy Update
The tobacco committee discussed the importance of beginning efforts and to develop strategies to get the excise tax increased.  The IMPACT public policy committee will meet soon to determine the best course of action(s).

· Note:  There was a question as to when the date of the recent excise tax increase went into effect.  The Campaign for Tobacco-free Kids’ website reports the date of Delaware's 31 cent increase went into effect on August 1, 2003. 

There was no update to the possible change in policy to protect foster kids from secondhand smoke.  Attempts will continue to determine the status.
DCC Advisory Council Retreat June 20th
A retreat for DCC council members was held on June 20, 2005 at Christiana Care’s Helen F Graham Cancer Center. Support staff from DPH also attended. The council reviewed the current status of cancer control in the state of Delaware, to determine if any change in direction was needed, and to look at the year two accomplishments report in greater detail. There were quite a few accomplishments to report and the tobacco committee once again had many accomplishments. 

The new language suggested by the tobacco committee to increase the state tobacco excise tax to be comparable to bordering states was approved. The DCC will support statewide efforts to increase the state excise tax on cigarettes to at least $1.00 per pack.
Review of Two Year Plan

Goal #1 – At minimum, fund comprehensive statewide tobacco control activities at $8.6 million (CDC recommended minimum)

· Health fund and CDC monies about same as last year.  CDC grant was reduced by 6% of the last year.  

Goal #2 – Strengthen, expand, and enforce Delaware’s Clean Indoor Air Act (CIAA) to include public places and work space environments: 

· Legislation to weaken the CIAA by allowing outdoor smoking areas to be enclosed but remain smoking areas did not pass.

· Any efforts to weaken the law will be addressed.

Goal #3 – Strongly endorse, coordinate, and implement the action plan recommendations presented in “A Plan for a Tobacco-Free Delaware. 

· The new plan is in the process of being printed and should be available at the next IMPACT meeting in September.  

Goal #4 – Formally adopt, implement and enforce the CDC model policy for tobacco control in all Delaware schools. 

· Policies are already passed.  This has a “done” stamp for the year one. 

Goal #5 – Expand and sustain a comprehensive public awareness campaign on the health risks of tobacco use and support resources available to

 help quit smoking. 

· The Quitline is in the process of expanding services to utilize other healthcare professions as face-to-face cessation counselors.


Youth Tobacco Use in Delaware
The statistics on tobacco use among youth in Delaware from the 2004 Delaware Youth Tobacco Survey was distributed.  Highlights of the report:

· Youth smoking in middle and high schools continued the downward trend

· The knowledge and attitudes on tobacco issues among Delaware students are generally pretty high

· While smoking is decreasing, the youth who are smoking seem to be more “hard core”.  There perceptions of risk of smoking are much lower than non-smokers and they are less likely to try to quit than in past years.  They are also more exposed to social factors such as living with someone who smokes and exposed to secondhand smoke than non-smoking youth.

EPA Report – Dr. Wells
The CalEPA report on health effects of exposure to second hand smoke has now issued in final draft form.  The title is "Proposed Identification of Environmental Tobacco Smoke as a Toxic Air Contaminant".  The issuing agency is the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment.  The health effects are in Part B, which is a 540 page document plus a 50 page Appendix.  It is available on the web at http://www.arb.ca.gov/toxics/ets/dreport/dreport.htm.  A hard copy can be obtained from Jose Saldana by calling 916-322-0289.  In addition to the information on passive smoking, there are data on active smoking as well.  The carcinogenic health effects are in Chapter 7 (205 pages).  The breast cancer section is in pages 7-96 to 7-166, plus Appendix, pp. 7A-1 to 7A-46.  They state that there is conclusive evidence that tobacco smoke exposure is causally associated with breast cancer in younger, primarily pre-menopausal women, but inconclusive for older women.

The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Amy Renninger, Division of Public Health, 

302-741-2900 or via e-mail at Amy.Renninger@state.de.us: 

N/A

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Tobacco Committee meeting has been scheduled for:
Cancer Consortium
Monday, September 19, 2005

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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