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	Members
	

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society 

	Did Not Attend
	Jayne Fernsler, DSN, RN, AOCN

	Did Not Attend
	Linda Fleisher, MPH, NCI Cancer Information Service – Atlantic Region

	Attended
	Bethany Hall-Long, Ph.D., RNC, University of Delaware/DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	Surina Jordan, Ph.D., Eat to Live Network

	Did Not Attend
	Arlene Littleton, Sussex County Senior Services

	Did Not Attend
	H.C. Moore, DE Cancer Registrars Association

	Did Not Attend
	John Ray, DE Department of Education

	Attended
	Cathy Scott Holloway, DE Breast Cancer Coalition

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson, DE Senate

	Attended
	Janet Teixeira, MSS, LCSW, Cancer Care Connection

	Attended
	Linda Wolfe, DE Department of Education


	Staff
	

	Did Not Attend
	Fred Breukelman, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Alisa Olshefsky, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ashley B. Wells, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.

	Attended
	Betsy Wheeler, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.



There were no minutes submitted for the Provide Information January 16, 2007 meeting.    

Introduction of New Support Services
Chair, Representative Bethany Hall-Long, welcomed the group, and introductions were made around the room.  Representative Hall-Long informed the Committee that the Division of Public Health staff person, Mr. Fred Breukelman, was out due to a death in his family.  Division of Public Health Chronic Disease Bureau Chief, Ms. Alisa Olshefsky attended the meeting in his place.  Ms. Ashley Wells of Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. introduced herself and informed the group that she would be the new support staff to the Committee.  
Alliance Steering Committee 

Ms. Betsy Wheeler briefly updated the group on the recent formation of the Alliance Steering Committee.  All members of the Alliance were invited to participate in a February 2007 conference call to discuss the purpose of the Alliance and to set future priorities.  Based on participants’ input, it was decided that a Steering Committee be formed.   The following members agreed to join the Alliance Steering Committee:
· Terri Clifton - Nanticoke Health Services

· Cynthia Dwyer - The Wellness Community
· Joy Hicks - Medical Society of Delaware

· Vicky Tosh-Morelli - Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition

· Cindy Waddington - Christiana Care Health System

The new Steering Committee concurred a meeting was necessary to establish Alliance goals, activities, etc.  They attempted to meet before the March 19th Consortium date, however conflicting schedules were problematic.  Ms. Ashley Wells is in the process of arranging a meeting for all members, including Mr. Fred Breukelman.  Also, Dr. Surina Jordan has agreed to serve on the Steering Committee and provide liaison between it and this Committee. She plans to compose a follow-up report from the December 2006 Alliance workshop to begin establishing direction as well. Ms. Hall-Long pointed out that members seem to be in favor of holding a semi-annual gathering. 
2007-2011 Cancer Plan “Purple Book” Recommendations

Chair, Ms. Bethany Hall-Long, turned the leadership of the 2007-2011 Cancer Plan “Purple Book” Recommendations discussion over to Ms. Alisa Olshefsky.  Upon reading through Goal 1 and Objective 1b, Ms. Olshefsky noted that “health education methodology, cultural competence, health literacy and translation of science to practice and education” were the Committee’s core functions, as viewed by the Delaware Cancer Consortium Advisory Council and the Division of Public Health.  She continued to introduce the remainder of the goals and then opened the floor up for discussion.  
Ms. Linda Wolfe followed up on a discussion from the last Provide Information meeting regarding the Committee’s role within the Delaware Cancer Consortium.   She finds the group’s main function ambiguous, due to the “cross-cutting” nature of the group.  Additionally, at a previous meeting, the group discussed having each Delaware Cancer Consortium Committee include an educational component to their recommendations that would set direction for the Provide Information Committee.  Ms. Olshefsky confirmed that each Committee did indeed have educational components in their recommendations. Furthermore, Ms. Hall-Long stressed that the Committee needed to take heed of duplicating and/or minimizing certain Committee efforts, due to the inefficiency it creates.  Additionally, she proposed the potential need to add “data translation” as a new goal or added to an existing goal.  

Goal 1

Ms. Janet Teixeira voiced her thoughts on Objective 1b- Action 2, concerning resource lists on the Delaware Cancer Consortium website. Such an effort would involve an extensive amount of time, collaboration, research, and money. Therefore, when tackled, it should be a very organized, joint effort.  The “Responsible Party” block in the matrix needs to be considered in advance.  Dr. Surina Jordan expressed the need for “centralizing” many activities.   Given that providing information relative to the Delaware Cancer Consortium is supposed to be the group’s core competency, she posed the question, “How do we engage the Committees to give us the information we need, in order to then give them the information they need?”  Moreover, being perceived as “experts” in the field of education implies that the group should oversee or approve all materials dispelled from the Delaware Cancer Consortium.  Ms. Teixeira then asked if the Committee thought that a representative from Aloysius, Butler & Clark should be present at the meetings.  
Discussion ensued regarding the data translation suggestion Ms. Hall-Long had made. Ms. Alisa Olshefsky referenced the Consortium infrastructure chart for the “Purple Book.”  A data translation expert resource group will be forming under the new infrastructure for the years of 2007-2011.   This group will include epidemiologists, statisticians and researchers who will serve as a peer-review and technical analysis source to the different Committees of the Consortium.  One option is to have the Data Committee give the translated data to the Provide Information Committee to revise it into an “easy to read format” to then give back to the intended Committee.  Representative Hall-Long pointed out that such an activity may go beyond the scope of the Committee.  However, everyone agreed on the Committee developing a paradigm for all external information dissemination from the Delaware Cancer Consortium for consistency.  
After some discussion on inter-Committee communications, Ms. Olshefsky clarified the Committee member’s function for the group.   Committee members are there to make recommendations, inform and make decisions regarding the kind of information and/or activity they believe should be developed and implemented.  The Division of Public Health produces the requests of the Committee and is responsible for the majority of the “leg-work.”  
Dr. Surina Jordan expressed the concern to leverage data other Committees and chronic disease organizations are collecting on the same target audience the Delaware Cancer Consortium is often times addressing. Such an issue corresponds to the duplication of efforts Ms. Hall-Long spoke of earlier in the meeting. It would need to be added as a separate Objective 1c. and the activities would most effectively be implemented through the Cancer Education Alliance. The group felt that it was a relevant issue that had been “germinating” for some time; however, it would be challenging to meet. Ms. Alisa Olshefsky stressed the importance of linking the Delaware Cancer Consortium recommendations to cancer; however, the Alliance represents an outlet to gain insight from a broader audience. The Committee agreed to insert an Objective 1c. to read as follows, “Enhance collaboration regarding mutual goals of health advocacy and programs.”  

Goal 2 

The Statewide School Health Advisory Council is listed in Goal 2 - Objective 2a. as a platform to reduce obesity. Ms. Linda Wolfe shared that she believes it creates a narrow view of health, given that the goal only addresses physical fitness.  The program inherently excludes many children by its design.   Therefore, she suggested listing it as an action step, thus opening up objective 2a. to encompass a holistic representation of health applicable to all children. The group commented that they need to identify whether they are trying to reduce risk factors or trying to increase knowledge.  Ms. Wolfe went on to discuss Action 2 under Objective 2a.   She distributed brochures to the group on the Delaware Department of Education’s Connections to Learning program.  The program is a product of funds allocated by the Delaware Cancer Consortium to develop a School Health Advisory Committee.   She explained the program in detail, as outlined in the brochure.  The Department of Education is very excited about the program and would really like to see the Connections to Learning program included in Action 2.    Dr. Surina Jordan asked if the program addressed staff wellness, in which Ms. Wolfe responded that it touches on it, but should really do so in more detail.   After a few suggestions were discussed with the revision of Goal 2, Ms. Hall-Long proposed members have time to reflect on it since there is ample time before the recommendations need to be finalized.  
Goal 3
The group returned to the issue of creating a standard for all information disseminated from the Delaware Cancer Consortium. Ms. Olshefsky suggested the Committee’s role be to review and approve new media messages created by the media vendor, Aloysius, Butler & Clark.  The group supported the idea of developing “templates” or a paradigm for the development of media.  Ms. Wolfe did not see where the development of such protocols would fit into the recommendations.  Ms. Bethany Hall-Long proposed having it replace Objective 3a, Action 1, given time constraints inherent in meetings.   Ms. Linda Wolfe felt that there would still be a need for some dialogue or interface between Committees to determine their priorities and questioned a mechanism for such interface.    Ms. Ashley Wells informed the Committee that Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. support staff plans to increase cohesion among the Delaware Cancer Consortium Committees.  Support staff will regularly identify overarching themes and priorities expressed by each Committee.  Furthermore, Ms. Wells asked the group if an addendum to the minutes briefly describing the highlights from each Committee’s last meeting would be helpful.  The Committee responded positively to this suggestion.  Finally, the group decided to replace Action 2 under Objective 3a. to “Develop a standard protocol for any communication coming from the Delaware Cancer Consortium.” Ms. Wolfe added that this would be more effective given that the Committee members are the experts on their specific subject matter. Ms. Olshefsky said that she would make suggested revisions to the draft recommendations.  
Dr. Surina Jordan initiated discussion regarding the creation of a repository for information and data collected from programs the Delaware Cancer Consortium has already implemented. Dr. Jordan asked Ms. Olshefsky to contact Ms. Jill Rogers for more information regarding the idea.  Furthermore, Ms. Olshefsky referenced and provided the Committee the companion document to the extensive disparities report the State produced, created by Aloysius, Butler & Clark.   She noted that this was an excellent example of a product that the Data Committee could pass on to the Provide Information Committee for review and dissemination to the public.  Additionally, the Committee concurred that they need consistent interface with Aloysius, Butler & Clark.  Ms. Olshefsky will contact Aloysius, Butler & Clark regarding their possible attendance at the next Committee meeting.  

Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous Committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ashley B. Wells, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. 302-335-1495 or via e-mail at  Ashleyw@managetool.com:    

~   Delaware Department of Education Connections to Learning 
~   Visual Representation of Delaware Cancer Consortium Structure 2007-2011 (Purple Book) 

~   DRAFT - An Insight Into Inequalities:  Disparities in Cancer Incidence and Mortality in Delaware 

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Disparity Committee meeting has been scheduled for May 21, 2007, Delaware Technical Community College, Dover, DE.
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