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Minutes

	Agenda item:
	Progress Update

	Discussion:
	The committee reviewed mid-year progress updates at the January 20, 2004 meeting.  

Additional information about implementation of the CDC’s model for tobacco free schools was provided by John Ray.  All Delaware schools are implementing the model which includes: 
· smoke-free policies for all students, staff and participants in activities on school grounds  
· smoke free vehicles used to transport students (buses, vans)
· vehicles must be smoke free at all times, regardless of whether or not children are present
· cessation programs for students attempting to quit

· NOT (Not On Tobacco) curriculum is the only nationally accepted curriculum that has been demonstrated to be effective

The policy also bans clothing with tobacco company logos on school grounds as well as acceptance of funds from tobacco companies.  
Schools may implement more stringent policies than those recommended by CDC – an example of this is the decision by some schools to ban possession of tobacco products by students (current state law does not ban possession by minors). 

DOE is using tobacco settlement funds to purchase signs to be posted in schools to notify students, staff and visitors of tobacco policies.
Enforcement of all policies is carried out by the school/district administration.

John Ray also provided the group with information about the coordinated school health councils.  Designed to incorporate health messages into all aspects of the curriculum, applications form schools to participate are now being accepted by DOE.


	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Provide the names of schools interested in submitting applications to participate in the coordinated school health program to John Ray
	All members
	


	Agenda item:
	Certification of Cancer Registrars

	Discussion:
	Currently some Delaware hospital registrars are certified and some are not.  Both New Jersey and New York currently require certification.   It was agreed that additional information should be obtained about costs of obtaining and maintaining certification.  

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Obtain information about the costs of obtaining and maintaining certification

· Provide the group with sample legislation requiring certification of hospital cancer registrars

· Obtain information about whether the DPH contract for cancer registry services will include continuing education for hospital registrars and whether the vendor is approved to provide continuing education credits
	Jill Rogers
	May 17, 2004


	Agenda item:
	Retrospective study

	Discussion:
	Jill Rogers informed the group that the study tool was finalized and the project is now beginning the IRB process. Areas of concern that were addressed include:

· Comparison group – sample size, selection process, distribution

· Case group – sample size, selection process, distribution

· Validity of results 

· Power calculations for sampling

· Confidence intervals of results to be presented

· Information regarding cancer cases:

· Role of staging in selection

.

	
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Provide the final version of the survey tool to members
	Jill Rogers
	With minutes


	Agenda item:
	Public education alliance

	Discussion:
	The timeline for creation of the alliance was reviewed again by members.  It was agreed that information collected about existing cancer education should include target audience, amount spent on each activity, funding source, method of follow-up/evaluation and any partners with which organizations work to carry out activities.
In addition, the group agreed that the summit should be held in October 2004 and that it should also address best practices and vehicles for dissemination of cancer education (peer education, schools, speakers’ bureaus, web, etc.)

The group agreed that DPH should consider ACS and CIS resources (e-tool and consumer health profiles) In development of the Alliance.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Revise timeline to reflect discussion and provide to committee members
	Jill Rogers
	With minutes


	Agenda item:
	Cancer research issues

	Discussion:
	The group reaffirmed that it would receive follow up questions related to the cancer data presented by DPH today.

A more in depth discussion of the group’s role in Delaware cancer research issues will be included in the next meeting agenda

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· none
	
	


	Agenda item:
	Retrospective study

	Discussion:
	Jill Rogers informed the group that the study tool was finalized and the project is now beginning the IRB process. Areas of concern that were addressed include:

· Comparison group – sample size, selection process, distribution

· Case group – sample size, selection process, distribution

· Validity of results 

· Power calculations for sampling

· Confidence intervals of results to be presented

· Information regarding cancer cases:

· Role of staging in selection

Jayne Fernsler expressed concerns of the original Data and Research committee as to the validity of results, conclusions that will be drawn and possible misinterpretation of the data collected with this study. 

.

	
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Provide the final version of the survey tool to members
	Jill Rogers
	With minutes


	Agenda item:
	Next meeting date

	Discussion:
	Next meeting will be held on May 17, 2004 at 12:30 p.m. – location to be announced

	
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	
	
	


Other Information

	Materials:
	Final Retrospective study tool
Revised Public Education Alliance timeline
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