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November 15, 2004

Delaware Technical Community College

Terry Campus

Dover, DE 


	Members
	
	

	Attended
	Grier Stayton
	DE Dept of Agriculture

	Attended
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	No
	John A. Hughes
	Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

	No
	Meg Maley RN, BSN
	Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	No
	Gilbert J. Marshall, P.G.
	Marshall GeoScience, Inc.

	No
	Patricia Scarborough
	American Cancer Society

	No
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson
	Delaware Senate

	Called In
	Laurel Standley
	

	No
	The Honorable Stephanie Ulbrich
	Delaware House of Representatives

	Attended
	Robert Zimmerman
	Delaware Department of Natural Resources


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Thom May
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Laura Benton
	DE Division of Public Health


	Public Attendees
	

	Attended
	Serena Jordan
	World of Nutrition

	
	
	


Ms. Maley introduced those in attendance.


The May 17, 2004 Environmental Committee minutes were reviewed and approved with one change.

Activity Review

Mr. May gave a brief overview of the projects under this committee.  A handout was given out as well.  

· Enforcement of the Clean Indoor Air Act - $55,000
· Monitoring of the Water Systems – Shallow Aquifer Study - $650,000
· Fish Advisories - $30,000
· Radon Project - $75,000
· Develop/Maintain a Public Education Campaign - Team Study - $249,000
· Fish Sampling - $50,000
· Environment - Awareness/Fish - $10,000
· Conduct Awareness Campaign – Fish Sampling - $35,000 (not released)
· Establishment of Occupational Health Office - $250,000
· Status of funds?
Ms. Maley presented that they are still learning about 

· the flow of the funds, 
· spending criteria, 
· timeframes of funds (one year), and 
· the sources of the funds (Tobacco Project/Settlement, Cancer Council Recommendations, Federal Fiscal Relief Fund).
Update for Division of Public Health Staff

· Team Study

Ms. Maley presented that:

· Due to recent research that the terminology for “team study” should change to indoor exposure awareness campaign or indoor carcinogens

· The relationship with Shipley Associates has ended and a different firm will be picked for the public awareness campaign.  There is a subcommittee that is working on this campaign.  

· Mr. May reported that the Agency will be working on the projects with contracts starting by February 2005 and will update the committee.   

· DATAS Study

Ms. Maley reported that:

· The DATAS study is ongoing and the monitoring is just about complete.  The quality assurance/control is underway.  

· The information will go to risk assessment by year end/first quarter of 2005 .

· Information will be available by May/June 2005 and will give us trends/rates of air quality in Delaware.

· Study of Shallow Aquifers

Ms. Maley reported that Mr. Hallock gave a briefing on November 10 and a new strategy to the goal is being implemented.

· The Delaware Geological Survey is going to compile all of the research on all studies of shallow aquifers (private and public water) in the State.

· Once the information is compiled, we will be able to target those areas that need more data.  

· Fish Study/Fish Advisory Awareness Study

Mr. Maley reported that Mr. Greene and Mr. Whitmore gave a briefing on their activities.

· 30 out of 38 samples (over 100 fish) were obtained.   Sampling will continue and data will be available by May/June 2005.

· Delaware and New Jersey are now consistent with joint fish advisories (previously inconsistent).

· Presentations about fish contamination/health advisories have been done.

· An article about an inorganic arsenic spill and effects on the fish was completed.

· The study on advisory awareness survey has met with some challenges including some resistance with the surveys and less anglers than expected.   

· They are still gathering information for the fish awareness study.

· The analysis of this information is still to be accomplished—unsure whether this will be outsourced or what to do with the data.  

· Education/Awareness Campaign

· Funding for this project has not been released.  Mr. May will check on the status of this funding.

· Status of this project needs to be addressed at the next meeting.

· Ms. Maley requested a chart on all the projects, who is involved, status and timelines.

· Mr. Zimmerman asked about status of project regarding fish not locally caught (bought at supermarkets).  Ms. Standley reported that this is one of her concerns.  The group discussed how to give the public information about contamination of fish (public awareness campaign) and agreed to add this to the indoor air/healthy homes list.

· Fish Signs

· Mr. May presented that 

· the locations for the signs have been surveyed,  and

· the signs are being produced.

· Radon Remediation

· Ms. Maley reported that she met with Ms. Fisher-Tyler, Office of Radiation Control, regarding the status of create and promote a new initiative to promote radon testing and provide financial assistance for remediation to low income home owners.  The program is having difficulty finding people to use it despite outreach through the media and through community offerings.  This is not a priority for those in low income housing.  The group discussed the options and agreed that this item would be better served to be one of the focuses of the public awareness campaign that include water, lead, etc.  

· Ms. Maley presented that Representative Sorenson has started the groundwork for legislation.  

· The group discussed radon testing at schools and homes in the State.  Ms. Brown will check with other states about disclosure at the time of sale of property.  

· Ms. Maley suggested having a sub-committee meeting with Ms. Brown, Agency staff including Mr. May, the legislative staff, and any other members that volunteer to report at the next meeting.  Mr. May will discuss further with Ms. Maley.

· Additional Updates

· Ms. Maley gave a quick update on the OSHA piece that Representative Hall-Long is working on.  Some progress was made and is on-going.  Target will be state employees at public buildings.  This is a place to begin.  Mr. May reported that the funding on this project has not been released.  

· Ms. Maley reported on the dry cleaning piece.  Dr. Llewellyn will be researching alternatives for chemicals presently being used by dry cleaners.  This item will also be included in the public awareness campaign.  Ms. Maley also reported that the small business ombudsman from DNREC will be contacted by the Agency to talk about this issue.  


Annual Report of Progress

· Comments
· Ms. Maley asked the group if anyone had any questions.  Mr. May reported that the first annual report was out.  The Agency will be obtaining more copies for those who request them.  

· 2005 Environmental Report
· The next report will be out September 2005.


State Support for Environmental Committee – Thom May, Laura Benton
Membership
· Ms. Maley asked the group to let her know of anyone who would be interested in being a member as there has been some attrition (members from advocacy groups or industry would be a good addition).  Ms. Maley asked the Agency to send out this request via email to all members.  

Next meeting has been scheduled for January 18th, 2005 at 12:30 p.m.
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