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	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Heather Bittner-Fagen, MD

	Did Not Attend
	Victoria Cooke, DE Breast Cancer Coalition, Inc.

	Attended
	Mary Cindy Farach-Carson, Ph. D.

	Attended
	Susan Forbes, American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD, Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Paula Hess, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	Heather Homick, NCI’s Cancer Information Service

	Attended
	Nora Katurakes, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	Carolee Polek, DE Diamond Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society

	Attended
	Natwarlal Ramani, MD, G.I. Associates of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Jo Wardell, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rafael Zaragoza, MD,  PROCAP


	Staff
	

	Attended
	Katherine Hughes, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Donna-Marie King, Aloysius Butler & Clark

	Attended
	Alisa Olshefsky, DE Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Alex Parkowski, Aloysius Butler & Clark

	Attended
	Kristi Walters, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	Karen Savin, DE Division of Public Health


	Public Attendees/Other
	

	Attended
	Milton A Gottschall, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rick McClernan, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Stephanie Herrera, GlaskoSmithKline

	Attended
	Betsy Wheeler, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.





Committee members approved the September 17, 2007 Early Detection and Prevention Committee meeting minutes without changes. 

Delaware Cancer Treatment Program

In response to the committee’s prior request for an in-depth review, Dr. Stephen Grubbs directed the group’s attention to the Delaware Cancer Treatment Program (DCTP).  Ms. Alisa Olshefsky referred the groups to the following information in their packets to review:  “Distribution of Cases, Race x Sex x County”; “DCTP All Time Colorectal Cancer Cases, Sex x Race”; and “DCTP All Time Cancer Cases, Cost by Cancer Type by Sex.”  She pointed out that African-American males DCTP participation in Kent County was lower than that of New Castle and Sussex counties (4.49% compared to 26.97% of African American New Castle County males).  However; DCTP is investigating Medicaid/Medicare recipients by county, which could indicate the number of Kent County residents who were unable to utilize the program.  Dr. Grubbs commented the population graphs seem to indicate that more Sussex County residents could be taking advantage of the program as well.  He also suggested presenting the data by population, rather than all time cases, especially since Kent County’s population is smaller.  When looking at “All Time Cancer Cases, Cost by Cancer Type by Sex”, the group noted that costs and number of cases could increase due to expanded screening promotion efforts, particularly in the example of prostate screenings.  Ms. Olshefsky concluded the committee should revisit the updated program data next year and offered to provide the data to the members should they so desire.  Dr. Grubbs requested that “total cost per case” be added by cancer type.
HPV Initiative Updates
Ms. Olshefsky referred the group to the handout entitled “HPV Initiative Update – October 2007” and reviewed the primary objective of this Division of Public Health (DPH) Immunization Office initiative funded by state, federal, and DCC funds.  Ms. Olshefsky noted that the DCC funding would primarily be used to cover women who do not qualify for the State’s immunization program.  Although this could mean that overall dollars spent through DCC would be relatively low, the plan is to look at total vaccinations.  The target population is 19-26 year olds and DPH is thinking of ways on how to better campaign to this group, such as providing incentives to those who obtain vaccinations.  Ideas for reaching the target population included emphasizing such incentives to the universities and encouraging DCC members across the various committees associated with hospitals to bring this back to their home bases for advocacy efforts. Action steps will begin by working with the Department of Education, school administrators and school nurses, along with the DPH Immunization Registry, to commence the phases of the initiative. Incentives will also be provided for those who obtain vaccines.  
Kent County Demographic Information
At the last meeting, it was reported from the three year rolling averages for Age-Adjusted Incidence and Mortality Rates, that although incidence rates have declined for whites, the same did not hold true for African Americans. DPH has examined data variants, for example, insurance rates to socioeconomic status for Kent County.  It was discovered that when looking at the data over a three year period, small numbers were shown, but when looking over a larger period, the same trends were not seen.  Ms. Olshefsky asked that this be tabled for discussion at the next meeting, as there is a lot of data to review.  Dr. Grubbs asked when new Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) data would be available, and Ms. Olshefsky stated that information for 2007 would probably be ready for the January 2008 meeting.
CRC Media Campaign
Ms. Donna-Marie King, Aloysius Butler & Clark, shared with the group a media campaign for colorectal cancer screening that included a billboard design, print ad and TV spot.  Ms. King also shared the campaign for the HPV vaccine series examples used for a print ad and Spanish poster for Screening for Life (SFL).  The kickoff of the media campaign will occur at the beginning of 2008.  Ms. Olshefsky mentioned that the Spanish campaign was geared towards this target group differently – the message was geared towards this group by using emphasis placed on the importance of the concept of “family”, which led to a more cohesive message than was previously seen in typical English to Spanish translation efforts.  It was mentioned that a good way to get this message across would be through the Federally Qualified Health Centers and Adopt-A-Family Program.  A Spanish version will be provided for those who would like to get this message out to the public now prior to the media release in 2008.  
Prostate Cancer Screening Guidelines for SFL
Ms. Olshefsky informed the Committee that the prostate cancer screening guidelines have been approved and are currently being implemented. Ms. Olshefsky shared with the group that within the past month, there have already been five African American males, over the age of fifty, involved in the diagnostic stage of treatment.  A discussion ensued regarding methods to increase the number of urologists that participate in Screening for Life (SFL) and overall within the Community Healthcare Access Program (CHAP). Ms. Betsy Wheeler informed the group that currently there are only three SFL urologists participating statewide and only two participating CHAP urologists, one in both Kent and Sussex Counties. The Committee agreed that although there is an adequate number of treatment providers involved in SFL, there is a lack of participating urologists who can provide cancer screenings. Dr. Grubbs agreed to look into recruitment of additional physicians in the New Castle County area and agreed to contact Dr. Zaragoza to discuss his assistance with recruitment in Sussex and Kent Counties. 
State Added Colorectal Cancer BRFSS Questions

Ms. Olshefsky provided the group with a preliminary handout regarding the BRFSS State-added questions regarding colorectal screening data. The data indicated a significant increase in the overall percentage rates of individuals who are having colorectal screenings completed. Ms. Olshefsky emphasized that this data illustrated a large accomplishment within a small period of time (nine months). The group concurred that the numbers were very encouraging.  As the data was broken down by county, Ms. Nora Katurakes inquired if the data could be reduced further to Wilmington area specific figures to help with the city’s ongoing initiatives. Ms. Olshefsky agreed to look into this. Additionally, she informed the group that they should have the complete BRFSS data by January  2008. 

Database Workgroup Presentation

Mr. Rick McClernan shared with the group the Database Workgroup updates.  From this data, members discussed entering detailed polyp data (type, location, etc.) into the database.  The group decided that it may be clearer to have the polyp data simplified by a field that shows: < or > than 1 rather than the current field – the option for polyp size may not be needed by cm location.  
Development of New Biomarkers for Identifying High Risk Cancer Patients

Dr. Grubbs introduced Dr. Cindy Farach-Carson, from the University of Delaware Center for Cancer Research, who gave a presentation concerning the need for the development of strategic partnerships to further cancer prevention. Dr. Farach-Carson informed the group that she is part of a National Cancer Institute program that is conducting this research project through a strategic partnership with Emory University and the American Cancer Society.  Dr. Farach-Carson explained that this study has been administered through the Center for Translational Cancer Research and involved clinicians from the Helen F. Graham Cancer Center, “Strategic Diagnostics” - a local bio-technology company, and the University of Delaware. The goal of the study, Dr Farach-Carson explained, is to provide physicians with additional tools to assist them in identifying high risk cancer patients. The premise behind the project is the need for sensitive tools to identify patients with invasive cancers. Another driving force of the research is the knowledge that tumor dissemination occurs much earlier than previously believed.  One objective of the research is to develop a new screening tool to detect when these new tumors are starting to grow. Dr. Farach-Carson shared with the Committee that they have found there are molecular means to detect this. Through this study kits will be developed to assist physicians in identifying those patients that are about to relapse or deteriorate to a second stage cancer, as they believe they will help in determining appropriate treatment planning.  The Committee agreed that this research was very exciting.
Quarterly Data Update on Nurse Navigation and Champions of Change Programs

Due to time constraints this topic will be postponed until the next meeting.
Updates/Other (related events held/to be held, related achievements, etc.)


Ms. Olshefsky informed the Committee that the anticipated Purple Book is currently at the Governor’s office and is awaiting printing. 
Ms. Olshefsky reminded the group of the upcoming 1st annual DCC Retreat that will be held on February 7, 2007 and members were provided with the retreat draft agenda. Ms. Olshefsky shared with the group that Governor Minner will be attending and has agreed to give the opening remarks. Ms. Olshefsky remarked that there has been a significant amount of national interest as well in Delaware’s accomplishments. Pre-registration forms were also distributed and members were encouraged to complete and return their registration as soon as possible.  

Ms. Olshefsky addressed the Early Detection and Prevention Green Book Accomplishments. The Committee agreed on the accomplishments that will be detailed in the Green Book. 
Dr. Grubbs questioned if Dr.  Bruce Bowman would be able to attend and present at the January DCC meeting. Ms. Olshefsky stated that she would follow up on this and see if he is available. 


Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Kristi Walters at 302-335-1495 or via e-mail at KristiW@ManageTool.com: 


- DCTP Distribution of Cases, Race by Sex by County
- DCTP All Time Colorectal Cancer Cases, Sex by Race 
- DCTP All Time Cancer Cases, Cost by Cancer by Sex
- DCC ED&P Committee HPV Initiative Update, October 2007
- CRC Media Campaign Samples
- Screening for Life Prostate Screening Guidelines
- State-Added Questions regarding Colorectal Cancer Screening
- DCC Cancer Screening and Care Coordination, Thursday, November 15, 2007

- Quarterly Data Update on Nurse Navigation and Champions of Change Program
- DCC Colorectal Cancer Committee Year 4 Green Book Accomplishments document
- DCC 1st Annual Retreat Flyer and Registration Form



The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Early Detection and Prevention Committee meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, January 22, 2008 at Delaware Technical Community College, Dover, DE (Monday, January 21, 2008 is Martin Luther King, Jr. Day).
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