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May 16, 2005

Delaware Technical Community College

Terry Campus

Dover, DE 


	Members
	
	

	
	
	

	No
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	Attended
	John A. Hughes
	Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

	Attended
	Meg Maley RN, BSN
	Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	No
	Gilbert J. Marshall, P.G.
	Marshall GeoScience, Inc.

	No
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson
	Delaware Senate

	Called In
	Laurel Standley
	

	Attended
	Grier Stayton
	DE Dept of Agriculture

	Attended
	Ann Tyndall
	American Cancer Society

	No
	The Honorable Stephanie Ulbrich
	Delaware House of Representatives

	Attended
	Robert Zimmerman
	Delaware Department of Natural Resources


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Bill Bowser
	Delaware Cancer Consortium

	Attended
	Thom May
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Laura Benton
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ming Lau
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ed Hallock
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Gerald Llewellyn
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jill Rogers
	DE Division of Public Heatlh

	Attended
	Roy Miller
	DE Dept. of Natural Resources & Env. Control

	Attended
	James Werner 
	DE Dept. of Natural Resources & Env. Control

	
	

	Public Attendees
	

	Attended
	Mark Neimeister
	Delaware Geological Survey

	Attended
	Coley duPont
	Aloysius Butler & Clark

	Attended
	Surina Jordan
	Eat to Live Nutrition Services

	
	
	


The group introduced themselves.


Ms. Maley asked that the presentation on Arsenic in the Soil by DNREC be given.

· James Werner, Division Director, Air and Waste Management, DNREC, spoke about himself and his background before coming to DNREC.  He also explained that Air and Waste Management is responsible for air pollution, hazardous waste, solid waste, emergency response, criminal enforcement, extremely hazardous substance recording and underground storage tanks.  Mr. Werner also works with the Water programs.  
· Mr. Werner brought up a memo that gave rise to concerns about arsenic (standard).  The memo relates to changing the action level and standard.  Mr. Werner gave a handout and then explained the information.
· Mr. Werner explained about background levels of arsenic in soil (see histogram in back of package).  Arsenic is elemental in soil (it occurs naturally).  Background levels vary in different parts of the world.  An average of the world’s background levels is 10 ppm.  Delaware’s natural background levels of arsenic runs about 29 ppm (at the 95% confidence).  There is also some variability of levels due to many reasons.  The Hazardous Substances Cleanup Act in Delaware for arsenic levels is 1 in 100,000 (10-5); acceptable EPA policy is 10-6 to 10-4 (trigger).  As it is not feasible to remove all the soil to meet these standards, as DNREC follows the guidelines which say background is the acceptable level.  DNREC acknowledges that “background” itself is variable so they basically plan to deal with hotspots.  
· Mr. Bowser asked for more explanation about the standard and whether it has changed.  The group discussed levels, standards and background of arsenic.  Secretary Hughes reported that he would obtain additional information for Mr. Bowser.   The group also discussed other states and how they handle arsenic levels in soil.
· Ms. Maley asked Mr. Werner how he would deal with a level of 29 ppm of arsenic in soil.  Mr. Werner presented that they would take a look at and ascertain why the level is 29 ppm (if natural or not) and then perhaps blend the soil to bring the level down.  Mr. Werner presented that 29 ppm is at the 95th percentile of background (naturally occurring).  The group discussed cancer rates but that it is based on a lot of variables (to include ingestion, inhalation, etc.).  
· The group discussed New Jersey’s level of 20 ppm and their proposed level of 8 ppm.   Mr. Werner reported that their proposed level of 8 ppm is comparable to Delaware’s level of 10 ppm (mid level).
· Mr. Werner briefly discussed the page in his handout on chickens, manure and arsenic.  There is arsenic in chicken feed.  
· Mr. Werner also briefly spoke to the health effects of arsenic as per a study (see handout).  The information discusses consumption levels for children versus adults.  The group also discussed “green” States and other States’ levels of arsenic.
· Mr. Werner’s next page was on variability in clean up goals in sites and the last page was an analysis which summarizes levels of arsenic in items purchased at garden stores.
· Ms. Maley noted that the reason this issue is being discussed was because of the newspaper article and asked what prompted the article.  Secretary Hughes reported that several items prompted the article--an interim standard for a level of concern having an action level of 23 and being processed without a public hearing was another one.  Secretary Hughes reported that this interim standard will be going through a public hearing.  Mr. Bowser noted that he is confused about the standard and requested a copy of the memo(s).   He also shared that he did not understand “background.”  Mr. Werner presented that the level of 23 is a toxicity level (action level) and prompts a second look.  Secretary Hughes reported that he would give Mr. Bowser a chronology of levels and changes and reasons for these changes and would send Mr. Bowser a copy of the memo(s) in question.  

Indoor Air Carcinogens Campaign

· Mr. duPont, from Aloysius Butler and Clark introduced himself and briefly spoke about the contract of which they are the vendor.  The plan will have two thrusts—radon and everything else.  Ads are being processed.  Two focus groups will be put together (one upstate and one downstate).  The groups will consist of about ten people each.  The groups will be shown the creative materials and have input on the materials.  Also, a 900-person survey (300 per county) will be conducted to obtain a baseline of what the public knows about indoor air carcinogens.   
· The group discussed the Healthy Homes concept and the number of carcinogens that could be involved.  
Private Shallow Wells Water Project

· Mr. Neimeister from the Delaware Geological Survey presented that they are looking at information in private and domestic wells supplied by the Columbia Aquifer (shallow wells).  They have a database set up and will be putting the information they gather into this database.  It will take them about a year to gather all the data and another six months to create a decent GIS map with the info.  

· Mr. Miller revisited the fish consumption awareness/compliance survey that DNREC did for for this committee.   He requested that additional funds from FY06 be used to take the information that was gathered and have a consultant prepare a report.  The group discussed the DNREC projects and agreed to discuss further the option to continue work on this project and another project (awareness campaign).

· Mr. May presented that there was a handout on radon, the agency’s position on radon and asked everyone to please get a copy.  Senator Sorenson met with Secretary Meconi, DHSS, to discuss radon, possible legislation and information about public schools.  The agency did find information  from 1986 that 100 public school were tested for radon levels and levels were not elevated.

· Mr. May briefly reported on the projects that are funded for FY06; $30,000 for onsite fish advisories, $35,000 for the awareness campaign, $249,000 for indoor air carcinogens, $75,000 for radon mitigation (low income), $50,000 for fish sampling, and $400,000 for monitoring water systems.  Mr. May presented that projects and the “green book” may need to be revisited.  

· Ms. Maley asked about the status of DATAS and Mr. Zimmerman reported he had no information for this meeting but the information would be coming.  The sampling data has been through quality assurance and delivered to Public Health.  Public Health is working on the risk characterization for the air samples.  Phase two of this project (using models) to measure concentrations will be completed by end of the year.  

· Ms. Maley reported briefly that two items still under this committee’s purview (the establishment of the state OSHA office and creating industry incentives for dry cleaners to eliminate the use of cancer causing products) need to be discussed, reworked, scrapped, or pushed forward.   Mr. Zimmerman offered to get information from an office under the DNREC’s Air Program that funds technical assistance and could possibly be already doing some of the work.  


Next meeting has been scheduled for July 18, 2005 at 12:30 p.m.
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