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* DRAFT *                                                                                                               

October 15, 2007
8:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Delaware Technical & Community College
Terry Campus, Dover, DE

	Members
	
	

	Attended
	William Bowser, Esquire
	Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor / DCC Chairman

	Attended
	John C. Carney, Lieutenant Governor
	State of Delaware

	No
	Matt Denn, Insurance Commissioner
	State of Delaware

	Attended
	Christopher N. Frantz, MD
	A.I. DuPont Hospital for Children

	Called In
	Stephen Grubbs, MD
	Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Called In
	The Honorable Bethany Hall-Long, PhD, RNC
	University of Delaware / DE House of Representatives

	Called In
	Patricia Hoge, PhD, RN
	American Cancer Society

	Called In
	John A. Hughes
	Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

	No
	The Honorable Pam Maier
	DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN
	Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	No
	The Honorable David McBride
	DE Senate

	Attended
	Jeanne Mell
	DE State Chamber of Commerce

	No
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD
	Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Jaime H. Rivera, MD, FAAP
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson
	DE Senate

	Attended
	James E. Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO
	Beebe Hospital – Tunnel Cancer Center


	Staff / Guests
	
	

	Attended
	Mike Cordrey
	Aloysius Butler & Clark (AB&C)

	No
	Michelle Eichinger
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Fred Gatto
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jane Getchell 
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ming Lau
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Bill Leitzinger
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Alisa Olshefsky
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Jill Rogers
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Karen Savin
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Marjorie Shannon
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Allison Shevock
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ashley Wells
	Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. 

	Attended 
	Betsy Wheeler
	Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.

	Attended
	Bob Zimmerman
	DE Department of Natural Resources



The August meeting minutes were approved.

Announcements
New Advisory Council member Jeanne Mell from the Delaware State Chamber of Commerce was welcomed by the group.  Ms. Mell will be chairing the new Workplace & Workforce Committee.
Ms. Bethany Hall Long went on to give a brief recap of the Cancer Education Alliance’s “Communicating to Improve Health Literacy” Workshop held on October 3, 2007.  Ms. Hall-Long stated the program was an overall success, there was excellent representation of the target audience, great speaker feedback, and a helpful toolkit distributed to all attendess.  Lieutenant Governor John Carney asked if the Alliance had worked with the DE Department of Education (DOE) when planning the program. Ms. Ashley Wells replied that Ms. Linda Wolfe from DOE was a Communication & Public Education Committee member and had some program input. Unfortunately, a recent promotion disabled Ms. Wolfe from taking a more active role in the planning process.  Mr. Carney explained his interest was related to similar recommendations of the Health Disparities Task Force and asked that they be considered for the potential of future collaboration.  
DPH Updates
Ms. Alisa Olshefsky updated the Council on the status of the purple books and the Year 4 Green Book Accomplishments.   Draft hard copies of the purple books were provided for each member to review.  Any edits to committee recommendations should be submitted by Friday October 18, as the book will soon be going to press.   Additionally, committees are also working on finalizing their Year 4 Green Book Accomplishments.  
Ms. Olshefsky also reminded the Council about the Consortium-wide, all-day retreat that has been set for February 7 at Delaware Technical & Community College, Terry Campus, in Dover. The Council will also meet the morning of February 8 (approximately 9am – noon) in the same location.  An additional speaker, Dr. Adam Weinburg with the Intercultural Cancer Council  has been recruited for the retreat.  
The Cancer Incidence and Mortality Report will be distributed and discussed at the next Advisory Council meeting in December.   Mr. Bill Bowser noted a related article on the front page of the News-Journal that states the DE cancer incidence has decreased, but mortality has not and remains higher than the national rate.  
Update from Environment Committee on Indian River Status
Mr. Bill Bowser thanked Ms. Meg Maley, DPH, and DNREC for all their recent hard work due to the unexpected unveil of press-centered information regarding the Indian River Plant and cancer cluster.  The Environment Committee consulted DPH and DNREC on how to best further the study on the Indian River Cancer Cluster.  DPH and DNREC recommended a three phase plan.  Phase I includes testing the particulate matter in the areas surrounding the plant, as well as conducting community level health surveys to rule out smoking.  For phase II DNREC suggested issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) to establish a formal monitoring program in Indian River.  Phase III will consist of resurrecting SJR II from 1995 as a statewide monitoring exercise of environmental health impacts, including but not limited to cancer.  
The group proceeded to discuss the tri-phased study.  Mr. Bowser explained SJR II was a comprehensive air monitoring study for approximately eighty-one known carcinogens that controls for air flow, time of day, etc...  The monitoring trailers still exist, but are not currently monitoring.  The Sussex County trailer is upwind of the Indian River site, which has raised concern in the public.  Mr. Carney distributed NCI’s response letter to his request for methodological review of the state’s study plan.  NCI will provide further feedback by October 15th or 22nd and CDC will be asked again for input.  Secretary John Hughes commented that there was a relevant DNJ article pending and an interview with Chris Barrish.  He also insisted that a strong collaborative relationship between DHSS and DNREC has attributed to the success of the project plan thus far, and will continue to in the future.  Mr. Carney had several concerns that he felt should be considered, such as: 

- the overall value of air monitoring


- the validity of upstream versus downstream monitoring in Sussex County in part based on data that shows airflow comes from the west.  

- the female lung cancer rates for Sussex County are declining, while nationally they are increasing 

Mr. Hughes agreed to check with DNREC staff to clear up the question about wind direction not always coming from the west.  

DCC Media Presentation
Mr. Mike Cordrey presented the new DCC campaigns AB&C has developed.  He briefly described the development process and the group previewed the Colorectal Nurse Navigation program billboard and TV spots, the HPV newspaper inserts, the Spanish Screening for Life tv spot, Indoor Air Exposure campaign, Tobacco counter-marketing including Quitline tv and prints ads and youth tobacco tv spots.  Finally, Mr. Cordrey described the DCC website changes that will take effect in the near future to reflect the changes of the purple book.  The website will also be enhanced to include user accounts for uploading and editing content.  
Results of Retrospective Study of Cancer Survivors 

Ms. Marj Shannon informed the group that DCC initiated this study in 2002 to better understand the cancer risk factors present in DE.  The study was designed to enhance the utilization of the information derived from BRFSS data and foused on breast, prostate, and lung cancers.  Ms. Shannon then proceeded to review the results of the study, all outlined and available in book form, entitled “Looking Back: Results of a Retrospective Survey of Delawareans Diagnosed with Cancer.” 

The next Advisory Council meeting has been scheduled for:
Monday, December 17, 2007
8:30 – 10 a.m.

Delaware Technical and Community College

Terry Campus ~ Dover, DE
The next Delaware Cancer Consortium meeting has been scheduled for:
Monday, November 19, 2007
Delaware Technical and Community College

Terry Campus ~ Dover, DE[image: image1.png]
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