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	MEETING MINUTES

Tobacco Committee

	January 16, 2004

8:30 am – 10:00 am

American Cancer Society

New Castle, DE



	Attendees

	
	
	

	Patricia Hoge, RN, PhD
	
	American Cancer Society

	Deborah Brown
	
	American Lung Association of DE

	Jeanne Chiquione
	
	American Cancer Society

	Cathy Scott Holloway
	
	American Cancer Society

	Steven S. Martin
	
	University of DE, Dept. of Sociology & Criminal Justice

	The Honorable David McBride
	
	Delaware Senate

	John Ray
	
	Delaware Department of Education

	Robert Simmons
	
	

	A. Judson Wells, PhD 
	
	

	Betsy Wheeler
	
	Management Concepts, Inc

	
	
	

	*Call in Participant



Minutes were reviewed and approved without changes.

Introductions and Acknowledgements

Committee members introduced themselves.  Steve Martin was welcomed to the committee.  
Ms. Patricia Hoge acknowledged how proud she and Delaware were when Mr. Judson Wells was quoted at a recent national conference in Boston. Senator McBride’s impact at this same national conference of 3,000 was acknowledged. 
Mr. McBride noted the interest expressed by health officials from other states since that conference (largely in follow-up with the American Lung Association in Delaware vis a vis Deborah Brown)

Ms. Hoge further acknowledged the work Deborah Brown did to prepare for that same conference and the pride Delaware should take in these individuals’ work on behalf of creating a Smoke Free Delaware.

Ms. Hoge opened the meeting with stating the committees charge on this date to learn more detail on existing initiatives.

Results of IMPACT Delaware Poll on Clean Indoor Air Act

Deborah Brown reported that 625 registered Delaware voters were polled from October 21-27. This revealed a strong support for the Delaware Clean Indoor Air Act.  The results are broken down in the survey by county, perspective and party line. Robert Simmons noted the positive shift to support of this Act from individuals in Kent County. He then questioned Senator McBride on his perspective of how party line and “politics” in Dover affects this work. Senator McBride noted that regardless of the party affiliation of elected officials, voters (evidenced by this poll) are seemingly, by majority, supportive of the Clean Indoor Air Act Committee members offered Senator Simpson (Republican from the Milford area) and Senator Stone (Republican from the Dover area) as examples of strong bi-partisan support of this Act.  The Committee agreed that concern over tobacco use is a-political and enjoys bi-partisan support.  See the attached summarized poll results. 
Senator McBride offered thoughts about his experience and perception of there no longer being a mood of “what are we going to do to reverse this,” particularly as related to establishments that serve alcohol.  Kent County previously had been considered a more problematic area regarding this Act.  Through various efforts to promote the Clean Indoor Air Act, Kent County has become more favorable toward the Act.  Senator Vaughn and Representative Ennis introduced a bill (SB #197) on January 15 that would enable the Department of Health and Social Services to fine people and establishments for violating the Act.  Fred Gatto offered some thoughts on violation of this law as it relates to businesses. If someone is found in violation, they are sent a notification letter.  They can either pay the fine or request a hearing with the DHSS.  Establishments could have their liquor licenses suspended for a violation because the license is contingent on being a “good citizen.”  Ms. Hoge suggested that the Committee become more familiar with the implications of Senate Bill 197.

Update on Progress Related to the 18 and Under Population in Delaware

Deborah Brown reported on “Kick Butts Generation,” the youth tobacco control movement involving over 4,000 young people.  The groups meet periodically to plan activities and information dissemination to prevent youth from starting to smoke.  The youth are involved in planning and delivering activities; newsletters, retreats, a web site (whysmoke.org), the “Kick Butts” mobile, special events, etc.  Kick Butts Generation was originally founded by funds from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It is now funded through the Delaware Division of Public Health’s Helpline contract dollars.
Teens Against Tobacco Use (TATU)

This program uses a “train the trainer” approach that devises methods for reaching younger kids (5-12 years) to not start smoking. Some methods include plays, dances, presentations, etc.  School-based wellness centers and school nurses are heavily involved in these initiatives.

The American Lung Association

Other special events sponsored by the Lung Association include collaboration with sports teams, local leaders, conducted on a local level at parks, etc. The American Lung Association mini-grant program offers financial opportunities for community-based organizations to competitively apply for up to $10,000. Last year 23 mini-grants (out of 47 applications) were given out throughout the state. Delaware is doing well at producing multi-level, multi-focused tobacco prevention activities.

Update on Quitline Activities

Jeanne Chiquione  presented an overview of Quitline statistics (see attached).  The majority of Quitline callers are female, Caucasian, having some college, and approximately 45 years of age. Calls spiked in November due to a media blitz by the Division of Public Health and National Smoke Out Day in November 2003. Fred Gatto reported that starting in March 2004 the Division of Public Health media campaign would be accelerated.  Placing ads in papers, radio, television, magazines and other highly visible, high profile media outlets. Ms. Hoge recalled a DHFAC member’s concern over measuring the impact that media campaigns have on actually affecting change in smoking rates and specifically suggested use of Quitline statistics that show how Quitline rates spike in connection with the media blitz; and ultimately how Quitline measures Quit rates.

Some concern was expressed over the connection between caller rates and quit rates.  Robert Simmons offered the need to illustrate those spike rates and correlations as one important activity that is linked to Quit rate even if it is a separate effect.  Ms. Hoge concurred and expressed the critical importance of demonstrating return on investment.  

Some of the media expense is geared to the special messages and strategies that need to be created for a variety of target audiences.   Rob suggested narrowing the entire “target population.”   “Based on the percentage of smokers, based on the percentage of who wants to quit, here is who we are trying to reach.”  In this way we can equate effectiveness of campaigns to actual lives affected and more personalize and humanize these activities.

Another outcome that may be effective for promotion is the number of long-term smokers (10 or more year history and a high number of previous attempts to quit) who call the Quitline (and the notion that these are the people we really want to reach.) The American Cancer Society could research other American Cancer Society states that administer quitlines and their percentage of effectiveness of reaching pre-high school aged youth and lower socio-economic status callers.  These methods could potentially enrich Delaware’s efforts.

The Committee agreed that these points be shared with Division of Public Health officials for their consideration in fine tuning the messages contained in tobacco control and prevention presentations to DHFAC.  This information is important for reporting the success and future of the Quitline.


A Plan for a Tobacco-Free Delaware

Cathy Scott Holloway reported that a group has been formed to evaluate the original four goals of the plan. A new goal has been added, and the previous four have been slightly updated.  Fred Gatto reported that data used to originally create the plan has since been updated.  The role of this Tobacco Committee and the Delaware Cancer Consortium itself as it relates to the work of IMPACT should be defined in order that Patricia Hoge and Senator McBride can communicate back to the Advisory Council.

Robert Simmons offered one basic difference between the “Plan” and the green book being the $1.00 tax on cigarettes versus the

50% tax increase suggested in the Green Book (which doesn’t equal $1.00).  One coordination opportunity may be to cover the publication costs of a high quality “Plan.”  A second would be a conference in partnership between IMPACT, the Division of Public Health and the Delaware Cancer Consortium, that rolls out the updated “plan.”  The conference could be educational and inform attendees on how to implement the plan perhaps through the use of breakout groups for special constituencies, such as businesses, education, etc.  Patricia Hoge mentioned that outcomes of a recent report card could in some way help focus on youth, on cessation and prevention, on reducing smoking in homes and cars, and on a change in disparities.

Summary of Boston Conference Related to Smoking in the Home

Ms. Hoge reminded the group of her familiarity with Georgia’s educational campaign targeting African American women (gleaned at Boston conference) with the dangers of smoking in the home. This could be a jumping off consideration for Delaware work.
Briefing on Tobacco and Breast Cancer

Mr. Wells shared updates on a report released in November 2003 by CA Air Resources Board, which contains groundbreaking information on the impact of tobacco on women.  Smoking has a casual association (both active and passive) with Breast cancer.  This is an update from a previous release of this same report.  While one is at risk of exposure in youth, it is between puberty and childbearing age that exposure is most dangerous. Mr. Wells concluded that tobacco should be cited as a casual agent for breast cancer in printed literature, reports issued by the State and other key stakeholders such as the American Cancer Society.  Reports are available by request by phone at 916-322-0289 or on the web site www.arb.ca.gov/toxics/ets/dreport/dreport.htm.  Mr. Wells underscored the importance of regarding this information as we protect our young girls and women, by reducing their exposure to smoke in the home, in their associations and relationships, etc.  Mr. Simmons echoed that this presents a tremendous opportunity for all coalitions to refocus on women in 2005 and 2006.  Mr. Wells encouraged anyone with a valid entitlement to comment to make one on this report during the time that the solicitation is being offered (through March 2004).

More education is needed on IMPACT goals within the plan and how they may coordinate with the Delaware Cancer Consortium.  Mr. Ray offered to provide an update on Education.  

More education is needed on SB #197 (if approved).

More detail is needed on the IMPACT plan and the role of the Delaware Cancer Consortium.


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium – Tobacco Committee meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, February 17th, 2004 from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm in the Conference Room at the American Heart Association Center on Route 4 across from Christiana Care Health Services.
If you find that your schedules have changed and you will not be able to attend this meeting, please let Management Concepts, Inc. know.  They can be reached daily at (302) 424-1495 or via e-mail:  betsy@managetool.com.
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