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	Members
	

	Attended  
	William Bowser, Esq. – Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP 

	Attended  via Phone 
	John C. Carney, Jr. – Lt. Governor, State of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Insurance Commissioner, State of Delaware

	Attended 
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children



	Attended  via Phone
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware / DE House of Representatives

	Attended  via Phone
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Attended
	John Hughes – DE Department of Natural Resources

	Attended 
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Jeanne Mell – Delaware State Chamber of Commerce

	Attended  
	Karryl McManus  –  DE Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended 
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD – Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended  via Phone
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate

	Attended 
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Hospital – Tunnel Cancer Center

	
	

	Public Attendees/Other
	

	Attended  
	Jeannie Chiquoine – American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Kathy Imbrosia – Creative Communications

	Attended
	Lisa Schieffert – Delaware Healthcare Association

	
	


	Staff
	

	Attended  
	Betsy Frey - DNREC

	Attended  
	Lisa Henry – DE Division of Public Health

	Attended  
	Amy Maracle – DE Division of Public Health

	Attended  
	Jill Morrison – Lt. Governor’s Office

	Attended  
	Jill Rogers – DE Division of Public Health

	Attended  
	Allison Shevock – DE Division of Public Health

	Attended  
	Paul Silverman – DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Robert Zimmerman – DNREC



Council members approved the August 18, 2008 meeting minutes without changes.

Announcements
Mr. Bowser announced Governor Minner was selected by C-Change to receive an award for Exemplary Comprehensive Cancer Control Leadership by an Elected Official.  This award recognizes an elected official that has been instrumental in advancing projects or interventions consistent with priorities in their respective state.  Governor Minner will receive the award on November 14th at the annual C-Change meeting in College Station, Texas.  
FY 10 Budget Request

Budget request to the Health Fund Advisory Committee will be presented on Thursday, October 23rd at 2:00 pm at the University of Delaware. 
Statewide Environmental Monitoring Plan
Mr. Bowser provided a recap of the August 18th meeting when RTI was in attendance and provided a presentation of their proposal for a statewide environmental monitoring plan to include an exposure and body burden study.  A decision was not reached at the last meeting as to if the Advisory Council planned to move forward with the RTI proposal.  At the previous meeting it was discussed that the study would occur in three phases:  phase I – a one-year pilot study; phase II – the full study statewide; and phase III – an explanation of what can be done with the data once it is collected.  

Ms. Maley requested that a vote occur before the meeting adjourned as to if the Advisory Council planned to move forward with the study.  Ms. Maley clarified that funding could be secured for the study possibly from the state, CDC, or others around the country who may have an interest in Bio-monitoring. 
Mr. Bowser mentioned that California has been doing this for a few years.  He stated that they initially put the process in place in 2001 and now it is an institutional part of their program.  Lt Governor Carney asked what the California experience has been, what kind of data do they have?  Ms. Maley responded the monitoring and sampling started in 2006 and they may not have enough data collected yet. Mr. Shannon, representative from RTI, responded that he did not know much about the California study but others at RTI might; however, he did not believe the California study was as in-depth as the proposed Delaware study. 
Dr. Petrelli asked Mr. Shannon for more information on RTI’s involvement in a study in Minnesota and what was the track record on other similar studies being conducted where Delaware could possibly see the results?  Mr. Shannon responded there was the Deer’s Study in Detroit which was localized; however, Charles Rhodes, an RTI colleague, was involved in that study and would be better equipped to answer the results question regarding the Minnesota study.  Ms. Maley responded that when these types of studies are duplicated they continually point people to the indoor environment as the source of most of their exposure.  Mr. Shannon will try to find information on California and Deer’s studies to distribute to the Council. 

Lt Governor Carney emphasized that the study must be cooperative with Delaware citizen’s advocacy groups from the start or they will be suspicious of what we are doing. Secretary Hughes stated that Delaware’s modeling of air toxins and carcinogens has been backed up by extensive monitoring and has corroborated the modeling predictions. He stated this study will be useful if it is consistent with any reference point at the national level.  Secretary Hughes, Lt Governor Carney, and Dr. Petrelli discussed how the study could help with public perception.  Lt Governor Carney stated that this is an opportunity to enhance the credibility of the government and DNREC within the community.  He stated that we must reflect a willingness to look at environmental threats primarily, and show that effort effectively as well as working cooperatively with advocacy groups.  Dr. Petrelli stated it would better if someone had a track record out there that we could see what the data showed and what if any state or any area did about this. 
Mr. Shannon provided a proposed time line and the budget for phases. Phase I would be a one year pilot study and will cost approximately $1 million, phase II would be full study and be broken into 5 sections, and will cost approximately $8 million, and Phase III (which would occur first) would cost approximately $1 million. Phase III would consist of meeting with epidemiologists on staff at RTI to determine what could be done with this data once it’s been gathered.  

Dr Grubbs asked if we can take toxicology data and turn it into epidemiological data to determine risk.  Lt. Governor Carney asked what is the utility of the data.  Mr. Shannon responded that Phase III will precede Phase I & II and that Phase III can be done. The committee members discussed phase III.   Mr. Bowser commented that Delaware studies many things such as fish, water, etc.; but we do not have a human database.  Ms. Maley stated that we are looking to gather data for the future with this study.  

Lt. Governor Carney suggested that in order to get on the same page with the advocacy groups, he recommends Delaware model California’s approach and establish an advisory panel possibly through legislation.  Ms. Maley added that if the group agrees to move forward, they could establish an advisory group and include citizen advocates.  Ms. Rogers stated that she will circulate the California legislation to the members of the Council. 
Mr. Bowser proposed a motion that the Council agrees to move forward and that they generally endorse the principle of Bio-monitoring with the flexibility to expand or constrict the study.  In addition, they will proceed with the involvement of advocate groups.  Ms. Maley seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous with committee members attending in person, Patricia Hoge (phone) voted yes, Dr. Grubbs (phone) voted no, and Lianne Sorenson (phone) voted yes. Lt Governor Carney was not available for the vote.  The motion passed.
Tobacco Data Update

Ms. Rogers gave a PowerPoint presentation utilizing BRFSS data (through 2007) and Youth Tobacco Survey data (through 2008) to illustrate tobacco prevention accomplishments.  Ms. Rogers explained, before Delaware had money smoking rates remained constant from 1991-1996.  In 1996, Delaware received from approximately $600-$800 thousand from the CDC and in 2000, DPH received tobacco settlement money to implement a comprehensive tobacco prevention program.  Ms. Rogers stated that adult smoking rates have decreased from 26.6% in 1991 to 18.9% in 2007. The national rate decrease in 1997-2007 was 14.6%; while Delaware’s rate of decrease was double that at approximately 28.9%. Additionally, Ms. Rogers stated that the Youth Tobacco rate has dropped from 35.0% in 1997 to 17.4% in 2008. 
Dr. Petrelli and Mr. Bowser commented on the accomplishments of the Tobacco and Other Risk Factors Committee and the tobacco prevention program.

Following the presentation, the group discussed colorectal cancer screenings and when the BRFSS numbers will be reported for those that received a colonoscopy. Ms. Rogers reported that the numbers will come in at the end of 2008 and last year Delaware ranked third in the nation.  Ms. Rogers also mentioned that DPH has done intense outreach in the areas highlighted in the CCD report issued in April 2008.  From April to August 2008, DPH has reached over 5,300 Delawareans with screening materials.  DPH will look into how many people in the specified areas enrolled in Screening for Life and subsequently received a service during this same time period.  
On the related topic of cancer clusters, Dr. Grubbs provide a journal article entitled Busting Cancer Clusters: Realities Often Differ from Perceptions.

CCD Report

Dr. Shevock presented an overview of the Average Annual Age-Adjusted Cancer incidence Rates, 2000 – 2004, at the Delaware sub-County Level report.  In April 2008, DPH released a report detailing cancer incidence rates at the Census County Division level (CCD).  Dr. Grubbs asked how many years of data were used for the incidence. Dr. Shevock responded that data from 2000-2004 was used. Dr. Grubbs also asked, when looking at confidence levels did they show how many places were out of line in terms of higher risk for all cancers? Dr. Shevock responded that 8 CCD’s were found but not all those diseases were elevated.  The group further discussed the report. 
SB 235

Dr. Silverman explained SB235 which mandated that DPH shall create a detailed map of each county in Delaware that geographically illustrates the overall incidence of cancer in each census tract. Dr. Silverman provided an overview of how DPH is complying with SB235 as well as what we can learn from the cancer rates at the census tract level.  Dr. Silverman stated that DPH is currently performing a geocoding analysis and have improved the geocoded cases from 80% to 95% with the remaining 5% being post office boxes or rural roads which we may not ever be able to geocode.  DPH anticipates having the project done by November 26, 2008 and will issue a media release on that day.  In addition, DPH will post the maps and the confidence intervals to the DPH website. The rates should be calculated by mid November. 
A group discussion followed Dr. Silverman’s presentation. Mr. Bowser had a concern and stated that timing would be awkward from a Consortium perspective.  The release would occur after a sub committee meeting but before the next Advisory Council meeting.   Dr. Silverman stated that the DCC will be kept informed of public reaction and may also be requested to provide input to the interpretation of the maps and follow up.  He mentioned that he would try to have an embargoed report to the DCC Data and Environment Committee Chairs to review and provide comment.
Other/Sharing

Mr. Bowser discussed the relationship between Fox Chase Cancer Center and Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP.   He stated that Fox Chase has retained Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP.  Mr. Bowser has made sure that this does not conflict with is role as Chair with Delaware Cancer Consortium.   He stated that he will recues himself from any matter that may cause conflict.
Dr. Petrelli expressed his concern and frustration over the lack of transparency in Governor Minner’s administration relating to the possibility of Fox Chase Cancer Center moving into Delaware.

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Lisa Henry (Lisa.Henry@state.de.us or 302-744-1077).
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