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Committee members approved the May 19th, 2008 Data Committee meeting minutes without changes.

Call to Order
Dr. James Spellman of Beebe Medical Center and Chairman of the Data Expert Resource Committee called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. Dr. Spellman then turned the meeting over to Dr. Allison Shevock to address the agenda items.
Status of Current Data Committee Projects: Dr. Allison Shevock
Claims Data Initiative
Dr. Shevock summarized the June 27th, 2008 meeting with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware (BCBSDE), attended by Drs. Spellman, Love, and Shevock.  Per Delaware Title 16, Chapter 12 of the Delaware Code, the Division of Public Health (DPH) is not permitted to disclose any protected health information from Delaware Health and Social Services (DHSS) files to a non-DHSS entity without informed consent of the individuals representing the subjects of the information. Because of this, BCBSDE is able to provide DPH with record-level data; however, DPH is only permitted to provide BCBSDE with aggregate-level data. 
Dr. Shevock briefly reviewed the original three BSBSDE research questions that the Data Committee had proposed at the January 22nd, 2008 DCC meeting: (1) What is the average length of time between abnormal mammogram, biopsy, and definitive surgery among privately insured Delawarean women diagnosed with breast cancer?; (2) What proportion of age-eligible privately insured men has been screened for prostate cancer?; and (3) What proportion of age-eligible privately insured men and women has been screened for colorectal cancer?  The consensus of the Data Committee was to focus on the answering the research question related to average time lag between abnormal mammogram, biopsy, and definitive surgery among breast cancer patients. The Data Committee, DPH, and BCBSDE will approach this endeavor as a pilot project in Year 1 and use Year 1 results to apply for and obtain federal funding to continue the project in future years. 
Dr. Shevock distributed a draft of the Year 1 protocol, entitled “Timeliness and Quality of Surgical Intervention Provided to Privately-Insured Delawarean Women Diagnosed with Breast Cancer proposal”.  Dr. Witmer suggested that under the heading of Data, second paragraph, the word “malignant” be replaced with “invasive”.
Cancer Cluster Protocol
Dr. Shevock distributed the third draft of the Cancer Cluster Protocol that DPH will follow when responding to requests for cancer cluster investigations.  Of particular note, under the section “Outcomes,” DPH will adopt a position of “watchful waiting” when cancer incidence rates meet one of the following two criteria: (1) rare or unusual cancers are non-significantly elevated in the area of concern or (2) common cancers, with normal age-at-diagnosis patterns, are significantly elevated in the area of concern. Once approved by the Data Committee, the Cancer Cluster Protocol will be posted to the DPH website.
Incidence & Mortality Report (Comparison of DPC vs. Census-Based Population Denominators)
Dr. Shevock provided an overview of the rate calculation methodology associated with the annually-released Incidence & Mortality (I&M) Report.  DPH conducted an investigation into the differences in incidence rates that arise when rates are calculated using Delaware Population Consortium (DPC) population denominators versus census-based population denominators. A total of 144 incidence rates were calculated twice: once using DPC-based denominators and a second time using census-based denominators. Of the 144 incidence rates, 69% were lower when calculated using DPC denominators compared to when they were calculated using census-based denominators. On the other hand, 29% of incidence rates were higher when calculated using DPC denominators. 

DPC uses a complex and thorough population estimation procedure. It appears that DPC population denominators more accurately reflect Delaware’s demographic composition than do census-based denominators. As pointed out in the handout entitled, “Assessing the Magnitude of Difference Stemming from Competing Methodologies: Using Delaware Population Consortium Denominators vs. Census-Based Population Denominators to Calculate Cancer Incidence Rates”, advantages and disadvantages exist regardless of the type of rate calculation methodology employed. Dr. Spellman asked if DPH preferred one rate calculation method over the other. Dr. Silverman stated that at this time, DPH has not made a recommendation. In light of the thorough estimation process utilized by the DPC, the Data Committee recommends that rates for the I&M Report be calculated using DPC-based population denominators. 
Updates/Other
Dr. James Spellman adjourned the meeting at 10:55 AM.

Along with the meeting agenda, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Allison Shevock 302-744-1036 or via email at allison.shevock@state.de.us.
· Data Committee Minutes from May 19th, 2008
· BCBSDE Meeting Summary: June 27th, 2008
· Year 1 Draft Protocol: Timeliness and Quality of Surgical Intervention Provided to Privately-Insured Delawarean Women Diagnosed  with Breast Cancer
· Cancer Cluster Investigation Protocol
· Assessing the Magnitude of Difference Stemming from Competing Methodologies: Using Delaware Population Consortium Denominators vs. Census-Based Population Denominators to Calculate Cancer Incidence Rates
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The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Data Committee meeting has been scheduled for September 15th, 2008, 10:00 a.m. in The Corporate Training Center, Delaware Technical Community College, Terry Campus, Dover, DE. 
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