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Delaware Cancer Consortium to Receive Top National Honor
Local representatives will travel to Maine to Accept Award

Dover, Del. May 26, 2009—The Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) announced today that it has been chosen to receive the 2009 Exemplary State Comprehensive Cancer Control (CCC) Implementation Award on June 11, 2009, in Kennebunkport, Maine. DCC received the honor from C-Change, an organization comprised of the nation’s key cancer leaders in government, business and nonprofit sectors, for its outstanding state cancer prevention initiatives.

“To be recognized on a national level for our work here in Delaware is an absolute honor,” said William W. Bowser, Esq., Chairman of the Delaware Cancer Consortium. “Recent data shows that Delaware mortality rates are dropping twice as fast as the national average. It’s rewarding to know that the work we do each day is not only helping to save lives here in Delaware but impacting the nation as a whole.”
C-Change selected DCC for its remarkable success in implementing recommendations to control the cancer burden in Delaware. Since 2001, DCC has achieved major milestones in cancer prevention within the state. Through a strategic four-year plan dubbed “Turning Action into Results,” as well as sustained partnerships with the American Cancer Society, area hospitals and medical practices, and the Delaware Senate and House of Representatives, DCC has achieved the following:

• Delaware is now the first in the nation for the number of people who have received a    

   colonoscopy/sigmoidoscopy in the last five years.

• Delaware is third in the country for the number of:

· Women over 50 who had a mammogram in the last two years

· Adult women who had a Pap smear within the last three years

• Cancer incidence is declining among African Americans three times faster than among 

   Caucasians

• Colorectal cancer screening rates for African Americans are higher than the national 

   Caucasian rate

• More than 90 percent of African Americans screened for colorectal cancer have done so 

   within the past five years

• Delaware’s colorectal cancer screening rates are nearly 20 points higher than the nation’s

• Adult smoking is at an all-time low of 18.9 percent

• 500 clients have been served by Delaware Cancer Treatment Program

• 30,000 people have been screened for breast cancer through Screening for Life

• 20,000 people have been screened for cervical cancer through Screening for Life

• 2,000 people have been screened for colorectal cancer (colonoscopy) through Screening for 

   Life

• 25,000 Delawareans have enrolled in smoking cessation programs via the Quitline

The success of Delaware’s cancer program continues to spread nationwide, with both the Centers for Disease Control and the National Cancer Institute using Delaware’s cancer program as a model to inspire other states. For more information about the Delaware Cancer Consortium and its programs and services, visit www.delawarecancerconsortium.org.



About C-Change

C-Change is comprised of the nation’s key cancer leaders from government, business and nonprofit sectors. These cancer leaders share the vision of a future where cancer is prevented, detected early and cured or is managed successfully as a chronic illness.

One of the underlying principles of C-Change is to leverage the leadership and expertise of all sectors of society to eliminate cancer as a major public health problem at the earliest possible time. C-Change is both a forum and a catalyst for identifying issues and major challenges facing the cancer community and for initiating collaborative actions to complement the efforts of individual C-Change Members.

Former President George Bush and former First Lady Barbara Bush are Co-chairs of C-Change; Senator Dianne Feinstein serves as Vice Chair. Currently, there are about 130 C-Change participants, all of whom are central figures from the public, private and nonprofit sectors.
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