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	MEETING MINUTES

Environment Committee

	February 26, 2004

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon

Limestone Building ~ Suite 115

2055 Limestone Rd

Wilmington, DE


	Attendees

	
	
	

	Alma Bartolomeo
	
	DE Division of Public Health

	Scott C. Blaier
	
	DE Department of Agriculture 

	Deborah Brown
	
	American Lung Association of DE

	The Honorable John A. Hughes
	
	Office of the Secretary

	Meg Maley, RN, BSN
	
	Cancer Care Connection

	Jill Rogers


	
	DE Division of Public Health

	Kathleen Russell
	
	DE Division of Public Health 

	Betsy Wheeler
	
	Management Concepts

	Robert Zimmerman
	
	Delaware Department of Natural Resources

	

	Review/Approval of Minutes

	Minutes were reviewed and approved without changes.



	Old Business

	Radon Questions and Answers Overview

Jill Rogers reviewed a set of questions and answers that had surfaced at the last DCC Environment Committee meeting.  Ms. Rogers, Robert Zimmerman, and Secretary Hughes met prior to today’s meeting to develop the Radon Questions & Answers document.

Two additional documents of zip codes where radon screening has been completed by DPH were overviewed.

Recommendation for Legislation Requiring Testing of Property Transfers

Secretary Hughes discussed the pros and cons of a potential “blunt” approach of universal remediation programs versus tactical remediation programs in targeted areas and distribution/encouragement of radon screening kits to consumers who have an additional query about their relative risk.  Ms. Rogers described the role of DPH’s radon program:  to promote consumer awareness of radon risks and provide technical assistance to those seeking mitigation.  The Committee discussed the idea of requiring radon testing on real estate transfers.  This would require legislation.  Secretary Hughes put forth the idea of such legislation being broad, applying to transfer of all property, and speaking to broad disclosure of environmental risk versus separately measuring or mandating the measure of single risk compounds; e.g. radon, lead, etc.

The ideal parameters proposed for disclosure in real estate transfers are:

· New Homes

· Transfers of existing property

· Rental properties

A consideration for this Committee is to define of the desired perpetuity of test results insofar as how long they are attached to the transfer of property.

Scott Blaier pointed out the similarities between these activities and those pertaining to the regulation of drinking water and associated disclosures.

Bob Zimmerman urged the Committee to flank any disclosure activities with public awareness campaigns that describe the reason for such, the outcomes of Delaware sampling, and the fact that radon is the #2 leading cause of cancer in Delaware.

Secretary Hughes will provide follow-up on the disclosure recommendations currently in development for real estate transfers.  These perhaps could be modified to require radon testing (a $4 kit) and full disclosure of those test results.  Any abnormal results and the required mitigation/remediation activities would become a negotiable item between the buyer and the seller.

The Committee passed a motion that a bill be drafted and sponsors found to require disclosure on sale, and transfer of commercial and residential property (including rental property).

Critical next steps include:

· An assessment of current lead testing regulations.

· A DPH Impact analysis of requiring radon testing.

· Discussion with Mr. Bowser about DCC processes for introducing legislation as it relates to any DCC Committee.

· Specific conversation with Mr. Bowser about an amended scope of the original DCC recommendation to require radon testing and disclosure only in residential property.

· The Committee on this date concluded that the scope needed to be expanded to include all transfers (residential, commercial and rental)

· A foray into testing of public properties would be to require the State to test their buildings.  

· The Committee discussed the importance of citing the State of Delaware as an example of one of the states largest employers to complete testing and disclosure on all state property as indication of the critical priority of this activity.



	New Business

	Review of Budget

Ms. Rogers provided an overview of the DCC Year 2 budget recommendation.

Bob Zimmerman pointed out that air, water and data evaluation activities in the Year 2 Green Book recommendations are not represented in the budget.  These recommendations affect two agencies, DNREC and DPH, and how they may or may not complete these activities without dollars, and with presumably existing resources.

DPH staff will initiate this analysis and report back on the results at a future Environment Committee Meeting, most likely in April.

Bob Zimmerman discussed Ali’s air monitoring project and the fact that his monitoring will conclude in the fall.  It will be important that this DCC Committee consider the results of this data and any, at this time, unknown recommendations with cost implications to perhaps continue with more monitoring or to proceed into analysis.  

Review of Arsenic Sources & Risk Locations

Scott Blaier provided a report on Arsenic and its presence in Delaware, as requested at the last meeting of this Committee.  There are many lesser known sources of arsenic; e.g. pressure treated lumber, poultry manure, various treatments for grass, and control of insects/fleas on animals. 

Mr. Blaier provided an overview of shallow and private well sampling activities in Delaware.

Secretary Hughes commended the amount and level of work completed by the Department of Agriculture and, given the amount of testing completed and the low levels (which are below national minimum levels), asked the potential risk of arsenic be identified.

Only 4 out of 159 samples tested positive -- leading to Secretary Hughes’ question of whether arsenic is a carcinogen and request to the Committee to focus completion of risk analysis on compounds with proven link to cancer statistics.

- Mr. Blaier will continue arsenic testing and complete trend analysis.

- Soil testing continues.

- Surface water and low flow water, aquifer recharge (ground water), private wells, and basic groundwater monitoring remains critical activities for DNREC.

This led the Committee to a discussion of the B2 Green Book Objective related to Delaware drinking water (Particularly as it relates to the $400 K budget allowance for this activity proposed in the DCC Year 2).  The Committee has two considerations/key questions.

1) Are we aware of carcinogens that MAY BE in our drinking water that are NOT regulated for testing?

2) Are there any known risk agents being identified in testing or monitoring that would warrant further targeted study in water?

The Committee had a spirited conversation about the merit/rationale/desire to test private wells to the same current standards of the public water systems, given the rigor of public water testing and the level of confidence and thoroughness of that.

Secretary Hughes offered that the Water Quality officials from DNREC, DPH and Dept. of Ag will be called together to identify any gaps in water testing and possibly strategize testing regimens for private wells that will be based upon private water testing standards.  An extrapolated random sample plan (with statistical integrity) can be based upon current public water testing and any specific testing currently completed; e.g. Department of Agriculture work with arsenic.  DPH staff and DNREC staff will coordinate the setup and conduct of such meeting and report results at a future Environment Committee meeting.  (but not March 15)


	Documentation

	The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts, Inc. 302-424-1495 or via e-mail at Ginger@ManageTool.com: 

~ Division of Public Health Radon Screening Survey of Private Dwellings (Kent and Sussex County)

~ Division of Public Health Radon Screening Survey of Private Dwellings (New Castle County)

~ Radon Questions and Answers

~ Cancer Risk to Consumers from PCBs Store Bought Fish

~ Office of Drinking Water Presentation PowerPoint Handout

~ Summary of Delaware Department of Agriculture's Arsenic Sampling of Shallow Ground Water

~ House Bill No 104 Private Well Water Quality

~ Yr 2005 Draft Budget Recommendations/Implementations


	Next Meeting

	The next Delaware Cancer Consortium meeting is scheduled for:

	March 15, 2004

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Delaware Technical Community College

Terry Campus ~ Dover, DE

Conference Center Building

Room 400 A/B


	  9:00 a.m. – 11:00a.m.   ~  Environment Committee Meeting

11:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  ~  Lunch

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  ~  DE Cancer Statistics Presentation

                                             (Dr. Paul Silverman)
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