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	Members
	

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD, Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did not attend
	Victoria Cooke, DE Breast Cancer Coalition, Inc.

	Attended
	Nora Katurakes, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did not attend
	Carolee Polek, DE Diamond Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society

	Did not attend
	Robert Sikes, University of Delaware- Translational Cancer Research

	Did not attend
	James Tancredi, Tancredi Foundation

	Attended
	Dr. Estelle Whitney, Christiana Care Health Services

	Attended
	Alva Hutchison, American Cancer Society


	Staff
	

	 Attended


	Lisa Henry, DE Division of Public Health



	Attended
	RaTonya Quail, DE. Division of Public Health



	
	

	Public Attendee


	

	Attended
	Stephanie Herrera, Glaxo, Smith, & Kline



Committee members approved the September 21, 2009 Early Prevention & Detection Committee meeting minutes. 

Welcome, New Committee Member (s) and/or Staff Introductions:
Dr.  Stephen Grubbs called the meeting to order.

Updates from Last Meeting
Ms. Lisa Henry provided an update to the committee regarding an agreement with Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) for acquiring claims data, stating that a conference call scheduled with Dr. Kaplan, the Medical Director for BCBS had been cancelled.  One of the topics for the call was to discuss BCBS member’s cancer screening information and to give the information to the Cancer Screening Nurse Navigators (CSNN).   The CSNNs would then contact members and would navigate them to obtain the appropriate cancer screenings.  Ms. Henry will keep the committee posted on this updated on this issue. 
Dr. Grubbs stated that Dr. Joe Hacker, Gastroenterologist, contacted him regarding the recent Insurance Commissioner’s mandate of insurers in Delaware to cover Virtual Colonoscopy (VC). Ms. Henry stated that the mandate was not sent from the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) or the Department of Health and Social Services, but a letter was sent stating that a VC was an approved screening modality.  The additional language that includes mandating coverage was added by the Insurance Commissioner’s office.  Ms. Henry will review if the Insurance Commissioner’s office or the DCC has ever mandated specific screening modalities in the past.  Ms. Henry reported that at this time the Screening for Life (SFL) program does not cover VC.  
Membership
The Committee reviewed the membership list and discussed potential professionals that could be contacted for participation in the DCC.  Ms. Henry requested that a Social Worker be invited to become a member as it is a requirement of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Colorectal Cancer Control Program grant that the Division of Public Health recently received.  In reviewing attendance for the Committee Ms. Henry relayed that according to the By-Laws, a member is to miss no more than two meetings and reported that some of ED & P members have missed more than two meetings. Dr. Grubbs requested that a list of last year’s attendance be issued to the committee at the next meeting. He also requested that if a member of the committee cannot make a meeting, they should consider sending a representative in their absence.  Ms. Henry suggested that a gastroenterologist and an urologist be invited as a member of the Committee. Dr. Grubbs suggested that Ms. Henry contact Dr. Heather Bittner- Fagen and determine if she will be attending any upcoming meetings or if she wishes to nominate a difference family physician to replace her.
Screening Algorithm Updates
Ms. Henry stated that it is time for the Prostate Screening Algorithm to be reviewed as all Screening guidelines are to be reviewed annually.  Dr. Grubbs stressed the importance of having a primary care physician discussing prostate cancer screening with men. He stated that a primary care physician is the doctor responsible to take the patient to the next level.  Dr. Grubbs discussed with the committee adding an upper age limit for prostate cancer screening.  The Committee agreed and the guidelines were updated to include only screening up to the age of 75
Ms. Nora Katurakes requested that the Screening for Life program notify the Cancer Care Coordinator and Cancer Screening Nurse Navigators of this change.  She is concerned that a patient might feel discriminated against because of their age. Dr. Grubbs stated that there will be a disagreement in the medical community about this as their currently is not agreement on prostate screening as whole.  The Committee also discussed removing the first column of boxes related to PSA and PSA velocity as it is duplicative of what is in the second column with the same screening recommendation. 
Ms. Henry stated that the Breast Screening Algorithm that Screening for Life uses is the California Department of Health Services Algorithm. Ms. Henry requested permission to research other Breast Screening Algoritms that will be more useful to the SFL staff and providers on a day to day basis.  Ms. Katurakes suggested looking at the NCCN guidelines and suggested SFL utilize those guidelines.  Dr. Grubbs agreed and asked Ms. Henry to present this at the next ED&P meeting in January.  
HPV Vaccine and Testing
Ms. Henry requested the Committee’s recommendation regarding providing HPV vaccine for boys.  The Committee recommended this and requested that Ms. Henry relay the recommendation to the Division of Public Health’s immunization program.  

Ms. Henry provided information to the Committee related to the HPV testing through the SFL program.  During FY09 the SFL program covered 363 HPV tests and provided reimbursement for over 3,000 cervical screenings to women over 30 years of age.  Of the 363 HPV tests, 117 tests came back positive and 151 resulted Negative. About 3% of the cervical had a positive HPV and about 8% had negative HPV. Ms. Henry noted that according to the cervical screening guidelines, if a pap is negative and the HPV test is negative, the client doesn’t need another exam for the next 3 years. Ms. Henry informed the committee that the cost of HPV testing is $51.00 and the cost of a Pap is around $27- $30.00.  The Committee agreed that it would be costs effective for the SFL program to cover routine HPV tests for women 30 and over.  Dr. Grubbs requested that Cancer Screening Nurse Navigators or SFL staff establish reminders for patients and clients to return to their provider for a yearly gynecological exam even if they are not due to receive a pap test.  

Ms. Henry informed the Committee that a new HPV vaccine from GlaxoSmithKline has recently been approved. The name of this vaccine is Cerverex. Ms. Stephanie Herrera, public attendee from GlaxoSmithKline, explained that the vaccine will be available as of December 1, 2009.  Dr. Grubbs requested a presentation in March 2010 from GlaxoSmithKline regarding the new vaccine.  
CDC Colorectal Cancer Screening Guidelines
Ms. Henry asked the Committee to review the Colorectal Cancer Screening Guidelines again as there is confusion related to the current High Risk guidelines stating “Family History of Adenomatous Polyposis”.  Dr. Grubbs explained that this should read “History of familial adenomatous polyposis” which is a defined genetic disease.  

The group briefly discussed the CDC Colorectal Cancer Screening grant awarded to the DPH and Ms. Henry noted that the federal grant will pay screening for Delawareans with an Average and Increased Risk of developing colorectal cancer.  Currently the CDC grant does not promote one screening procedure of another; however, SFL promotes a Colonoscopy as the preferred screening modality. Dr. Grubbs says that our fall-back to this is that “Any screening is better than no screening”. 
Ms. Henry requested guidance from the Committee related to coverage for a Double Contrast Barium Enema  as according to the CDC it only covered as a follow- up to a screening.   Dr. Grubbs and the Committee recommend that that SFL should cover the DCBE as a screening modality as well. 

Ms. Henry reported to the Committee that SFL will cover the Bowel Prep for the Colonoscopy through both federal funds and state funds.  Cancer Screening Nurse Navigators have already been informed of this and are assisting clients with obtaining the bowel prep. 
Dr. Grubbs requested that Ms. Henry prepare a cost analysis for colonoscopy to determine if SFL should begin to cover virtual colonoscopy procedures.

Other
Ms. Katurakes stated that she had received a report on 2 medicines that could possibly prevent Breast Cancer in women. This paper was passed out to the members. Ms. Katurakes also inquired about an article in the New York Times that referred to looking into a campaign for Breast Cancer. She asks that the group reviews this information.  

The Year 2 Purple Book Accomplishment Documents has been drafted and Ms. Henry requests feedback from the Committee regarding the listed accomplishments.  The accomplishments consist of: the recommendation of the Virtual Colonoscopy as an approved screening modality; the media campaign highlighting the Cancer Screening Nurse Navigator (CSNN) program; the implementation of the database for the CSNNs; and the Committee and the DCC has made in Colorectal cancer screening, incidence and mortality. The 3 most important events that we have made impacts on, according to Dr. Grubbs, were - Making a decision to promote the effective screening tool (Colonoscopy), putting a system in place for CSNNs, and marketing our programs. 

Meeting was adjourned by Dr. Grubbs at 11: 34 a.m.              

Documentation

Meeting agendas, minutes and handouts are available upon request.  Please contact RaTonya Quail at: ratonya.quail@state.de.us or 302.744.1040 for meeting materials. 

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Communication & Public Education Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at Delaware Technical & Community College, Dover, DE.
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