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Committee members approved the July 21st, 2008 Data Committee meeting minutes without changes.

Call to Order
Dr. James Spellman of Beebe Medical Center and Chairman of the Data Expert Resource Committee called the meeting to order at 10:09 AM.  Dr. Spellman then turned the meeting over to Dr. Allison Shevock to address the agenda items.
Status of Current Data Committee Projects: Dr. Allison Shevock
Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR) Audit
Dr. Shevock introduced the upcoming DCR Audit to committee members. In late July, findings from a data tampering investigation into Macro International’s involvement with the Maryland Cancer Registry (MCR) were released by the Maryland General Assembly. Dr. Shevock reviewed the MCR Investigation Timeline handout and provided a brief overview of the events in Maryland that ultimately led to the data tampering investigation.  

Macro International has managed the DCR since 2003; however, there are several differences between Macro’s oversight of the Maryland and Delaware Cancer Registries that make a situation like what happened in Maryland unlikely to have occurred in Delaware.  
For example, Macro employees involved with management of the DCR do not have direct access to the DCR database.  All changes to patient records are made via the Rocky Mountain Cancer Data Software (RMCDS) system. Access to the RMCDS software is limited to approximately five DCR Macro personnel. Each individual has a unique ID and password for logging into the system. RMCDS software also contains numerous embedded quality control assurances. These quality control assurances monitor and record the initials of the staff person who last modified a record, as well as the date of the latest record modification. RMCDS software also maintains a non-modifiable version of all original case records. If changes are made to a record over time, the modified record can be compared against the original record to verify the authenticity of modifications.

DCR data are reviewed by Macro and DPH staff at multiple levels; DPH staff have used DCR records to contact cancer patients for various studies and have never encountered a situation where a person in the DCR denies ever having been diagnosed with cancer.  None of the Macro International employees involved with DCR management operations were involved with the MCR work at any point in time.  Additionally, DCR data have never failed NAACRR certification, decreasing the external motivation for data tampering.
Nevertheless, DPH will conduct an audit of the DCR.  DPH will compare the aggregate numbers of all-site, breast, colorectal, lung, and prostate cancers, and cervical and melanoma cases, submitted by the seven reporting hospitals to the numbers recorded in the DCR.  Analyses will incorporate cases diagnosed from 2003 to 2006. Incongruities in the data will be evaluated individually; if DPH detects suspicious trends in the number of hospital-reported cases versus those recorded in the DCR, the audit will be expanded as needed.

On August 29th, 2008, DPH mailed a data request letter to registrars at the seven reporting hospitals. Dr. Shevock distributed the data request letter to committee members for their review. In the letter, DPH asked hospitals to complete the data table and return to DPH by September 30, 2008. To date, DPH had received the requested data from Christiana Care Health System and St. Francis Hospital.  Dr. Shevock will present a summary audit report at the November Data Committee Meeting.
Senate Bill 235 (SB235)
Dr. Shevock introduced SB235 to the committee.  SB235 was signed by Gov. Minner in early July 2008 and mandates that DPH compute cancer incidence rates at the census tract level. SB235 also stipulates that census tract-level incidence rates be made available to the public via a series of color-coded maps accessible from the DPH website. The Data Committee will oversee this project and provide feedback on methods and analysis.
Indian River Community Level Survey: Update
Dr. Shevock informed the committee that DPH expects to complete the data collection phase of the Indian River Community Level Survey by the end of September.  To date, DPH has completed the following numbers of interviews among Sussex County residents: (a) 63 interviews with lung cancer patients; (b) nine proxy interviews with survivors of lung cancer patients; and (c) 86 interviews with cancer-free residents. Currently, these figures yield a total pooled sample of 158 participants; however, DPH expects to complete several more in-home interviews with lung cancer patients in the following weeks, potentially raising the pooled sample to 170 participants. Data entry and analysis is expected to last from October through December, with final results available in early 2009.  Preliminary analyses will be presented and reviewed at the November Data Committee meeting for feedback.
Stage III Colon Cancer Study: Update
Dr. Shevock stated that in addition to the Data Committee’s own projects, one of the responsibilities of the Data Committee is to provide input into the projects spearheaded by other committees. The Quality of Care Committee is beginning work on a new project designed to investigate quality of care provided to Delawareans diagnosed with late-stage colon cancer. Specifically, Drs. Spellman, Petrelli, and Grubbs will review charts of patients diagnosed with Stage III colon cancer whose DCR records indicate that they did not receive chemotherapy. Karen Nunley, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist, will oversee project management on the DPH side. 
Dr. Shevock distributed the handout entitled “Stage III Colon Cancer Study”. According to DCR data, between 2003 and 2006, N=300 Delawareans were diagnosed with Stage III colon cancer. Of these 300 cases, DCR records indicate that 112 cases (37%) did not receive chemotherapy. DCR records can list one of seven explanatory codes when chemotherapy is not administered. The breakdown of explanatory codes for these 112 cases is shown in Table 1 of the handout. In Table 2, the breakdown of no chemo cases is provided by reporting hospital. St. Francis Hospital had the highest percentage of Stage III colon cancer patients that did not receive chemotherapy (approximately 87%). The next step in this project will be to work with hospital-level tumor registrars to facilitate in-depth chart reviews. Ultimately, findings from this study will help ensure that Delawareans have access to the highest quality cancer care.
Blue Cross Blue Shield Claims Data Project: Update
Dr. Shevock informed committee that the Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) Claims Data initiative is still progressing as planned. DPH is currently working with the Information Management Services division to develop a draft Data Use Agreement for exchange of data with BCBS. After the draft agreement is approved by DPH, it will be sent to BCBS for review and feedback.  Following finalization of the agreement by both parties (DPH and BCBS), DPH will seek project approval from the DHSS Human Subjects Review Board. DPH has contacted BCBS to keep them informed of the proposed timeline and any issues that may arise as we move forward.
Updates/Other 
Dr. James Spellman adjourned the meeting at 11:14 AM.

Along with the meeting agenda, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Allison Shevock 302-744-1036 or via email at allison.shevock@state.de.us.
· Data Committee Minutes from July 21st, 2008
· Maryland Cancer Registry (MCR) and Macro International: Data Tampering Timeline
· Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR) Audit: Proposed Timeline
· DPH  Audit Introduction Letter
· Senate Bill No. 235 (legislative document)
· Senate Bill No. 235: Projected Compliance Timeline
· Stage III Colon Cancer Study
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The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Data Committee meeting has been scheduled for Monday, November 17th, 2008, 10:00 a.m. in The Corporate Training Center, Delaware Technical Community College, Terry Campus, Dover, DE. 
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