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 (
Attendees
)

	Environment Committee Members

	Attended
	Meg Maley RN, BSN, Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	Attended
	David Pyne, Delaware Department of Agriculture

	Did Not Attend
	Kevin Eichinger, University of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Karen Tomic, University of Delaware/ Health Core

	Did Not Attend
	Collin O’Mara, Secretary, DE Dept of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Did Not Attend
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of DE

	Did Not Attend
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson, Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Robert Frelick, M.D.



	Staff & Agency Liaisons
	

	Attended
	Jill Rogers, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	William Leitzinger, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Tara Lydick, Division of Public Health - Lab

	Attended
	Jerry Llewellyn, DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Thomas May, DE Division of Public Health, HSP


	Attended
	Robert Zimmerman, DE Dept of Resources and Environmental Control

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten, DE Division of Public Health



	Public Attendees/Other
	

	
	


 (
Review of Previous Meeting Minutes
)


Ms. Maley called the meeting to order.  Minutes dated May 23, 2011 were reviewed and approved.

 (
Old & New Business
)

MMES Study

Jill Rogers advised that RTI has put together a proposal with regards to the power plant in Indian River to do a before and after study.  $180,000 would be needed this year and again next year.  Bob Zimmerman stated that the scope of work to accomplish and RTI has gotten more specific.  He informed the group that they have been given notice to proceed.  Mr. Zimmerman advised that the Study of Design should be done by August 31, an Interim Report with supporting data quantity and upward will be done by March 31, 2012, and the Final Report should be done by March 31, 2013.  The cost is $360,000 and will be spread over two fiscal years.  Jill Rogers added that RTI discussed using the same sampling techniques that they are using in the Gulf and that we will be able to benefit from this experience.

FY 2012 Budget

Jill Rogers informed the group that the proposed budget for the DCC as it stood going into the JFC was to be reduced by $3.8 million which would mean the care coordinator and nurse navigator positions would be cut.  However, the JFC put one million back in with the stipulation that it be used for cancer screening.  Ms. Rogers informed the committee with the help, support, and guidance of Dr. Spellman, Dr. Petrelli, Dr. Frantz, Dr. Sawhney, and some critical thinking on the part of the staff at DPH, a solution to retain these services was formulated.  Ms. Rogers continued by saying hospitals stepped up and promised to support the positions with their own funds which indicate there is value in these positions to the organizations.  Ms. Rogers stated that the final end to the budget was a little better than anticipated.
Meg Maley asked the group at what point does the Delaware Cancer Consortium turn financial responsibility back over to state agencies once the efforts have become institutionalized.  Programs such as Healthy Homes are about more than just cancer.  She continued by saying the work of the Consortium is to prove a need, institutionalize a program and then turn it back over to the state to fund beyond cancer channels.
The committee was informed by Jill Rogers that beginning July 1; Division of Public Health began administering Community Healthcare Access Program (CHAP).  It is thought this will serve more individuals because it will be combined with the Screening For Life Program (SFL) and individuals automatically enrolled in one program will be screened for the other one as well.  
Jill Rogers stated there is a large increase in the number of people enrolled but the cost is the same so that raises the question “Is the cost of treatment going down and why?”  Ms. Maley asked if the screening program was catching the disease earlier, would that cause the cost of treatment to go down.  Dr. Frelick stated that New England is finding that costs are going down and the reason could possibly be that people are in better health.  

Four Year Plan
Jill Rogers advised that a draft of the Four Year Plan was in each packet.  (Attached)  The current purple book plans and results of the strategic planning were incorporated.  The goals are:  

Goal 1:  Reduce exposure to carcinogenic substances in our food.
Goal 2:  Reduce exposure to carcinogenic substances in our water.
Goal 3:  Assess and reduce exposure to carcinogenic substances in our air, soil, and water.
Goal 4:  Reduce workplace carcinogenic risk and exposure.
Goal 5:  Reduce exposure to carcinogenic substances in our indoor environment.

Dr. Leitzinger advised that 4,398 pounds of pills were turned in during the last organized turn in of pharmaceuticals.  DEA is planning another collection on October 29, 2011.  This collection helps keep unused pharmaceuticals out of landfills.  

Jill Rogers asked the committee if they wanted to ask for some kind of legislation for medication take backs.  Meg Maley continued by asking the committee if they should address the ingestion of carcinogenics in food.  Dr. Leitzinger responded by saying the food issue is hard and it is difficult to determine the exact cause since there can be a large amount of time before disease may develop.  Much discussion took place regarding the goals and what will take place in each goal year as well as the dollar figures for each year.  It was decided that a Goal 6 would be added regarding data and how to integrate the collection and analysis of the data.

Other Comments

Dr. Leitzinger informed the group that he talked about the Cancer Consortium at the Healthy Homes National Conference where he had been invited to speak.  He continued by saying the CDC is very impressed with the work of the group and they are looking at us as a national model.  He also said that originally the CDC had advised us not to go down that road with Healthy Homes because we had integrated so many programs but they have done a complete turnaround in thinking.

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 pm.
 
 (
Documentation
)

Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, handouts from the meeting are available upon request to Rosemary Doughten, Division of Public Health, at 302.744.1002, or via e-mail at Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us.  

 (
Future Meeting(s)
)

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Environment Committee meeting is scheduled for 12:30 p.m., Monday, September 19, 2011 at Delaware Technical Community College, Conference Center located on the Terry Campus.
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