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	MEETING MINUTES

Environment Committee

	January 20, 2004

Delaware Technical Community College

Dover, DE



	Attendees

	Scott Blaier
	
	DE Dept of Agriculture

	Frieda Fisher-Tyler
	
	DE Division of Public Health

	Ed Hallock
	
	DE Division of Public Health

	The Honorable John A. Hughes
	
	Office of the Secretary

	Meg Maley, RN, BSN
	
	Cancer Care Connection

	Laurel Standley
	
	

	Robert Zimmerman
	
	DE Department of Natural Resources

	The Honorable Liane Sorenson
	
	Delaware Senate

	Deborah Brown
	
	American Lunch Association of DE

	
	
	

	*Call in Participant



Minutes were reviewed and approved without changes.


Committee members introduced themselves.


None


Overview of Office of Radiation Control Oversight

Ms. Frieda Fisher-Tyler, Delaware Division of Public Health’s Program Administrator, reported on the Office of Radiation Control’s (ORC) mission to protect the health and safety of Delawareans by regulating the beneficial uses of ionizing radiation in Delaware, and also to provide health protection resources in the event of a radiological emergency. Ms. Fisher-Tyler provided overview of the program including:

· Variables affecting radon levels:

· Altitude

· Geological location

· Air concentration

· Naturally occurring radon in:

· Soil

· Rocks

· Human body

· Affected by

· Soil composition

· Construction materials

· Mitigation

· Costs vary

· DPH provides consultation

· Radiation regulatory authority:

· Authority for Radiation Protection

· Regulates man made sources

· Promotes reduction in radon risk

· DEMA

· Radiological emergency plan

· 20,000 Delawareans are within the emergency planning zone

· DPH radon program 

· Within Radiation Control Program of DPH

· Focus is on public education and risk reduction

· Assessment and mitigation

· Encouraging radon resistant construction

· Non-regulatory

· Funding

· EPA for the last 14 years

· Cancer Consortium allocated $75,000 for remediation this year

· Low income homeowners

· Community partners include

· Hospitals

· American Lung Association

· American Cancer Society

· Education groups

· Chambers of Commerce

· Delaware Association of Realtors

· Interfaith Housing

· Latin American Society of Delaware

· Radon health risks

· Second leading cause of lung cancer

· Delaware lung cancer rates are relatively high

· Lung cancer risk is significantly higher when environmental tobacco smoke is present

· Physicians do not routinely screen for radon exposure/specify in health history

· Testing in Delaware

· Voluntary

· Legislative initiatives in the past have failed

· Test kits

· Cost about $10

· 48 hours to complete

· Mitigation
· Costs between $800 and $3,500 per home
· Covered by DCC funds for low income
· Others to receive consultation re: mitigation, approved contractors, etc.
· Cancer Consortium project goals
· Increase the radon testing in low income housing by 10% or more each year from the initial target of 150 in the fiscal year of 2003-2004.  
· For those homes testing above the EPA working level to achieve at least a 60% mitigation rate.  (Mitigation ranges at 90% in the general population)
· Data to be collected according to existing protocols

· Open questions:
· Actual number of homes to be targeted
· Targeting of low income may not reach those most at risk
· Legislation requiring testing with property sale will not address long term homeowners
· Health assessment at the time of testing to determine exposure to environmental tobacco smoke
· Not currently included in testing protocol
· Dr. Romney Koul to help determine whether the focus should be on legislation or a comprehensive, high-priced study, and what other avenues should be considered.
Drinking Water Oversight

Ed Hallock from the DE Division of Public Health provided the subcommittee with an overview of the Office of Drinking Water including:

· Mission

· Responsibilities and how they are carried out

· Substances for which testing is conducted

· Nitrates pose the largest problem in public water systems

· All public water systems remain in compliance

· Monitoring schedules and methodology for various contaminants

· Arsenic levels in Felton are higher than in other areas

· Categories of water systems

· Community

· Non-transient, non-community 

· Transient 

· Types of water systems

· Surface (City of Wilmington, City of Newark, United Water)

· Ground (all systems below the canal)

· Coordination with US Geological Survey

· Testing for MTBEs

· Two sites found and addressed

In response to questions from the subcommittee members, Mr. Halleck provided information regarding:

· Action taken in response to elevated levels of pesticides/other contaminants

· Confirmation of results

· Analysis of results over previous monitoring periods

· Consultation with owners regarding actions to safeguard drinking water

· Analysis of health risk posed by exposure

· Period of time

· Amount consumed

· Provide information for consumers to review with their physicians

· Methods for determining the source of contaminated water supplies

· Underground storage tank leaks

· Gasoline tanks

· Pesticides

· Sentinel sites with follow up testing in surrounding areas as necessary

· Actions taken to eliminate contaminants in nearby drinking water

· Use of alternate wells

· Retrofitting individual homes with filtration systems

· Coordinate with DNREC or Dept. of Ag. As necessary

· New monitoring requirements for byproducts of chlorination

· May have reproductive and carcinogenic effects

· Lower levels in ground water

· Testing methodologies

· Length of time water is exposed to chlorine

· Two Wilmington plants – four test sites per plant

· Future regulations will allow for site specific monitoring and analysis

· Enforcement 

· Radon 

· Water monitoring for radon is not routine

· Highest risk in water is off-gassing (shower, e.g.)

· Highest levels found in the Middletown area (Kent and Sussex levels low)

· Federal regulations tie indoor air programs to drinking water programs

· As a result of the Green Book

· Number of pesticides/herbicides monitored in shallow aquifers has increased

· No significant problems identified to date, but monitoring to continue

· Questions still exist as to whether DPH should be testing for 

· substances not currently tested for

· not required by EPA or state regulation

· shallow wells for nitrates, e.g.

· costs dependent on type of testing

· testing could be tied to property transfers and rental agreements

· Open questions:

· Whether to modify recommendation related to drinking water testing

· Target nitrate and arsenic

· Private wells vs. shallow public wells

· Costs to be determined (see fiscal note for Rep. Ulbrich’s legislation)

· Modify Rep. Ulbrich’s legislation (see below)

· Attach to real estate transfers and rental agreements

· Based on results of continued monitoring

· Beyond hazardous waste sites

· Rep. Ulbrich’s legislation

· DPH to set prices for testing 

· DPH lab to test private wells

· Require testing of

· New wells

· Rental properties

· Property transfers

· Would require additional DPH staff/resources

· Has been tabled

· Cancer risk from drinking water in Delaware

· Does not appear to be significant

· DPH Environmental Health Evaluation Branch should review

· Less is known about private wells

· Potential for nitrate contamination is higher

· Nitrates are known carcinogens

· USGS estimates 15% of shallow wells exceed 10 ppb

· Recent studies suggest health risks may occur at levels of 4 ppb

· Environmental cancer risk at 1 in 300 million

· Tobacco cancer risk at 1 in 3

· the public is notified of past and current levels of carcinogenic substances that are monitored in Delaware. 

· community water system customers receive an annual water quality report from their water provider (consumer confidence report)  

· public notices must be provided to all consumers

· tracking and analysis being completed in Delaware that consumers likely are unaware of. 

· must act on the information that obtain through monitoring 

· develop and implement strategies to reduce water contamination from those sources

· follow up testing 

· treatment to reduce contaminants

· deeper well

· tying into another system.  

· new public education campaign  “H2O: Tapping into good health.”

In addition, Mr. Halleck provided insight as to the type and level of regulation under the Bush administration and in the Clinton administration.

The subcommittee asked Mr. Halleck for his input as they rephrase the drinking water recommendation to focus on testing of private wells (as opposed to public systems using shallow wells).  Mr. Halleck suggested that the recommendation could include public education or actual costs of testing.
Committee concurred that this be an item for discussion at its next meeting And that the recommendation be revised in light of Mr.Hallock’s study’s results and other information presented.

Fish Advisory Survey

At the last committee meeting there was a presentation by Lloyd Miller on DNREC activities related to gauging awareness and compliance with fishing advisory information.  A survey of anglers in Delaware is done every year from the fish and wildlife division.  The Committee briefly discussed a draft survey instrument. And requested a change be made to the survey:  Interviewer should note the sex and estimated age of the surveyed.  Approximately 4000 people are interviewed annually at points where people are fishing. This is a survey that targets people who are fishing in areas where there is an advisory.  It is noted on the survey.  It wouldn’t be people that are surf fishing in the Atlantic Ocean.  Information from this process will be used to make recommendation about enhancing Tyvek signs and posting more warnings.  The idea with this is to gather more data about whether where people are getting their information before we decide how we can better it. The draft fish survey will be presented to all Committee members not present on this date for their review and possible input.


Environmental recommendations for year one included:

· Low-income radon remediation
· Requiring radon testing in all residential real estate transfers (modeled after the lead testing requirements)
· Create industry incentives (interest free loans for dry cleaners to encourage perc-free processes)
· Broad-based public education campaign about environmental carcinogen risks in the indoor environment
Mid year progress will be reviewed at the February 2004 meeting.


The Committee tentatively planned at the next meeting to finalize the radon discussion, discuss TEAM studies, and perhaps receive update from Representative Bethany Hall-Long on where things stand with OSHA.  We will combine arsenic and the information from Ed for revision of that DCC recommendation.  

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium – Environment Committee meeting is scheduled for Thursday February 26, 2004 at 10am at the DPH Limestone Building Office at 2055 Limestone Road.[image: image1.png]
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New Business





Review of Committee’s Progress and Objectives





Next Meeting





Old Business





Review/Approval of Minutes





Introductions and Acknowledgements








