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	Members
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of Delaware

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	John D’Angelo, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	Susan Forbes, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Suchitra Hiraesave, Boys & Girls Club of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Patricia Hoge, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Steven Martin, University of Delaware



	Did Not Attend
	David McBride, Delaware Senate

	Attended
	John Ray, Delaware Department of Education

	Attended
	Cathy Scott-Holloway, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition

	Attended
	Robert Simmons, Drexel University School of Public Health

	Attended
	A. Judson Wells, American Lung Association


	Staff
	

	Did Not Attend
	Fred Breukelman, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Melinda Burd, Wheeler and Associates Management, Inc.

	Attended
	Fred Gatto, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Lisa Moore, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Samantha Raftovich, Aloysius Butler & Clark 



Committee members approved the January 16, 2007 Tobacco Committee meeting minutes without changes. 


Welcome/Introductions 

Introductions were made around the table.  Mr. Fred Gatto introduced Ms. Melinda Burd and briefly described her role as the new support staff point person from Wheeler and Associates Management Services, Inc. assigned to this committee.


Excise Tax


Ms. Jeanne Chiquoine from the American Cancer Society (ACS) stated that House Bill #49 was introduced and not encountering much resistance at this point.  There are thirteen agencies that have now signed letters of support.  Ms. Chiquoine has a support letter available electronically to agencies who request copies.


Ms. Deborah Brown announced that the American Lung Association (ALA), American Cancer Society (ACS) and IMPACT Delaware Tobacco Prevention Coalition would be at Legislative Hall on Wednesday, March 28, 2007 from 11:00 am – 1:00 pm with a display representing support of the excise tax.  Anyone interested was welcomed to stop by to show support.



Policy Updates: Medicaid


Ms. Deborah Brown reported that Medicaid does not have its own quit smoking program and does not provide certain cessation services.  Alternately, Medicaid refers interested individuals to the Delaware Quit Line for help.  Ms. Deborah Brown believes that Delaware Physicians Care, the Medicaid Managed Care vender, also does not have its own smoking cessation program and is awaiting verification of this.   Medicaid does, however, cover most cessation aids such as counseling and pharmaceuticals.  Pre-authorization is required, and smokers must see a physician if they wish to quit using nicotine replacement therapy.  
It was noted that, because Medicaid is a state run program, Delaware could, but currently does not, require Medicaid to offer a smoking cessation program.   Ms. Deborah Brown recognized this option but feels that other solutions should be explored with Medicaid before making contract requirements.



Policy Updates: FDA


Legislation has been introduced that would give the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) the authority to oversee tobacco products.  The hearings, originally anticipated to be held in late February or early March, have been pushed back to May.  As of last week, approximately 130 co-sponsors had been signed, including Senator Carper and Representative Castle.  Senator Biden openly supports the bill but has not yet signed as a co-sponsor.



Draft Tobacco Committee Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan


The committee reviewed, discussed and accepted the draft Tobacco Committee recommendations for 2007-2011 as presented in the draft distributed to the group during the meeting. Additionally, the committee allocated additional funding for some of the goals and updated the time frame for these activities.  Highlights of this discussion are summarized below:
Ms. Deborah Brown agreed to speak with the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control regarding their willingness to be added as a resource to goal five, objective B: Reduce exposure to second-hand smoke in outdoor areas.
Mr. Fred Gatto reminded the committee that its role has been expanded to include “other risk factors.”  The group spent a significant amount of time discussing what other risk factors could be developed similar to the model used for tobacco. Mr. Fred Gatto would like to see the committee address comprehensive physical activity and nutrition programs.  
The entire committee agreed to eliminate “reduce stress and promote the link to cancer” as an action under goal 7, objective e.
Mr. Fred Gatto and Ms. Lisa Moore will revise the recommendations to reflect the suggested revisions agreed upon by the group. 


Other Business


Mr. John Ray from the Department of Education (DOE) commented positively on the advertising that has aired via the television and on local billboards.  The rest of the Committee also agreed that they were satisfied with the advertising as well.



Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ginger Calloway at 302-335-1495 or via e-mail at:  Ginger@ManageTool.com


~ Draft Tobacco Committee Recommendations for 2007-2011 Cancer Plan
~ Delaware Cancer Consortium Purple Book Recommendations for all Committees


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Tobacco Committee meeting has been scheduled for May 21, 2007, 10:00 a.m. at Delaware Technical Community College, Dover, DE. 
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