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WELCOME! 
This newsletter is the first in a series that will be emailed to you each quarter.  We want to share with you what is happening at Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR), as well as provide updates from hospital cancer registries across the state and from the national cancer registry community.  This could be a good forum to exchange “best practices” in registry operations, updates in staffing at the registries, news about educational conferences or courses, changes in requirements for data collection by the COC and NPCR, and other purposes – please call or email us with items you would like to have appear in the next newsletter.  We need your suggestions/input/help to make this an informative newsletter!
“We plant the seeds that will one day grow…”  
– Archbishop Óscar A. Romero (1917-1980)
Next meeting of the 
Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA)

Date:  

Tuesday, April 10, 2007
Time:

9:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Where:
 
3rd floor, Conference Room A

Thomas Collins Building, 

540 S. DuPont Hwy., Dover

Casefinding Audit of 2005 Cases
A brief report of audit findings will be prepared by Macro International for each Delaware hospital that was visited.  Many thanks to hospital staff for lending your expertise and professionalism to this audit process.  Periodic casefinding and quality audits are a requirement of the National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR).  We feel fortunate to 
collaborate with you to assure that the state of Delaware’s cancer database is of high quality and completeness.
SEER*Rx Update
SEER*Rx has been updated and is available on the website, http://seer.cancer.gov/
Approximately 25 new drugs and five new regimes have been added.  Also, roughly 100 drugs were updated with new brand names, new indications and/or new FDA approvals.
2007 MP/H Coding Rules
These rules standardize the process for determining multiple primaries and complex histologies.  See this site for an overview of the rules, manual and web-based training:  http://www.seer.cancer.gov/tools/mphrules/training.html
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Quality Assurance (QA) at DCR
QA involves review of nine key data items using descriptive text to substantiate coding and dates.  QA is performed by Colleen Ferber, B.S., CTR.  Here is a brief snapshot of visual QA at the DCR.  
· 100 percent of merged cases (one case from multiple facilities) are reviewed individually, and the best information is entered from each facility into the consolidated abstract.

· 100 percent of new primaries are reviewed.  We want to ensure the new primary is not a recurrence from an earlier.  We can also update follow-up data at this time, if necessary.

· A percentage of new cases are visually QA’d.  The percentage reviewed varies depending on a number of factors, including registrar experience and training, use of outside contractors, and results of previous QA.

Any errors resulting from the QA process are noted on forms returned to the hospitals along with a calculated error rate.  Our goal is a 3 percent or lower error rate for the hospitals.  DCR sends a summary report back to the registrar and to the registry supervisor that indicates in what fields the errors were located.  If there are errors in one or two areas, recommendations are made and these areas are looked at in depth in the next few submissions to see if problems are resolved.
Facilities that achieve the 3 percent error rate or below on all data submissions during a year are recognized with a certificate.  
· 3 facilities received QA certificates on data received in 2005.

· For the past 2 years, error rates have been mostly under 2 percent for the majority of facilities.

Upcoming Educational Seminars
The North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) has developed a series of web seminars for cancer registrars addressing cancer data collection for specific sites.  DCR plans to offer the following sessions:

June 14, 2007
  (CE hours provided)
· Abstracting Lung Cancer Incidence and Treatment Data  


Dover, DE TBA    
Additional NAACCR web seminars to be presented in Delaware at a central location: (CE hours status pending)
· Abstracting Head and Neck Cancer Incidence and Treatment Data
· Abstracting Lymphoma Incidence and Treatment Data 


Date/Place TBA
National Cancer Registrars Week
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April 9-13, 2007
Please send your ideas for articles for the Summer issue by June 1st
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DCR Submits Data to NAACCR and NPCR
Although we prepare for these annual submissions throughout the year, we are particularly focused on getting central registry data in shape for submissions to NAACCR and NPCR during the months of November, December and January.  Our goal is to exceed these organizations’ standards for quality, timeliness and completeness.  Tasks to prepare for submission include:

· processing hospital, physician office, path lab, surgery center and out-of-state cancer registry case data for the diagnosis years to be submitted.  This year, we submitted diagnosis years 1995-2004 to NAACCR and 1997-2005 to NPCR.  
· resolving errors from computerized data edits

· death certificate data linkage and death clearance

· contacting physicians, hospitals and nursing homes to obtain information on death certificate only cases

· resolving unknown or missing values for race, Spanish/Hispanic origin, date of birth, date of diagnosis, address at 
diagnosis, collaborative staging and laterality

· resolving duplicate cases

· census tract geocoding.
Hospital cancer registrars deserve a lot of credit for giving your time and energy to work with us on these tasks and for contributing cancer data of such high quality to our state database.  States with cancer data meeting or exceeding
the standards of NPCR and NAACCR will have their data included in United States Cancer Statistics and Cancer in North America, contributing to U.S. and North American systems of cancer surveillance.
“Meet a Registrar…”  
[image: image2.jpg]



Colleen Ferber, BS, CTR

QA Manager/Training Coordinator

Delaware Cancer Registry
Colleen has been in the registry field since 1993 and became a CTR in 1995.  After taking a course in medical terminology at Delaware Technical & Community College, Colleen visited a local hospital and met with the director of Medical Records who showed her the various positions available and then proceeded to offer her a job in “tumor registry” ……training provided OF COURSE! Colleen has spent time in hospital registries in Delaware and Michigan and has been at the DCR for six years.  She enjoys the detail oriented aspects of the profession and the variety of the work in both hospital and central registries. Colleen was a textile major and spent her “first” career in museum retail as a manager and buyer. Her interests include reading, knitting, music, and keeping up with her two daughters, ages 16 and 19. 







