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Draft
April 15, 2004
Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

Dover, DE

John Barndt, DNREC, Division of Water Resources
Alma Bartolemeo, Division of Public Health
John Blevins, DNREC, Division of Air & Waste Management
Kevin Charles, Division of Public Health

Rick Greene, DNREC, Division of Water Resources
Ed Hallock, Division of Public Health, Division of Water Resources
Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts

Ming Lace, Division of Public Health, Office of Lead and Poisoning Prevention

Jerry Llewellyn, Division of Public Health
Ali Mirzakhalili, Division of Air & Waste Management
Robert Zimmerman, DNREC, Office of the Secretary


Quality officials from DNREC and Division of Public Health were called together to identify any gaps in environmental testing and to possibly strategize testing regimens for private wells that will be based upon private water testing standards.  An extrapolated random sample plan (with statistical integrity) can be based upon current public water testing and any specific testing currently completed; e.g. Department of Agriculture work with arsenic.  DPH staff and DNREC staff will coordinate the setup and conduct of such meeting and report results at a future Environment Committee meeting.

Attendees reviewed each section of environment related tasks and activies listed in the “Recommendations of the Delaware Advisory Council on Cancer Incidence and Mortality” published in April of 2002.

Related to Delaware Air

Mr. Ali Mirzakhalili, Division of Air & Waste Management, reported that in 2003 they have been on schedule for monitoring and are on schedule for Yr 2005 activities. Mr. Mirzakhalili and Mr. Jerry Llewellyn, Division of Public Health, explained that they plan to meet the Yr 2 deadline with their cancerous vs. non cancerous identification chemical study. Ambient concentration results will be complete in 2004. Modeling results will be complete in 2005.
Related to Delaware Drinking Water

Discussion was held regarding testing on shallow non-private wells located near hazardous waste sites, which was completed in Yr 1. This testing was funded by the Delaware State Employment Relations Board and completed by the Division of Public Health and DNREC. The testing detected only two sites that exceeded in Methyl Tertiary-Butyl Ether (MTBE).
Attendees mentioned that, at a previous meeting, Scott Blaier, Environment Committee Member, reported on the monitoring of pesticides/herbicides in Delaware’s drinking water. The monitoring has been supported by an Environmental Protection Agency grant.
The subject of mandating monitoring and testing of private shallow water wells is currently in the legislation process. This legislation, if passed, would mandate private well testing at point-of-sale, rental properties and well placement.
Environment work group attendees suggested that a one time synoptic well study be completed. Then, depending on results, do further well testing. The group agreed that this should be done upon new well placement. For this synoptic study, DNREC will put together a proposal that will include cost, task lists and number of samples suggested for collection.
Mr. Rick Greene, DNREC, Division of Water Resources, brought up his concern of the increase in bladder cancer in Delaware’s New Castle County individuals. Mr. Greene would like to see monitoring of occupational environmental hazards in New Castle County. Alma Bartolemeo, Division of Public Health, will discuss Mr. Greene’s concerns with Jill Rogers, Division of Public Health’s Chief of Chronic Disease and Health Promotion and Meg Maley, DCC Environment Committee Chairperson, to decide who to address this new topic which is not listed in the current “Recommendations of the Delaware Advisory Council on Cancer Incidence and Mortality”.
Related to Delaware Waterways
DNREC reported that for both projects, fish tissue analysis and level of awareness survey, contracts are in place and associated field work is underway.  Results from these studies are not expected until late Fall 2004 or early 2005.  This is primarily due to the fact that we missed the last season of activity due to the timing of the appropriation of funds.  We are coordinating with DPH in efforts to improve our readiness to collect the required data so as to minimize delays for the future.” 

OSHA: Reduce Workplace Carcinogenic Risk and Exposure
Work Group attendees discussed that during the March 2004 DCC Environment Committee Meeting, Representative Bethany Hall-Long presented information on a new Joint Resolution that was proposed during the last legislative session.  Amendments/modifications will be incorporated into this Resolution that would include the expansion of services within the Division of Labor (versus the formation of another new governmental agency and the associated costs) to explore the creation of State Occupational Health Standards.  
Radon: Reduce Exposure to Carcinogens in the Indoor Environment
Attendees discussed that they were waiting on the Department of Agriculture’s approval on establishing qualification/criteria regarding exposure to carcinogens in the indoor environment.
Public education on findings of radon in the indoor environment was discussed among attendees. Disscussion of disclosing home radon findings upon point-of-sale would be ideal. Attendees agreed that radon testing should not be required though. This was compared to Delaware’s current lead requirements upon point-of-sale and rental properties.[image: image4.png]| 28 ACHON
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