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	Attendees:
	John C. Carney, Jr.,  - Lieutenant Governor – Chairperson

	
	William Bowser, Esquire - Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	
	Robert W. Frelick, MD

	
	Connie Johnson (for Ed Sobel, DO, Director) - Quality Insights of Delaware, Inc

	
	Lolita A. Lopez – President and CEO, Westside Health Center

	Call In Attendees:
	Kathleen C. Wall – Director of Planning, American Cancer Society

	
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD – Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Technical Resources:
	Lynn Khoo, MD, MPH – Project Director, ORC Macro

	
	Leo Shen, MBA – Project Manager, ORC Macro

	
	Joseph Johnston, Jr., MA – Epidemiologist, ORC Macro

	Observers:
	Jill Morrison - Office Lieutenant Governor John C. Carney, Jr.

	
	Jill Rogers – Division of Public Health

	
	Betsy Wheeler - Management Concepts, Inc.

	Other Members:
	Andrew P. Marioni, Jr. – Director, State Disability Determination Service

	
	Semaan Abboud, MD – CEO, Lewes Medical and Surgical Associates


Minutes

	Agenda item:
	Scope of service to be performed by ORC Macro – presentation 


	Discussion:
	Lt. Governor John Carney called the meeting to order.
Officials from ORC-Macro provided introductions and a brief overview of their individual backgrounds and experience, including, but not limited to, executive responsibility for the State of Maryland’s Cancer Control Program. The ORC-Macro contract is held by the DE Division of Public Health (DPH). Dr. Leroy Hathcock is the DPH contract manager.

Dr. Lynn Khoo, Project Director – ORC Macro, presented the organizational structure and scope of ORC Macro work for Delaware.

Key points of discussion and questions:

· Four thousand new cases of cancer are diagnosed in Delaware each year. Discussion ensued on whether one year of study will be enough and contain adequate information on race, age, and gender. It was concluded that a thorough study can be completed.
· Behavioral risk factors will be studied for all of Delaware and then applied to cancer incidence and census date. In this way, behaviors, including the tendency to use screening services, can be applied to the type and stage of cancer incidence facts.

· Assurances were provided that other demographic variables/factors will be collected and analyzed to better understand more in-depth, and, perhaps, root causes that lie beyond race/ethnicity.


	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· 
	
	


	Agenda item:
	Literature review

	Discussion:
	Literature review and data analysis of existing sources were identified as priority at the September 22 meeting. A listing of Delaware materials provided to the Committee is included at the end of these minutes. The Committee concurred that further committee-level literature review would not be necessary given the scope of work, and literature review activities, to be completed by the ORC Macro team.
Subsequent to the completion of the literature review and data analysis, ORC Macro will complete a retrospective study of lung, breast, colorectal, and colon cancer cases for such indicators as stage of diagnosis, factors leading to the diagnosis, behaviors, resources, and other demographic, socioeconomic variables (such as insurance coverage). 

Methodology

· Case Control Studies – Fifty studies will be completed on each type of the four previously indicated types of cancer (total 200), and, based upon DE statistics, will provide a 95% survey/research confidence level.

· Names will be derived from the cancer registry. Confidentiality and consent will be applicably maintained and collected. Hospital and physician contact with the patient is initial for the purpose of obtaining informed consent to participate. ORC-Macro will then contact patient for a telephone interview and, perhaps, personal interviews as indicated.

· Dr. Frelick indicated that a study cross referencing the State Cancer Registry and the State income tax files was initiated in the 1980s by the University of Delaware (Ed Ratledge).

· Mr. William Bowser, DE Cancer Consortium Chairperson, indicated that the whole Consortium may be able to provide good input on the content of the survey instrument.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Follow-up with Ed Ratledge at the University of Delaware and provide indicated information to ORC Macro
	Jill Rogers/Betsy Wheeler
	


	Agenda item:
	Formulation of “straw-man” theories/test cases

	Discussion:
	Postpone discussion until completion of the first component of ORC Macro’s data analysis


	Agenda item:
	Review Committee recruits

	Discussion:
	The Committee reviewed the initial listing of potential new members and agreed that these individuals would lend value to the Committee. Lolita Lopez indicated that Dr. Valerie Green will be unable to participate due to anticipated time conflicts between meetings and her patient care hours.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Contact the Medical Society of Delaware for suggestions for a practicing primary care physician who can participate, and possibly Medical Society of Delaware administrator who can comment on ideas about expanding access through such ideas as forming provider networks.
	Betsy Wheeler
	

	· Re-contact Dr. Case at Henrietta Johnson Medical Center
	Betsy Wheeler
	

	· Contact Jaki Gorum at Delaware State University
	Betsy Wheeler
	


	Agenda item:
	Timeline and Next Steps (Updated Action Plan)

	Discussion:
	· Committee concurred that waiting until ORC Macro completes the literature review and data analysis is the next logical meeting time for the group, and that this Committee and the Colorectal Committee will both benefit from the information. 

· The Screening for Life program has been used as a program platform for adding colorectal screening services for men between one-hundred and two-hundred percent of the federal poverty level. Women’s screening for colorectal cancer was added in January 2002 so that a year of financial and demographic data is available to inform program design for adding men. Access to health services and insurance will likely be better assessed subsequent to fully implementing the expanded services for men, and evaluating outcomes.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	· Dr. Grubbs, Chairman of the Colorectal Committee will be contacted and asked for Disparities Committee member participation in the November Colorectal Committee meeting to discuss the ORC Macro research and the opportunity to use that data in designing the colorectal screening program and effectively marketing it.  
	Betsy Wheeler
	

	· ORC Macro to provide a timeline for their services
	ORC Macro
	

	· Provide committee listing to ORC Macro
	Betsy Wheeler
	

	· Secure date for early December meeting & invite ORC Macro
	Betsy Wheeler
	


Other Information

	Materials:
	Welcome letter

Agenda

Minutes from September 22, 2003 Committee meeting

Information regarding “Annual Statistical Report on the Social Security Disability Insurance Program 2002”
Information regarding ”SSI Annual Statistical Report, 2002”

Abstract – “Racial comparison of outcomes of male Department of Veterans Affairs patients with lung and colon cancer”
Abstract – “Efficacy of Systemic Adjuvant Therapy for Breast Cancer in African-American and Caucasian Women”
Report by Dr. Frelick – “Understanding Delaware’s Cancer Death Rates, November 2002”

Handout – Demographic data related to regional and distant breast cancer

Report by DHSS – “Health Disparities in Delaware”

Report by American Cancer Society – “Mid-Atlantic Division, Cancer Facts & Figures 2003”
ORC Macro Handout – “Data Collection and Analysis Project, Racial Disparity and Cancer in Delaware” 


	Next Meeting:
	Next meeting of the Disparities Committee will take place at the Delaware Cancer Consortium meeting on November 17, 2003, at the Delaware Technical and Community College – Terry Campus, Rooms 400A and 400B. Members of the Disparities Committee will participate in the “Colorectal Committee” on November 17, 2003.

	Note:
	If you have any questions or comments regarding these minutes, please contact Betsy Wheeler or Vicki Hayden at Management Concepts, Inc.; phone – (302) 424-1495, Fax (302) 424-1495, or e-mail betsy@managetool.com or Vicki@managetool.com
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