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March 21, 2005
Delaware Technical & Community College
Dover, DE

	Members
	
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Cathy Scott Holloway
	American Cancer Society

	No
	Steven S. Martin
	Center for Drug & Alcohol Studies, University of DE

	Attended
	The Honorable David McBride
	Delaware Senate

	Attended
	John Ray
	DE Department of Education

	No
	Robert Simmons
	Independent Consultant

	Attended
	A. Judson Wells
	


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Ferdinando “Fred” Gatto
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Denise Stokes
	DE Division of Public Health


	Guests
	
	

	Attended
	Ann Tyndall
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Cindy Dwyer
	Wellness Community



Minutes were reviewed and approved without changes.

Legislative and Policy Update
Governor Minner has gone public about the need to raise the excise tax on a pack of cigarettes by 19 cents. If the excise tax is increased by 19 cents, the tax would be at our original recommendation of 74 cents. Since the original cancer report was issued, the committee adopted the soon to be released tobacco plan objective of increasing the excise tax to $1.00. 

 Deb Brown reported that the Governor’s office was contacted to inquire if there were to be any special interest and discussion about the excise tax scheduled for that afternoon at the Delaware Economic & Financial Advisory Council (DEFAC) meeting. 

Senator McBride clarified after checking that the excise tax bill, which increased the excise tax in 2003, was not included in the budget bill. It was a separate bill, House Bill #270.  

There has been ongoing discussion with the state foster care system to develop a secondhand smoke exposure policy. We are going to provide the Delaware foster care program with Oklahoma and Maine’s rulings.  

Tobacco, ETS and Breast Cancer
Dr. Wells gave a brief background of his impressive involvement with the Environmental Tobacco Smoke (ETS) issue and studies. Dr. Wells provided information on the Cal EPA draft report that shows a causal relationship of young girls and women and breast cancer. He expressed concern that many national healthcare organizations and state and federal public health programs have not made that information public yet. The discussion among the committee members included the statement that once the report is official and accepted by the scientific community then these organizations would support the findings and help educate and inform healthcare professionals and the public. 


Tobacco Data
Fred Gatto reported that the 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System’s (BRFSS) survey results are still being weighted. It looks like the smoking prevalence will be about 24% after dipping to below 22% in 2003. Mr. Gatto pointed out that since the rates are still within the “Confidence Interval” for both years; if the 2004 rate turns out to be higher it does not necessarily mean that we lost ground. The disparities that appear to be taking shape are as follows: Men are smoking at a higher rate then women. This is true in every racial and ethnic group. Another disparity is the age group 18 to 24 years old at a higher rate than most of the other age groups. Men in that age group smoke at a higher rate than women.

Future surveys and data collection activity will attempt to shed more light on the “some days” smokers and tracking youth smoking, young adult smoking and adult smoking trends.

School Report
John Ray gave a presentation on the tobacco prevention activities in Delaware schools and results from the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS). The numbers are encouraging and the show that we are moving in the right direction, but more needs to be done. The materials Mr. Ray provided are included in the attachments.


The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Amy Renninger, Division of Public Health, 

302-741-2900 or via e-mail at Amy.Renninger@state.de.us: 

John Ray’s School Report

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Tobacco Committee meeting has been scheduled for:
Cancer Consortium
Monday, May 16, 2005

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
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