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April 28, 2004
9:00 a.m.

Blue Hen Corporate Center B

Suite 4F

Dover, DE


	Members
	
	

	No
	Scott C. Blaier
	DE Dept of Agriculture

	Attended
	Deborah Brown
	American Lung Association of DE

	No
	John A. Hughes
	Secretary, Department of Natural Resources

	Attended
	Kay D. Makar, MPH, RD,CDN
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Meg Maley RN, BSN
	Oncology Care Home Health Specialists, Inc.

	No
	Gilbert J. Marshall, P.G.
	Marshall GeoScience, Inc.

	No
	Patricia Scarborough
	American Cancer Society

	No
	The Honorable Liane Sorenson
	Delaware Senate

	No
	Laurel Standley
	

	No
	The Honorable Stephanie Ulbrich
	Delaware House of Representatives

	No
	Robert Zimmerman
	Delaware Department of Natural Resources


	Staff
	
	

	Attended
	Alma Bartolomeo
	DE Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Ginger Jensen
	Management Concepts


	Public Attendees
	
	

	 Attended
	Kevin Charles, Section Chief, 
	Division of Public Health;  Health Systems Protection

	 Attended
	Lisa Riegel, Community Ombudsman
	Department of Natural Resources & Environmental Control



Review Updated Budget
Meg Maley, Environment Chairperson, read the following changes to the proposed budget:
“Monitoring Public Water System” has been allocated $650,000 in funding for section B2 of the April 2002 “Recommendations of the Delaware Advisory Council on Cancer Incidence and Mortality”
“Fish Sampling” is going well and will continue with allocated funds.
A survey is being produced and handed out for “Public Awareness and Compliance”.

Representative Bethany Hall-Long is moving forward with the Joint Resolution that was proposed during the last legislative session.  Amendments/modifications will be incorporated into this Resolution that would include the expansion of services within the Division of Labor (versus the formation of another new governmental agency and the associated costs) to explore the creation of State Occupational Health Standards. 
A portion of the budgeted “Radon Remediation” funds will be used for public education on findings of radon in the indoor environment. Disclosing home radon findings upon point-of-sale is a consideration for legislation.
“TEAM Studies Public Outreach” funds will target home and indoor environmental carcinogenic substances. This Healthy Homes initiative is under way now and educational information will be launched to the public in June 2004.
Membership Updates

Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts Program Assistant, explained that letters were mailed to five individuals for recruitment to the DCC Environment Committee. Betsy Wheeler, Management Concepts President, will make follow-up calls to these recruits. Management Concepts will give follow-up during the next meeting.
Lisa Riegel, Community Ombudsman, DNREC

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control Ombudsman, Lisa Riegel, presented some of the public's perceptions on cancer and why the cancer rate is higher in Delaware than many other states. Ms. Riegel's informational presentation included the following points:

Delawareans whom Ms. Riegel has spoken with blame most of Delaware's cancer on environmental factors; not on indoor air or personal lifestyles.

One perception heard by Ms. Riegel is that Ellendale, located in Sussex County, is considered by some community members as having water problems and is perceived as a "cancer cluster". 

According to Ms. Riegel, the University of Delaware has presented a report on contaminated properties, known as "brownfields" and their link (geographically) to elevated cancer rates in the urban Wilmington area. Attendees present showed interest in viewing this report. Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts Program Assistant, will inquire about getting a copy for distribution to Environment Committee members.

The National Environmental Justice Council advises the Environmental Protection Agency on issues of environmental concerns.  They recently did a study on cumulative risks and how they impact different communities. Communities that have other stressors that MAY make them more susceptible to disease include poverty stricken communities, communities with limited access to good health care, and communities with poor nutrition. Their study will help others with future assessments. 

Ms. Riegel also discussed the elevated levels of arsenic (from a variety of sources) in soils in the Wilmington area and the community's concern with the potential impact on their health.  A major problem with arsenic in soils for Delaware and most states in the nation is that naturally-occurring background levels are higher than the cancer risk-based level.
Private Well Testing Proposal

Kevin Charles, Division of Public Health, Health Systems Protection, presented a proposal that is meant to determine if ground water contamination in the shallow aquifer in Delaware has adversely impacted private wells.  The Division of Public Health in cooperation with the DNREC, Division of Water Resources proposes to investigate this matter. A contract will be developed with an organization capable of collecting, analyzing and interpreting results of water samples collected from private well owners throughout Delaware. Monitoring will be conducted on randomly selected domestic wells which obtain water from the Columbia Aquifer in order to obtain information on the presence of the contaminants throughout the State. $650,000 has been requested for 3 years of monitoring and testing. 
State of the Air Report

Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of DE, notified attendees that the American Lung Association will publish their “State of the Air” report on April 29, 2004. This report is available for review at http://www.LungUSA.org.

The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ginger Jensen, Management Concepts, Inc. 302-424-1495 or via e-mail at Ginger@ManageTool.com: 

Proposal for Private Well Monitoring Program


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Environment Committee meeting has been scheduled for:
Consortium Meeting

May 17, 2004

Delaware Technical Community College, Terry/Dover Campus, Rooms 400 A/B- The Environment Committee will be meeting in the afternoon session. Lunch and a general education session (Cancer Control Planet) is open to all committees in each the morning and afternoon sessions.
10:00am – 11:30am
Morning Session

11:30am – 12:30pm
Lunch/Presentation

12:30pm –  2:00pm
Afternoon Session
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