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	Paul Akana, M.D.  Bayhealth Medical Center
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	Cynthia Barlow, Pharm.D., BCOP, Christiana Care 
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	David Biggs, M.D., Christiana Care
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	Pat Carroll-Grant, Delaware Pharmacy Society
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	Dan Depietropaolo, Heartland Hospice
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	Janet Faulkner, RN BSN, Bayhealth Medical Center
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	Pat Grusenmeyer,Sc.D. FACHE, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center
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	Paul Kolm, PhD, Christiana Care

	Attended
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	Keith Neff, Neff & Associates
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	Srihari Peri, M.D., Tunnell Cancer Center
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	Wayne Smith, Delaware Healthcare Association
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	James Spellman, M.D. Beebe Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	Lee Swensson, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	John Talley, University of Delaware
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	Judy Walrath, Ph.D., American Cancer Society



	Did Not Attend
	Robert Wilson, PhD, University of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Dennis Witmer, MD, Wilmington Veterans Administration

	Did Not Attend
	Michael Zaragoza, M.D., Bayhealth Medical Center


	Staff

Staff
	

	Attended
	Allison Shevock, DHSS/Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Carolyn Faulkner, DHSS/Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Alisa Olshefsky, DHSS/Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Shari Short, Aloysius Butler & Clark (A B & C)



Committee members approved the September 17, 2007 Data Expert Resource Committee meeting minutes without changes.

Call to Order
Dr. Spellman of Beebe Medical Center and Chairman of the Data Committee called the meeting to order at 10:07 AM.

Welcome, New Committee Member(s) and/or Staff Introductions

Dr. James Spellman; Dr. Allison Shevock (Chronic Disease Epidemiologist with the Division of Public Health and Public Health Specialist (PHS) to the Data Expert Resource Committee), Ms. Judy Walrath (American Cancer Society), Dr. David Biggs (Christiana Care), and Mr. Robert McBride (Helen F. Graham Cancer Center/Christiana Care) introduced themselves.

Dr. Spellman asked Dr. Shevock to address the items on the agenda
Breast Cancer Time-to-Treat Study
Dr. Shevock provided an overview of the time-to-treat project which broadly involves examining length of time between date of abnormal mammogram and date of definitive surgery. The time-to-treat study is designed to identify gaps in breast cancer treatment across the state. Dr. Shevock explained that the Division of Public Health (DPH) will analyze breast cancer data from 2003-2005. The Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR) no longer requires that date of mammography be recorded in patients’ abstracts; however, mammography dates can typically be found embedded within the text fields. Data analysis will involve isolating text fields and extracting out mammography dates. 
For those breast cancer cases in which a date of surgery is not recorded, DPH and/or Central Registry staff will contact the individual treatment facilities to obtain any additional treatment data that may not have been reported to the DCR. After eliminating cases for which additional treatment data are located, a more thorough case review will be conducted for all remaining breast cancer cases without a recorded date of surgery.
Dr. Spellman asked Dr. Shevock if there was any indication as to the percentage of the cases that are missing surgery dates.  Dr. Shevock responded that that information is not yet available due to the fact that the project is in its early stages.
Dr. Spellman noted that one of the purposes of the Data Committee is to facilitate standardized methods of recording data across treatment facilities, and ensure easy access to these data for analysis purposes.  Once the time-to-treat study is complete, measures can be taken to better address gaps in cancer care and cancer care disparities. Dr. Shevock agreed, stating that the time-to-treat study would serve as a first step in this process; the changes Dr. Spellman referred to represent a natural extension of time-to-treat project. 
Claritas Data: Acquisition / Uses

Dr. Shevock provided a general overview of the Claritas database; Claritas data is proprietary, and the committee will be looking into purchasing the license.  Dr. Shevock will update the committee at the next meeting regarding the cost of the license, so that its purchase may be considered as part of the budget allotted to the Data Committee.   

Claims Data Initiative

Dr. Shevock explained that the Claims Data Initiative developed as part of an effort to better understand patterns of cancer screening and care across the state. Private claims data (Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCBS) would provide an opportunity to identify populations that have and have not been screened for cancer, as well as the type of care provided to those diagnosed with cancer. 

Dr. Shevock informed the committee that as of the previous week, recent conversations indicated that transfer of the BCBS claims data may be delayed, or may not occur. Because of this, the Claims Data Initiative is on hold until further discussions take place involving key members of the insurance, medical, and public health arenas.  Further information will be available within a few weeks, and the committee will be updated at the March meeting as to the progress of acquiring BCBS claims data.  

Updates/Other 

Cancer Cluster Investigation Procedures

Dr. Shevock stated that a DPH epidemiologist investigating an all-site cancer cluster detected an elevated rate of bladder cancer in an area of New Castle County. There is some concern as to the legitimacy of the finding as the bladder cancer rates were based on a very small number of cases; methods and results from this bladder cancer investigation will be discussed at the March meeting. Dr. Spellman noted that protocol needs to be established for how to proceed with such secondary findings, as the elevated levels of bladder cancer were detected as part of a separate cancer investigation into all-site incidence rates.
Census County Divisions

Census County Divisions (CCDs) are geographic areas that are smaller than counties, but larger than census tracts; there are 27 CCDs recognized in Delaware. Dr. Shevock is computing all-site cancer incidence rates, as well as incidence rates for female breast, prostate, colorectal, and lung cancers at the CCD level. These data will provide information regarding the geographic location of pockets of elevated cancer incidence. Eventually, the hope is to move forward and use geocoding abilities to map higher-than-expected cancer rates.  CCD incidence rates will be available for discussion at the March meeting. 
Policy Changes

Dr. Spellman stated that an important goal of the Data Committee is to recommend policy changes to treatment facilities’ methods of recording data. Dr. Spellman’s view on the Data Committee is that the committee will not simply analyze treatment data, but will actually alter the way data are acquired, stored, and reviewed.  

Lifestyle Data

Dr. Biggs asked the committee what kind of data can be acquired in regards to Delawareans’ lifestyle behaviors (especially smoking and obesity). Dr. Shevock stated that BRFSS data are available; however, the numbers in BRFSS data are not representative of the state.  Dr. Shevock will check to see what lifestyle data can be accessed via BRFSS.  

Indian River Community-Level Survey
Dr. Shevock provided a brief overview of the proposed Indian River Community-Level Survey; she stated that while project staff originally planned to use DMV data for recruitment of a comparison sample, another method of recruitment may be necessary due to DMV data use agreements. Other options of comparison group recruitment are being considered. 
Other

Mr. McBride asked if there was a master list of thoughts and ideas for studies.  Dr. Shevock replied that such a list does exist; while it is not detailed, she will be working to update the list and email it to committee members prior to the March meeting.
Delaware Cancer Consortium Retreat

Dr. Spellman reminded members and staff to register for the upcoming Delaware Cancer Consortium Retreat on February 7, 2008.  Dr. Shevock gave a brief overview of the retreat agenda.

New Business

Dr. Biggs asked if committee members are permitted to suggest additional projects and studies for consideration by the committee.  Dr. Shevock replied that meetings are the place for members to bring ideas and suggestions for more projects.  

Dr. Biggs requested that all members’ email addresses be sent to each committee member; Dr. Shevock stated that the list would be updated and distributed to the committee.

Dr. Spellman asked if committee member Keith Neff was still participating, and requested that he be contacted to see if he is still interested.  
Dr. Spellman adjourned the meeting at 11:02 a.m.

Along with the meeting agenda, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Allison Shevock 302-744-1036.
~ Data Committee Minutes from September 17, 2007
~ Delaware Cancer Consortium Retreat Registration Forms


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Data Committee meeting has been scheduled for March 17, 2008, 10:00 a.m. at Delaware Technical Community College, Terry Campus, Dover, DE. 
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