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September 18, 2006

10:00 a.m.

Delaware Technical Community College

Dover, DE


	Members
	
	

	Did Not Attend
	William Bowser
	Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Did Not Attend
	Cynthia Dwyer
	The Wellness Community of Delaware

	Attended
	Christopher Frantz, MD
	A.I. duPont Hospital for Children

	Did Not Attend
	Wendy Gainor
	Medical Society of DE

	Did Not Attend
	Sean Hebbel
	The Wellness Community of Delaware

	Attended
	Susan Lloyd
	Delaware Hospice

	Did Not Attend
	Susan Lowry
	Christiana Care Health System

	Did Not Attend
	Sherry McCammon
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	Cary McCartin
	Cancer Care Connection

	Did Not Attend
	Eileen T. McGrath
	American Cancer Society

	Attended
	James Monihan, MD
	Allied Diagnostic Pathology Consultants, PA

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD
	Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	Valerie Pletcher
	Cancer Care Connection

	Did Not Attend
	Anthony Policastro, MD
	Nanticoke Health Services

	Did Not Attend
	Catherine Salvato
	Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	John Shevock
	Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	Ed Sobel, DO
	Quality Insights of DE

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD
	Beebe Hospital – Tunnel Cancer Center

	Attended
	Donna Stinson
	Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	Sandra Zorn
	Nanticoke Health Services


	Staff
	
	

	Did Not Attend
	Jill Rogers
	Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Kathleen Russell
	Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Betsy Wheeler
	Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc.


	Public Attendees/Other
	

	Anita Ruff
	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

	Marj Shannon
	Division of Public Health



Committee members approved the July 2006 Quality Committee meeting minutes.


Caregiver Education: Update on the End of Life Care Coalition’s Town Hall Meetings
Ms. Susan Lloyd, Delaware Hospice, presented an update on the End of Life Care Coalition’s town hall meetings. She explained that Mr. Bill Colby traveled to Delaware to present three sessions: 1) Clergy Conference (End of Life Care Issues)  2)  Health Care Providers   3) Town Hall Meeting (end of life care, hospice and advance directives issues).  Ms. Lloyd reported that there was good audience participation and that evaluation findings indicate interest in an annual event. The Delaware Cancer Consortium supported the event through an $8100 contract. 

Caregiver Education: Review of End of Life Care/Palliative Care Education Request for Proposal

A Request for Proposal focusing on survivorship, palliative care and end of life care will be issued on or before the end of September 2006 for a project period of January 1, 2007 to June 30, 2007 with a fiscal year 2008 contract renewal.  There will be a mandatory pre-bid meeting proximal to the release of the Request for Proposal.  $250K has been allocated for up to five vendors. 

Updates from the Advisory Council Retreat: New “Quality of Life” DCC Committee 
The Delaware Cancer Consortium will establish a new “home” for expanded educational and other activities focused on survivorship, palliative care and end of life care called Quality of Life Committee. 

The Division of Public Health will be completing a half-day brainstorming session with stakeholders, eliciting suggested focus areas, identifying gaps and identifying potential contributors and leadership. The targeted completion for this activity is October/November 2007. Delaware Cancer Consortium membership recruitment and additional formative activities would continue for a targeted July 2007 start up of the new Quality of Life Committee.
Dr. Frantz impressed upon the importance of physician involvement and the need for stakeholders and leadership in the Quality of Life Committee. Eliciting broad stakeholder input will be one of the primary objectives of holding the half-day brainstorming session.

Updates from the Advisory Council Retreat: Overall DCC Consortium Update

Committee members reviewed key Delaware Cancer Consortium 2006 accomplishments:

~
increased colonoscopy screening rates up 65% from 51% compared to when previously measured

~
air quality issues have reached broader audiences

~
Alliance was formed via summit

~
Delaware Cancer Treatment Program has served 158 people; of which 43% are ethnic minorities (175 is the goal for fiscal year 2008 with the key issue being expanding the coverage term past one year)

~
CDC recognized Delaware for best overall practices in cancer control and specifically recognized the Delaware Cancer Treatment Program and the Delaware Cancer Consortium as a private sector and governmental coalition that addresses standards of cancer care; creates synergy and acts as a catalyst to forming strategic alliances/partnerships.
Key Topics at the Retreat:

~ 
Delaware tobacco tax inhibits cessation effectiveness for Delawareans and for neighboring states

~ 
specific successes of committees, particularly Colorectal screening 

~
colonoscopy as a standard of care is not routinely prescribed by primary care physicians. Physicians generally feel that they follow American Cancer Society guidelines. It was suggested that primary care physicians be convened at the county level in all three counties for training and evidence of the screening effectiveness and “gold standard” of colonoscopy vs. flex sigmoidoscopies.  These meetings would target primary care physicians, potentially involve gastroenterologists to break down perception of the procedure and provide evidence of statistical epidemiology/cost of screening vs. cost of polyp removal.

Care Coordination

Ms. Kathleen Russell gave an overview of the web-based colorectal care coordination database and suggested that this type of database would be an example of the type of system that would be beneficial for the Cancer Care Coordinators. Ms. Russell walked through the system highlighting its functionality and screen flow.

Dr. Frantz considers the development and implementation of a Database for Care Coordinators, modeled after that which Colorectal designed, a key Committee priority.

We need to better understand the technological order of magnitude for the design of a new care coordinators database. A template was created for colorectal screening activities that could be a significant springboard, but the data that is being collected by Cancer Care Coordinators may have some interface with existing hospital MIS systems and is a slightly different scenario than that experienced by the colorectal advocates. This creates additional complexity for the database project. 

Improving Access to Clinical Trials
Dr. Nicholas Petrelli indicated that each hospital organization needs to create its own system for managing/monitoring their clinical trial enrollment. 

Nanticoke is working with 21st Radiology Group to accrue patients to clinical trials. Bayhealth Medical Center is using the 2-3% annual analytic cases. 

The Committee will continue to monitor activities that maximize consumer enrollment in clinical trials. The Committee will maintain communication with each hospital campus in the regard of emphasizing this continued priority.

Cancer Registry: Data Quality
The DCRAC has drafted a report that keys off of five observations gleaned from chart review and that recommends systems change and an executive plan for 2006 – 2009 to “fix” the Cancer registry system.  The report will be reviewed at the next DCRAC meeting and potentially at the next Quality Committee meeting.

The DCRAC recognizes a need to do chart reviews on stage three cancer (but no chemotherapy), have central data files and will request information from hospitals. A source document review on those that cannot be fully dispositioned (i.e. records were incomplete) will be completed. New laws as related to reporting previous cases may be required.
Credentialing Update: Next Steps relative to the TMF Practice Assessment Project
TMF work found problematic colorectal screening practices at practice sites.
Dr. Ed Sobel discussed the need to do academic detailing in the primary care physician environment and the impact of peer-to-peer recommendation of colonoscopy.

TMF will develop training content on the topic and Division of Public Health will post that CME opportunity on the Delaware training website. 

The following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Ginger Calloway, Wheeler & Associates Management Services, Inc. 302-335-1560 or via e-mail at Ginger@ManageTool.com:    
(None)


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Quality Committee meeting has been scheduled for November 20, 2006, Delaware Technical Community College, Dover, DE.
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