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Committee members approved the March 17, 2008 Data Expert Resource Committee meeting minutes without changes.

Call to Order
Dr. James Spellman of Beebe Medical Center and Chairman of the Data Expert Resource Committee called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM. He then turned the meeting over to Dr. Allison Shevock to address the items on the agenda.
Status of Current Epidemiological Investigations: Dr. Allison Shevock
Claims Data

On May 30, 2008, Drs. Spellman and Shevock will be meeting with Dr. Paul Kaplan, Vice President of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware (BCBSDE) to discuss the Claims Data Initiative.  Drs. Spellman and Shevock will be submitting a proposal to move forward with the following three claims data “mini projects”: (1) investigating the length of time between date of abnormal mammography and date of definitive surgery among privately insured Delawarean women diagnosed with breast cancer; (2) determining the proportion of privately insured age-eligible men who have received prostate cancer screening; and (3) determining the proportion of privately insured age-eligible men and women who have received colorectal cancer screening.  
Dr. Shevock presented preliminary data related to Delaware women diagnosed with breast cancer. Findings included the proportion of women diagnosed with early stage vs. late stage breast cancer and the proportion of female breast cancer patients who were privately insured at the time of diagnosis. 
CCD Report
Dr. Shevock summarized the CCD Report detailing 2000-2004average annual age-adjusted cancer incidence rates at the Delaware sub-county level. She then presented the secondary analyses that were prepared specifically for the New Castle CCD Town Hall Meeting held on Wednesday, May 14, 2008. 
The committee reviewed and discussed findings from the CCD Report.  Dr. Shevock stated that incidence rates published annually in Delaware’s Incidence and Mortality (I&M) Report are calculated using population denominators published by the Delaware Population Consortium (DPC). National cancer organizations (e.g., American Cancer Society, National Cancer Institute) use census denominators to calculate incidence rates. This creates a situation in which two sets of cancer incidence rates exist for the state of Delaware: (1) rates calculated using DPC denominators and (2) rates calculated using census denominators. Dr. Spellman made a motion to begin using the census denominators for the I&M Report. Dr. Biggs seconded the motion. Dr. Shevock stated that she will be evaluating the differences in DPC- and census-based cancer incidence rates and will present findings at the upcoming July 21st Data Committee meeting.  
Indian River Community-Level Survey
Dr. Shevock updated the committee on the Indian River (IR) Community-Level Survey.  Recruitment for the survey is progressing at a slower pace than initially planned. Originally, the IR study intended to collect data from 300 Sussex County residents diagnosed with lung cancer and 300 cancer-free Sussex County residents.  After one full month of data collection, approximately 50 patients with lung cancer and 50 cancer-free participants had returned signed informed consent forms. While the participation rate among residents diagnosed with lung cancer was approximately 70%, the participation rate among cancer-free participants was substantially lower (approximately 10%). 
Updates/Other
Dr. Shevock stated that at the next meeting in May she will further update the committee on the Claims Data Initiative and the I&M Report. 
Dr. James Spellman adjourned the meeting at 11:31 a.m.

Along with the meeting agenda, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request to Allison Shevock 302-744-1036 or via email at allison.shevock@state.de.us.
· Data Expert Resource Committee Minutes from March 17, 2008
· Delaware Female Breast Cancer: Exploratory Analyses

· CCD Report of Average Annual Age-Adjusted Cancer Incidence Rates, 2000-2004
· New Castle CCD Cancer Incidence Rate Analyses 
· New Castle CCD Town Hall Meeting Satisfaction Survey


	Action Item / Task
	Responsible Party

	Complete analysis of DPC- vs. Census-based denominators pertaining to 2008 I&M Report
	A. Shevock, PHS



The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Data Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 21, 2008, 10:00 a.m. at Delaware Technical Community College, Terry Campus, Dover, DE. 
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