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February 28, 2007
Herman Holloway Campus
New Castle, DE

	John Carney
	Lt. Governor

	Robert Frelick, MD
	

	PJ Grier
	Academy of Medicine

	Surina Jordan
	Zima Health

	Lolita Lopez
	Westside Health Services

	Jill Morrison
	Office of the Lt. Governor

	Jaime Rivera, MD, FAAP
	Director – DE Division of Public Health

	Jill Rogers
	DE Division of Public Health

	Judy Walrath (for Kathy Wall)
	American Cancer Society



The minutes from January’s meeting were reviewed and approved at the end of the meeting.

Dr. Frelick provided written comments on the Disparities Report issued by DPH.  The group asked that DPH staff provide specific information about the nature of the colorectal cancer disparity in women: 

· is there a difference in the age of diagnosis for AA and white women? 

· what is the proportion of women served by the Champions of Change program?

In addition, DPH was asked to provide a summary of colorectal cancer screening programming at a future meeting.


Prostate screening initiatives:
Jill Rogers provided a summary of prostate screening initiatives to the group (attached).  Programs included the American Cancer Society's Man to Man and Let's Talk About It programs, Prostate Warriors and Baltimore's prostate screening initiative.  After discussion, the group agreed that any program implemented in Delaware should:

· include a meaningful evaluation component 

· use the time of volunteers effectively 

· assure follow up of abnormal screening results 

· build on the Champions of Change program where appropriate 

· establish and reinforce connections between patients and primary care providers

The group asked that DPH staff consult with and develop formal relationships with members of the Prostate Warriors as the new prostate screening initiative is being developed.

 

The group discussed barriers to prostate screening and agreed that existing data from the tobacco and colorectal cancer screening programs should be used as a basis for program development - specifically, the weight given to advice of medical providers (data gathered from the state-added BRFS questions related to colorectal cancer screening) and the change in behavior of medical providers (data gathered from BRFS before and after implementation of a provider education campaign about Delaware's Quitline services).  The group asked that provider education be a central component of any prostate screening initiative developed by DPH.  

 

Purple book recommendations:
The group agreed to add a recommendation for the purple book that a cancer survey (similar to the Adult Tobacco Survey) be developed and implemented (see revised recommendations with specifics attached).

 

The group discussed whether specific screening recommendations for men in particular high-risk categories are appropriate, given the lack of consensus nationally on this issue.  It was agreed that any specific recommendations should be developed after consultation with Delaware's medical community including, but not limited to clinician members of the DCC, urologists, oncologists and primary care providers.

 

The group agreed on other recommendations for the purple book as proposed (see attached).  The role of this committee in support of the Disparities Task Force recommendations was discussed.  There will be a meeting of the chairs of the Disparities Task Force, the Infant Mortality Task Force and the Delaware Cancer Consortium will occur on March 9 and this issue will be discussed then.

 

Claims data:
The group discussed the use of claims data to evaluate and track quality and equity of care.  Dr. Frelick informed the group that he met with the insurance commissioner and representatives of Blue Cross/Blue Shield and that they agreed in principle to claims data with the cancer registry.  Because several initiatives are in various stages of development around the issue of claims data and its uses, DPH staff have been asked to assure coordination of these discussions and initiatives.  The group agreed that a recommendation be added about the use of claims data.


The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Disparities Committee meeting has been scheduled for:

DCC Consortium Meeting:

Monday, March 19, 2007
Delaware Technical & Community College

Terry Campus ~ Dover, DE
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