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Minutes

	Agenda item:
	Introductions

	Discussion:
	Meg Maley called the meeting to order at approximately 1:10p.m. Committee members introduced themselves.  Secretary Jack Hughes joined the briefing meeting, as did other professionals from DNREC and DPH.


	Agenda item:
	Exposure to carcinogenic substances in the ambient environment

Air Quality Monitoring – Ali Mirzakhalili, DNREC (see attached presentation)

	Discussion:
	Mr. Ali Mirzakhalli presented an overview of the Air Quality Monitoring Program, including, but not limited to:
· Federal definition of air toxins
· Primary cancer risks for Delaware by source compound (these sources are further categorized as primarily “mobile” or “background”

· Limitations of NATA data
· Delaware air monitoring activities

Delaware completed specific air monitoring activities with the goal of compiling an inventory of Delaware air toxins (pollutants) that occurred in 2002, and developing a projection for 2003. Using these projections, risk characterizations and accompanying educational/marketing campaigns can be developed for local communities. The continuum of these monitoring, modeling, and marketing activities will be extended through calendar year 2005, carved out at five Delaware sites, and modeled at the state and regional levels. Risk assessment and trend analysis will be ancillary products resulting from this progress. Mr. Mirzakhalli provided an overview of the federal, state, and in-kind resources that fund this $1 million program activity.

Questions/Comments

· How does this data lend itself to actual reduction of exposure?

· Dependant on the source of pollutants, the data may indicate policy decisions and/or public education. Examples of successes with emissions reduction, diesel exhaust, and ozone protections were cited as analogous to the potential outcomes of this carcinogen research.
· “Off road mobile” was questioned as a high percentile source code.

· This source code contains construction equipment.

· What is the most important tactile step to take at present?

· Information gathering through 2005 as presented and through the leadership of Cabinet Secretary Hughes revisiting previous Delaware legislation for enforcement; e.g. open air burning and recycling.
· Public awareness objective for this committee and DCC focuses on indoor sources of pollutants – in your house, in your workplace, and possibly in your car.

· Those awareness activities must be coordinated.

Other Key Points:

· Monitoring air quality as it relates to patterns such as urban, rural, weekday, and weekend travel, etc. will be components of DNREC’s particle analysis and monitoring work. EPA funding has been requested to support this data work.

· Soy diesel is a cleaner-burning, low-sulfur fuel; however, it does affect the ozone. Nevertheless, combinations of soy diesel products and their impact on life cycles have been at least introductively researched.


	Agenda item:
	Exposure to carcinogenic substances in the ambient environment

Fish Sampling and Waterways – Toxins in Biota (Fish) – Richard Greene, DNREC (see attached presentation)

	Discussion:
	Richard (Rick) Greene provided an overview of the DNREC fish contamination and health advisory program.

In 1993 the program evaluated and reshaped itself to be more proactive than reactive. This process resulted in formal committee identification of systematic tasks to be completed between DPH, DNREC, and other agencies. Fish contamination is important because of the popularity of fishing and “eating catch” in Delaware, and the fact that chemicals (PCBs) are “bioaccumulated” and ingested as they are consumed by humans. A process for collecting and analyzing fish was described, which could lead, as indicated, to issuing health advisories, posting signs, and updating the annual fishing guide (a 100,000 piece annual distribution in Delaware). (A 2003 Delaware fishing guide was distributed to all present). When fish consumption advisories are issued, it is for the primary purpose of voluntarily reducing exposure. A national map of estimated cumulative global usage of PCBs was presented, indicating the areas east of the Mississippi as amongst the highest in the world. (This is linked geographically to usage and spillage propensity).
A budgetary summary of the costs of fish analysis completed for the past ten years concludes with average costs per fish analysis and a projected increase in cost per fish based on adding a new measure for DDBEs, which are banned in other countries, and on the rise in the United States.

Tobacco funding through the DCC recommendation will allow an additional 20 fish to be analyzed per year for the next three years, rapidly accelerating Delaware’s body of knowledge. Tobacco funding was not made available in time this year to sample blue fish, but they will be a part of the analysis in the next season.

The question of whether current levels of (PCB) fish contamination are the result of previous environmental offenses raised considerable discussion, including, but not limited to, 

The decline of PCP incidence in fish and a simultaneous increase in screening and treatment of cancer

The periodicity and linear projections in terms of incidence rates of PCB contamination and morbidity, and other, more ethically-rooted topics of how toxins transfer, for instance, during female gestation periods.


	Agenda item:
	Exposure to carcinogenic substances in the ambient environment

Level of Awareness with Fish Advisory Information (Waterways) – Roy Miller, DNREC (see attached presentation)

	Discussion:
	Roy Miller presented an update on fish advisory information.
Delaware participates in an annual Marine Recreational Fisheries Statistics Survey (MRFSS). Interviews with 3941 fishermen/women were completed in 2003. Mr. Miller overviewed potential questions and mechanisms for asking fishermen/women how cognizant and attentive they are to fish advisories. One logical consideration is to add additional questions to the MRFSS survey. The costs of addition to this mechanism were presented to the Committee as discussion points focusing on the number of interviews that would result, based on the tobacco dollars awarded. 

Questions followed about:

· The nature of disclosure that takes place between interviewers and those being interviewed (e.g., not a state or federal worker)

· Other program activities focused  on expanding signage and the availability of staff resources to post and regularly check on signs

· Mr. Miller presented the possibility of increasing the sample size for one year, or conducting the presented sampling in year one, with analysis in year two
· The Environment Committee could access updated information on specific fish and areas at risk in Delaware by accessing the DNREC website.


	Agenda item:
	DPH Presentations

	Discussion:
	Radon and drinking water will be separate presentations at the November 17 Delaware Cancer Consortium meeting (from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.)


	Agenda item:
	Next Meeting

	Discussion:
	The next meeting of the Environment Committee:

November 17, 2003

Delaware Technical Community College – Terry Campus

Room 400A & B

Dover, DE

12:30 – 2:30

(Lunch from 12:00 – 12:30)

DPH presentations on radon and drinking water will be completed, as well as discussion on next steps/considerations resulting from the DNREC presentations.


Other Information

	Resources:
	

	Special notes:
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