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	Members
	

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD, Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Attended
	Victoria Cooke, DE Breast Cancer Coalition, Inc.

	Attended
	Nora Katurakes, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did not attend
	Carolee Polek, DE Diamond Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society

	Attended
	Robert Sikes, University of Delaware- Translational Cancer Research

	Did not attend
	James Tancredi, Tancredi Foundation

	Did not attend
	 Estelle Whitney, Christiana Care Health Services

	Attended
	Alva Hutchison, American Cancer Society (State Vice President)


	Attended
	Heather Bittner- Fagan, Christiana Care Health Services

	
	

	Public Attendees
	

	Attended
	Anthony P. Scarpaci, TJUH


	Attended
	Adam Aguiar, University of Delaware- CTCR

	
	

	Staff
	

	Attended
	Lisa Henry, Division of Public Health- Screening for Life Program

	Attended
	RaTonya Quail, Division of Public Health- Screening for Life Program

	
	



Committee members approved the November 16, 2009 Early Detection & Prevention Committee meeting minutes. 

Welcome, New Committee Member (s) and/or Staff Introductions:
Dr.  Stephen Grubbs called the meeting to order and members and guests introduced themselves.
Updates from Last Meeting
Ms. Lisa Henry reported to the committee that there was no update regarding discussions with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Delaware relating to obtaining claims data.  Ms. Henry stated that there have been internal conversations regarding an All Claims Database for the State of Delaware and possibly pursing grant funds for this; however there has been nothing concrete towards that at this point.  Dr. Grubbs asked about the follow up regarding previous history and if the Insurance Commissioner’s office has ever mandated coverage for specific types of screenings.  Ms. Henry will get back to the committee on this matter. Dr. Grubbs went on to say that the Delaware Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) recommends acceptable screening modalities to the Insurance Commissioner’s office and the DHSS Secretary depends on the Delaware Cancer Consortium and the Early Detection and Prevention Committee to advise the her of what she should recommend; however the Insurance Commissioner can do what they will with the information. 
Membership Update
Ms. Henry provided the Committee with a list of members and the frequency of their attendance at meetings over the past year.  Ms. Henry reminded everyone that the committee could recruit new members at any time.  Ms. Henry went over the Delaware Cancer Consortium By-Laws, stating that a member can only miss two consecutive committee meetings. If a member cannot attend, they should let Ms. Henry know and inform her if they will be sending a designee.  Ms. Henry stated that the membership lists for each committee are reviewed periodically and members who are not adhering to the By-Laws are sent letters asking if they would still like to be a part of the Consortium.  Ms. Nora Katurakes reported to the group that Carolee Polek of the Delaware Diamond Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society has a teaching conflict and may not be able to attend these meetings. She suggested that she would reach out to the Chapter and get another representative to become a member.  Ms. Henry will reach out to Dr. Zaragoza, urologist in Dover to see if he would like to join the committee. Dr. Grubbs asked the group if there were any other changes that should be made. Ms. Henry requested that the committee invite a Social Worker to become a member; this will meet one of the requirements for a colorectal cancer screening grant that was received by the Division of Public Health. Dr. Grubbs agreed with this suggestion. 
Breast Cancer Screening Presentation
Dr. Grubbs provided a presentation on the United States Preventative Services Task Force (USPSTF) changes to mammography screening. He stated that the USPSTF is an Independent Panel of Private Experts, whose specialties include Prevention and Primary Care. There are 16 members on the Task Force, most are Primary Care; some are Nurses, but all hold Academic positions in Universities and Medical Schools. The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), a government agency, is the sponsor for the USPSTF.  The Evidence Practice Center is a federally funded group that researches data, brings that information to the Task Force, and makes recommendations. A recommendation is intended for the Primary Care setting to provide information about evidence allowing clinicians to make their own decisions. The Task Force assigns grades (A-D and I) for each of their recommendations
In early November, the Task Force reviewed data from various studies around the world on Screening Mammography.  Dr. Grubbs noted that for 20 years, there has been an ongoing debate on whether having women in their 40’s receive an annual mammography is effective. In the new report the Task Force gave this a grade of C.  Other changes to the Task Force recommendations included indicating that women 50 and over should consider bi-annual mammograms rather than annual.  In addition, the Task Force no longer recommends that women do self breast exams. Dr. Grubbs provided an overview of the data used by the Task Force to determine their recommendations and grades
The Committee discussed the USPSTF recommendations and determined that Delaware would not alter the current screening recommendation for breast cancer screening which includes all women 40 and older should receive annual mammograms.    
Breast Cancer Screening Algorithm
Ms. Henry reviewed the current Screening for Life (SFL) breast cancer screening algorithm which is based on the California Department for Health guidelines. However, Ms. Henry requested the Committee’s permission to begin to use the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) breast cancer screening guidelines as a screening algorithm rather than the California Department of Health’s tool.  She noted that the NCCN guidelines are a user friendly document and can be utilized in the office on a daily basis.  In addition, they would be much more appropriate for the SF program staff.  Ms. Henry noted that the SFL office will need to do a thorough review of the NCCN guidelines as there a few procedures that are recommended in the guideline that the SFL program currently does not cover and the program may need to the Committee’s input as to if the procedures should be added to the covered services.   Dr. Grubbs suggested that Ms. Henry come back to the group at a later date to inform the committee on the results of the review.
Cervical Screening Recommendations
Ms. Henry provided an update on new recommendations made by the American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) related to cervical cancer screening.  The changes include:  1) starting screening at the age of 21, instead of 18; 2) women between 21- 29 to receive screening every 2 years; 3) women between the ages of 65- 70 who have had 3 or more consecutive normal pap smears can discontinue screening; 4) HPV co-testing for women 30 years of age and older, have been upgraded to Level A recommendation; 5) If the HPV test is negative and there is a negative pap, the women does not need to receive a pap for another 3 years. Dr. Grubbs suggested that Dr. Heather Bittner-Fagan and Dr. Estelle Whitney look into the details and data as to why ACOG made the changes and advise the Committee at the March meeting.
Colorectal Cancer Screening
Ms. Henry stated that she will get back to the Committee at the March meeting regarding the feasibility for the SFL program to cover virtual colonoscopy.  
Other
Monday, February 15, 2010 is the Delaware Cancer Consortium Retreat at the Sheraton Hotel in Dover, DE. Time is 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. Ms. Henry asked that anyone on the committee that is available to attend. 

Ms. Vickie Cooke of the Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition informed the group that a Breast Cancer update will be held on April 28, 2010 at Delaware Tech. This is an Annual update meeting. No topic has been decided upon yet. 

Meeting adjourned by Dr. Grubbs at 11:21 a.m.  
Documentation

Meeting agendas, minutes and handouts are available upon request.  Please contact RaTonya Quail at: ratonya.quail@state.de.us or 302.744.1040 for meeting materials. 

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Communication & Public Education Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 15, 2010 at Delaware Technical & Community College, Dover, DE.
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